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Not all States are equal when it comes to rain and native plants !   

Having just returned from a trip to San Diego to visit my daughter who lives in 

urban downtown San Diego without a flowering plant in sight, I must report 

on the apparent tenacity of native wildlife.  Even with mostly concrete and 

paved roads surrounding her apartment, I was shocked to observe a hum-

mingbird and several butterflies out the windows of her abode.  We were in-

spired to find a nursery that sold native plants and purchased a number of 

plants native to the desert conditions of Southern California to place on her 

balcony.  She now has nectar plants to attract butterflies and hummingbirds, 

plants that produce fruit and seeds for birds, and a California milkweed en-

demic to California for the Monarchs.   

Since our area saw an abundance of rain during the time that I was away, now 

I will have to play catch-up to the weeds.  The beauty of the Dotted horsemint 

(Monarda punctata) and the Cardinal flower (Lobelia cardinalis) in bloom will 

remind me of why I continue to do this.   

I hope to see everyone at our meetings in September and October, and the 

many other events that we have during these months.  Pat and Becky have 

planned lots of fun and informative gatherings to keep us busy especially in 

October.  We also have another of the pop-ǳǇ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǘƻǳǊǎ ŀǘ bŀƴŎȅΩǎ ǇǊƻǇπ

erty which will be a place for us all to meet, talk, and admire her native 

plants.  Please see our Web site, Facebook page, the newsletter, and email for 

dates, times, and other pertinent information.   

 

 

 

Molly Hays 
Vice President 
Nature Coast Chapter of FNPS 
Molly Hays 
Vice-President 
Nature Coast Chapter of FNPS 



Nature Coast Chapter meetings, field trips, and 

activities are open to FNPS members and the public 

alike. 
Monthly meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m.  
Location:  Meetings are held at  
Heritage Park Community Center  
5401 Land O' Lakes Blvd 
Land O' Lakes, FL 34639  
 

"If you have not been fully vaccinated, wear a mask." 

Email naturecoastfnps@gmail.com  

Chapter website: pasconativeplants.org 
Chapter E-mail: naturecoastfnps@gmail.com 
Facebook Group 
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/
PascoNativePlants/  
twitter.com/NatureCoastFNPS 
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To become a member go to https://fnps.org/join 
and click the membership type that is right for you or 
you can print the form, complete, and mail it to 
FNPS, or call. You may also join at a chapter meeting. 

 

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL 

INFORMATION FOR THE FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY, A 

FLORIDA-BASED NONPROFIT CORPORATION 

(REGISTRATION NO. CH3021), MAY BE OBTAINED FROM 

THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-

FREE 1-800-HELP-FLA (435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE OR 

VISITING THEIR WEBSITE AT csapp.800helpfla.com. REGIS-

TRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT.  

The Society fulfills its mission through: 

¶ Support for conservation land acquisition 

¶ Land management that enhances habitat suitability for 
native plants 

¶ Education 

¶ Public policies that protect our native flora, especially 
rare species 

¶ Research on native plant species 

¶ Encouragement of local landscaping practices and poli-
cies that preserve Florida's native plant heritage 

OFFICERS:     

President  vacant   

Vice President  Molly Hays  813-469-9597 bomaka@aol.com  

Treasurer  Jonnie Spitler  813-435-8143 jspitler1120@gmail.com  

Secretary  Cheryl Mcaloon  813-928-7724 cherylmcaloon@me.com   

Secretary  Carol Vanek  813-949-5588 cvanek@tampabay.rr.com  

Chapter Rep  Diane Caruso  813-334-2886 dhavescaruso@hotmail.com  

CHAIRPERSONS     

Audio/Visual  Molly Hays  813-469-9597 bomoka@aol.com  

Conservation  Janice Howie 727-848-7689 janicehowie@aol.com  

Construction  Richard Stauffer 352-584-7116 villavista9453@gmail.com  

Facebook Administrator  Molly Hays  813-469-9597 bomoka@aol.com   

Field Trips  Rebecca Clayton  813-416-5672 raclayton01@yahoo.com  

Landscape Consultant  David Barnard  813-406-3313 1954barn@gmail.com  

Library  Sharon Holding  727-843-9771 shrnholding@gmail.com  

Membership/Books  Julie Wert  727-863-1363 aripekajule@verizon.net  

Newsletter Editor  Karen Wright  813-468-9201 jwrigh15@tampabay.rr.com  

Nominating Committee  Jo Anne Hartzler 813-310-7676 usarealty@msn.com  

Plant Auction  Joel  Jackson 813-528-8156 joeljack@tampabay.rr.com  

Plant Sale  Peggy Gretchen  813-991-4812 herculesmpg@hotmail.com  

Programs/Plant Sale  Pat Kelly 352-424-2224  patriciak03@gmail.com  

Publicity  Sandra Vanno 727-207-1853 sandravanno@gmail.com  

Refreshments Rebecca Dance 813-368-9041 rstarrdance@aol.com  

Web Master  Melissa Perkins  813-417-5506 melperk100@gmail.com  
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mailto:bomoka@aol.com
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FNPS Nature Coast Chapter Facebook Group  

Message from Molly Hays,   

Facebook Administrator  

Do you have a Facebook account?   

Check out our new and exciting Nature Coast Chapter group page.   

IŜǊŜΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΥ 

 1)Go to facebook.com and log in.  

 нύLƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ōŀǊΣ ǘȅǇŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ άbŀǘǳǊŜ /ƻŀǎǘ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ bŀǘƛǾŜ tƭŀƴǘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέΦ  

 3) click on the JOIN button.    

Here you will be treated to news and photos of NCC field trips and members sharing photos of their plants giving you 
ideas for your garden, photos of plants currently in bloom, information about native nurseries to see and to purchase 
just what you need to add to your garden, educational webinars demonstrating ideas  such as how to design a native 
garden in your landscape, and links to purchase items such as informative books, and lovely calendars and note cards 
with beautiful photos of native plants.   

We now have 128  members in our Facebook group. and always love welcoming new members.   

Purchase  Books, Calendars & Cards to Benefit the Nature Coast Chapter  

A way to support the Nature Coast Chapter is to purchase beautiful 2021 calendars and note cards created by chapter member, 
Pat Kelly.  To purchase calendars and/or cards go to https://www.facebook.com/groups/PascoNativePlants/  and order with 
your credit card.   

If you prefer to pay by check, send an  email to Pat Kelly at patriciak03@gmail.com   

 

FNPS Nature Coast Chapter website  http://naturecoast.fnpschapters.org/  

Mellissa Perkins  does a great job as  our Website Administrator.  Stay current with all our chapter information about 

meetings and events plus photos and links to the FNPS website.    

AmazonSmile  https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F   

{ƘƻǇ ŀǘ ǎƳƛƭŜΦŀƳŀȊƻƴΦŎƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ лΦр҈ ƻŦ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ŎƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀπ

tionτno fees, no extra cost.  Register and choose FNPS as your charitable organization.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/PascoNativePlants/
mailto:patriciak03@gmail.com
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Nature Coast Chapter Website  

Administered by Melissa Perkins  

The website contains information about upcoming events and programs with the Nature Coast chapter. Even if you 
Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ƻŀǎǘƭƛƴŜ ƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ƎǳǊǳΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ 
listed on our website. If you have trouble remembering the name of the website, that should not be a problem. We 
have made it easier to search for our website. If you search for Florida Native Plants and Nature Coast, or something 
similar, chances are the search engine on your computer will find our website address for you. 
This is a trying time for all of us, and many of our events have either been postponed or cancelled. But, as we begin to 

reopen and start to bring back activities, check the website for updates. Things are changing weekly. Currently, we 

have a couple of outings planned for the near future and there is also a plant sale coming up as well. So, please, check 

out the website for information on upcoming events. 

Also, I would like to invite all of you to give suggestions of what you would like to see on the website. Your feedback 
will help make our website a better and more informative place to visit. I encourage everyone to give suggestions. The 
website is a work in progress and especially right now, content will be changing. So, any ideas of something you think 
would be interesting topic to put in the website, please let me know.   
 
My email address is melperk100@gmail.com. LΩƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
Plant Profile section that we have currently.  I will take all ideas to the board of directors so decisions can be made 
about our future content. 
Stay safe and I look forward to seeing everyone very soon! 

Melissa Perkins- Webmaster 

Have you looked at our website lately?  

Go to http://naturecoast.fnpschapters.org   and check us out!  

Molly has created a YouTube video about our chapter.   

Go to https://www.youtube.com/ and search on Nature Coast Chapter 

You will find an Overview video. Click on link to view and listen.  

We have something Newé.on Youtube   

mailto:melperk100@gmail.com
http://naturecoast.fnpschapters.org
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Monthly Native Plant Walks at  

 Lettuce Lake Conservation Park  
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Calendar of Events  -   September Meeting  

Tuesday, September 13,  2022 at 7:00 p.m.  

Heritage Park Community Ctr  

Presenter: James Stevenson, an Extension Spe-

cialist with the University of Florida IFAS Extension 
Services in Pinellas County,, works out of the Brooker 
Creek Preserve Environmental Education Center in 
Tarpon Springs.  There he teaches classes on a variety 
of natural resource conservation topics, includ-
ing:  plant identification, botany, entomology, ecology 
and particular groups of native plants such as ferns, 
wetland wildflowers and epiphytes.   

9ȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ WŀƳŜǎΩ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ 
since growing up in Clearwater.  He received his 
.ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ tƭŀƴǘ 9ŎƻƭƻƎȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 
of the South in Sewanee, TN and then worked in bo-
tanical gardens around the world; from North Carolina 
to Europe & Israel.  Before returning to Florida in 
2006, James worked in the UK on his advanced degree 
at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and as the Assis-
tant Curator at the University of Oxford Botanic Gar-
den.  WŀƳŜǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
Florida, so he now grows orchids and watches birds.  

Calendar of Events  -   October Meeting  

Tuesday, October 11,  2022 at 7:00 p.m.  

Heritage Park Community Ctr  

Title/Topic: A History of Hillsborough River 

{ǘŀǘŜ tŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ CǳǘǳǊŜ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ 

 The Park has been historically significant since the 
beginning of the Second Seminole War which began 
in 1835, before becoming officially a part of the 
Florida State Park System in 1935 and the Civilian 
Conservation Corps involvement in its construction. 
With these cultural changes, the natural areas have 
changed too, some for the better. As the next 100 
years approaches, what challenges will be faced in 
2035 and beyond? 

Presenter: Cheryl Metzger has been the Resource 

Management Park Services Specialist for Hillsborough 
River State Park for the past 5 years. She is the Burn 
Manager for the Park and oversees a team that treats 
non-native, invasive plant species in the 1,500 acre 
Park. Cheryl manages multiple restoration projects 
and provides training for staff and volunteers to man-
age the natural resources of the Park. 

Title/Topic: Native Ferns of West Central 
Florida 

Ferns, which reproduce by spores, are the second-
most diverse group of vascular plants on Earth and 
one of the oldest groups of plants, with a fossil re-
cord dating to nearly 400 million years ago. Their 
size range from over 60 feet tall to tiny plants, milli-
meters in size. Ferns are found in a variety of large 
naturally occurring communities, from tropical to 
northern forests and semiarid deserts. In Florida, 
most fern species can be found in damp and shady 
areas; rock crevices, bogs, swamps, acid wetlands 
and as epiphytes on tropical or even temperate 
trees. During this presentation we will explore the 
fascinating world of these ancient plants, study the 
natural history of ferns and get identification tips 
plus interesting facts. 
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Calendar of Events -  POP -UP Garden Tours   

 

September  POP -UP Garden Tours  

Nancy Heusted  

11705 Emmaus Cemetery Road  

 San Antonio, Florida 33576   

727 -515 -1642  

 

 Sunday September 18th  

Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.  

 

Rain Date September 25th  

 

Come and see Nancyôs   

Native Plants  

 

Refreshments provided  

No POP Up Garden Tours in October  

If you are interested in hosting a 

Garden Tour at your place in 2023 

Send an email to naturecoastfnps@gmail.com   
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Calendar of Events  -   September Field Trip  

September Field Trip - Brooker Creek Preserve  

Location:  3940 Keystone Road, Tarpon Springs, FL 34688  

Date and Time:   Saturday, September 24, 2022 9:30 am   

Meet at the entrance of the Environmental Education Center.  The boardwalks are under construction so 
we will follow the shaded paths.  

Bring water, wear sunscreen.   A hat and insect repellant are recommended. 

We will follow up on the presentation at our September chapter meeting on local ferns by James Stevenson 
and explore the shaded paths and wet areas from the Brooker Creek Preserve environmental education cen-
ter.  There are many different types of ferns in the Preserve.  We will look for and identify the native ferns 
using the plant identification techniques and clues that James taught us at his presentation. After the pres-
entation we can is it the exhibits in the  Environmental Education Center.  

Brooker Creek Preserve was established in 1992 by the Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners for 
the conservation, protection, and restoration of its native natural resources.  Represented by a confedera-
tion of partners inside its boundaries, the Preserve provides a wide spectrum of common management goals 
from wellhead security to the protection of an unusual array of flora and fauna native to west-central Flor-
ida.  The Preserve also serves to protect a significant portion of the Brooker Creek Watershed. 

https://www.brookercreekpreserve.org/pdf/BCWatershed.pdf


The Nature Coastline  9 

Calendar of Events  -   October Field Trip  

October Field Trip - Kayak the Hillsborough River  

Location: Hillsborough River State Park  

15402 U.S. 301 North  

Thonotosassa FL 33592  

Date and Time: Tuesday, October 18, 2022 9:30 am - 11:30 am  

Park entrance fee: $6 per vehicle (up to eight people), $4 single-occupant vehicle.  

Meet at the Canoe Launch P4. For those that are concerned, the launch is below the rapids. 

Bring water and snacks if you want.  
Wear ŀ ōŀǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǳƛǘ ƻǊ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǿŜǘΣ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎƘƻŜǎΣ ōǳƎ ǎǇǊŀȅΣ ǎǳƴǎŎǊŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƘŀǘΦ 

You can bring your own watercraft or rent one from the concession in the park. 
Single kayaks: Two hours, $20.99; four hours, $30.99  Double kayaks: Two hours, $30.99; four hours, $40.99 
Canoe: Two hours, $40.99; four hours, $50.99  Every additional 30 min is $5.00 extra. 
Prices do not include sales tax. All rentals include paddles and life jackets.  For more info 

https://flovibez.com/hillsborough-state-park 
 

Field trip guide: Ava Foster, Hillsborough River State Park, Park Services Specialist, in charge of Volun-

teer and Event Coordination at Hillsborough River State Park for the past 4 years. Ava has a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree from Miami University of Ohio in Zoology and Environmental Science and has been giving edu-
cational programs on Florida ecology for over 5 years. She strategically coordinates dozens of year round vol-
unteers, all the Parkôs events and interpretation highlighting the cultural and natural resources of the 
Park.  Avaôs favorite part of the Park is the Hillsborough River which flows through the Park and into Tampa 
Bay, supplying most of the City of Tampaôs water supply. The importance of water, how and where it flows in 
Florida is a crucial key into understanding the future of the ecology, economics and human survival in Flor-
ida. Ava will provide a short introduction before we head out on the river and lead our group down the river, 
from below the rapids and point out interesting points along the way as we look for plants and wildlife. 
 
The Hillsborough River is a 57 mile stream that flows through Pasco and Hillsborough Counties.  The headwa-
ters of the Hillsborough River are in the Green Swamp to the northeast of the park near Zephyrhills. Just 3 
miles upstream from the park is Crystal Springs, a magnitude two spring system that discharges 30 million 
gallons per day into the Hillsborough River. These clear waters originate from the highly productive Florida 
aquifer system.  The Hillsborough River flows from northeast to southwest through pristine wetland habi-
tats, encountering silicified limestone shoals and swamps densely forested with Sabal palmettos in the 
Hillsborough River State Park. The unique hydrology and geology at the park support a lush ecosystem 
containing endemic plant and animal species.  Some of the most visibly interesting geological features are 
the rapids on the upper stretch of the river. After leaving the park, the Hillsborough River winds through the 
city of Tampa before entering  the large estuary of Tampa Bay. 

 
Directions from I75 and State Road 56.  Travel on SR56 east for about 12 miles to US301 and turn 

right/south. Stay on US 301south for about 3 more miles and see the Park Entrance signs.  Go to P4 for the 
parking for the canoe/kayak launch.   

Contact Becky Clayton 813-416-5672 or raclayton01@yahoo.com with questions. 

https://flovibez.com/hillsborough-state-park
mailto:raclayton01@yahoo.com
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Calendar of Events -  October  

Fall 2022 - Outreach Events - Volunteers Needed 

There are 4 outreach events from October 1st, 15th, 22nd and Nov 5.  These 

events are popular with the public and we would like our members to get in-

volved and have some fun at these community events.    

You can sign up for the Fall Plant Sale  

and these other events at our meetings 

(Sept - Oct.) or contact Pat Kelly.  

Call or text my cell (352) 424 -2224 or 

send email to patricik03@gmail.com.   

 

 

Saturday, October 1, 2022 9am - 2pm  

San Antonio City Park 12200 Main St.    

San Antonio, FL  

 

Saturday, November 5, 
2022   

 10am - 4pm 
 

Sims Park 
Grand Blvd &, Bank St 
New Port Richey, FL 

Saturday, October 22, 2022  

10:00 am to 3:00 pm  

Polly Touchton Park   

Located between 5th St. & 7th St. & 

Bougainvillea Ave.  Dade City, FL  

Across from Dade City Garden Club

(n ew name, same location)  

Nature Coast Fall Plant Sale  

Saturday  Oct 15, 2022  

10:00 am to 2:00 pm  

Heritage Park, Land Oõ Lakes  

Details for Plant Sale on the back 

page of newsletter. Typically the 

plant sale needs the most volunteers 

but each of these other events will 

definitely need a few.  
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Lessons from the Landscape  

By  Julie Wert  

At a recent Nature Coast event a discussion of cudweed held the at-

tention of several people. If youõre thinking how boring that discus-

sion must have been, youõre missing out. Cudweed is a plant most 

think of as unworthy of their landscape, native or not. There is a lot of 

confusion about the name of this plant, Everlasting being part of sev-

eral common names. The plant we were discussing was probably, 

based on participants description, Gamochaeta antillana.  

The problem seemed to be that we had discovered it was a larval host 

plant for the American Lady, Vanessa virginiensis, a beautiful and un-

usual for our area, butterfly. So we felt obligated to allow it to grow and even flourish in our 

yards, even if it wasnõt pretty. In fact, the word ugly was used.  

A similar dilemma comes up when deciding to leave a Purple Thistle, 

Cirsium horridulum growing.  

The species name says it all because although the flower is pretty, the 

rest of the plant can feel horrible if you touch it. But itõs a larval plant 

for the Painted Lady, Vanessa cardui, and a magnet for many other 

butterflies and pollinators looking for a snack.  

The day I saw an American Lady butterfly in my yard, I also saw an un-

mistakable spectacular Painted Bunting drinking in our birdbath. My 

Birds of Florida Field Guide  said they migrate through Central Florida. 

The water and maybe the seed feeder made a good place for it to 

pause going south. Maybe it will return someday and bring friends.  

 I also saw a hummingbird that day, something that has become commonplace this summer. 

Almost every day I see a female Ruby - Throated hummingbird visiting the Tropical sage 

(Salvia coccinea) that is flourishing everywhere this year. I have even seen another hum-

mingbird watch the female for a minute, from a perch on the fence above her, then try to 

chase her off.  

That eventful day reinforced the goals we have set to provide as much as possible to wildlife.  

Often that means finding a place for less attractive plants and trying to increase the diversity 

in the neighborhood. Allowing plants like cudweed, thistles and beggarticks (Bidens alba) to 

thrive will bring rewards, with patience. Even the chore of keeping the water supply clean 

and topped up can bring a gift of beautiful visitors. A friend says weõre easily entertained but 

we consider that a blessing.  
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LŦ ȅƻǳ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ aƻƭƭȅΩǎ thtτUP garden tour, here are a 

few photos of the Florida Native Plants thriving in her 

backyard paradise.  Molly Hays has made it her mission to 

educate younger people about Florida native plants.  She 

encouraged Violet and Lily to write the fairy garden article 

for the newsletter and scheduled an educational work-

shop for them to educate their piers about Florida native 

plants.  Molly was instrumental in producing  an educa-

tional video and YouTube channel.  She  created our Na-

ture Coast Chapter Facebook group page which has re-

ǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ  ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ aƻƭƭȅΩǎ 

idea to sell  native plant signs at our meetings and plant 

sales.  She is currently the Vice President of our chapter and our former President. You will find Molly  at all 

of our chapter meetings, events and field trips always eager to learn more and share her knowledge about 

the Florida environment and the native plants flourishing  in her garden.     

Eastern Columbine 

(Monarda punctata)  

Milkweed( Danaus 

plexippus )  

Starry rosinweed 

(Silphium astericus)   

Scarlet hibis-

cus(Hibiscus 

coccineus)  
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Saltmarsh Mallow (Kosteletzka pentacarpos)  

Dotted Horsemint ((Monarda punctata)  

Ironweed ((Vernonia gigantea)  



Botanical Name: Symphyotrichum dumosum  

Common Name: Rice Button Aster, Bush Aster  

Family: Asteraceae or Compositae  

Type of Plant: Native short-lived herbaceous perennial 

wildflower. Extremely variable in size, form, and habit 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΦ aƻǎǘ ǘŀȄƻƴƻƳƛǎǘǎ ƭǳƳǇ ǘƘŜǎŜ έǎǇŜŎƛŜǎέ 

all together as one recognized species. In most forms, this 

species occurs as a thin-stemmed, multi-branched specimen 

that rarely stands taller than 2-3 feet. Winter dormant. 

Height: 1-3 feet; usually 2-3 feet; rarely up to 4.5 ft. Width: 

Spreads by suckering from a creeping woody rhizome.  

How to Identify:  

Leaves: Alternate, simple, sessile, entire or slightly toothed. Linear to linear-lanceolate to 

narrowly elliptic and about 1/8-3/8 inch wide and 0.5-4 inches long. Lower stem leaves 

longer than upper stem leaves.  

Flowers: Showy, numerous, small heads which are 3/8-3/4 inch in diameter. The ray florets 

vary in color from white to bluish to pink to lavender. The disk florets are yellow to reddish in 

color and may fade as the flower ages. Several rows of overlapping bracts which are smooth 

and whitish with green tips. Heads are mostly borne in clusters at the tips of short, leafy, lat-

eral branches. Flowering Time: Late Summer ς Fall. September ς December. Sometimes 

spring flushes occur as well in March ς May. May bloom year-round.  

Fruit: A flattened achene topped by a pappus (modified sepal) of numerous fine bristles 

which facilitate dispersal by wind or wildlife. Habitat: Common in sandhills, mesic-wet pine 

flatwoods, pine-oak-hickory hammocks, floodplain forests, seeps, edges of swamps, road-

sides and other disturbed sites.  

Distribution: Nearly throughout Florida. Hardiness Zones: 8A ς 11.  

Cultivation: Adaptable and easy to grow! Soil: Any sandy, acidic.  

 

RICE BUTTON ASTER  

By Peggy A. Gretchen      FNPS Member     Pasco Master Gardener Volunteer  



Landscape Use / Wildlife Benefit: This is a good fall-blooming Florida native wildflower 

for the home landscape as it adapts to a wide variety of growing conditions. However, it will 

spread by suckering and may require regular thinning to keep it under control. With its 

showy aster flowers, it will stand out in any mixed wildflower and native bunchgrass planting, 

either in a garden or meadow. Blooms will attract a wide variety of pollinators, especially na-

tive bees and butterflies, for nectar. Larval host plant for the Pearl Crescent butterfly.  

Light: Full Sun ς Partial Shade.  

Water: Moderately moist to occasional flooding to somewhat long, very dry periods. 

Drought-tolerant once established.  

Miscellaneous: Not salt-tolerant. Spreads by suckering and may require regular thinning to 

keep it under control. 

Propagation: By seed or root division.  

Availability: Often found in Florida native nurseries. See www.plantrealflorida.org! For 

seeds, see www.floridawildflowers.com.  
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University Press of Florida, 2013.  
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Wunderlin, Richard P., and Bruce F. Hansen, Guide to the Vascular Plants of Florida, Third Edi-
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Florida Native Plant Society  

Nature Coast Chapter  

Native Plant Sale   

Sat. - Oct. 15 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  

Land Oõ Lakes Heritage Park  

5401 Land O Lakes Blvd (US 41) Land O Lakes, FL 34639  

 

¶ Large selection of quality nursery grown plants  

¶ Free literature for pick up and books for sale 

¶  Members on site to answer questions  

¶ Plant profile for each plant purchased  

¶ Carts for plant transportation  

 

 

Websites & Contact Info: Florida Native Plant Society: fnps.org  

Nature Coast Chapter Website: PascoNativePlants.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/groups/PascoNativePlants  

Email: naturecoastfnps@gmail.com  

Florida Association of Native Nurseries: fann.org  


