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The Mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote the preservation, conservation, and restoration of 

the native plants and native plant communities of Florida. 

The Nature Coastline  
Newsletter of the Nature Coast Chapter of the  

Florida Native Plant Society 

A look back: 

Since this is the last newsletter for the year 2022, I think a review of Nature Coast 

/ƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŦƻǊ 

those who have joined our chapter this year.   

Our outreach events always make a big impact starting with the State Fair in Febru-

ary, followed by Earth Day, the Monarch Butterfly Festival, and Upcycle.  Outreach 

allows us to maximize our contact with the public, hand out literature, and share our 

knowledge and experiences. Additionally, we have asplendid time together.  Great 

laughs, and friendship abounds.   

We started having different members host Pop-up Garden Tours of their landscapes 

in 2021 and continued into this year.  It is so enjoyable to see what others have done 

with their gardens and sometimes find something new to try in our own gardens.  

Or, you could just go for the delicious snacks that hosts provide!   

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ tŀǘΩǎ ŀƴŘ .ŜŎƪȅΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘǊƛǇǎΣ ǘƘŜ 

presentations at our chapter meetings were followed up with field trips to places 

that gave us an eyes-on connection with the topic discussed at the previous chapter 

meeting. Our superb field trips included hiking, boating, kayaking, and exploring 

lovely native plant gardens. 

Our best revenue generating events are the two Nature Coast Chapter plant sales.  

These events require Herculean efforts and many people doing different jobs to 

make a successful plant sale. Our intrepid Pat Kelly plans, coordinates, and facilitates 

ŀƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǎƻƳŜ 

extra Dr. Pepper along to the next sale.  Small cans only, please.  

The final chapter event of the year will be our Holiday Gathering at Crews Lake Park 

on Saturday, December 10th.  Mary Ellen will be facilitating a raffle of donated items.  

We still need items to put in the raffle.  Please contact Mary Ellen Gotto at 727 264-

8701 or mefgotoh@aol.com   

Thank you to everyone who participated in Nature Coast Chapter this past year.  

Your support means everything to the chapter.   

 

Molly Hays 
Vice-President 
Nature Coast Chapter of FNPS 
 

mailto:mefgotoh@aol.com


Nature Coast Chapter meetings, field trips, and 

activities are open to FNPS members and the public 

alike. 
Monthly meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m.  
Location:  Meetings are held at  
Heritage Park Community Center  
5401 Land O' Lakes Blvd 
Land O' Lakes, FL 34639  
 

"If you have not been fully vaccinated, wear a mask." 

Email naturecoastfnps@gmail.com  

Chapter website: pasconativeplants.org 
Chapter E-mail: naturecoastfnps@gmail.com 
Facebook Group 
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/
PascoNativePlants/  
twitter.com/NatureCoastFNPS 
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To become a member go to https://fnps.org/join 
and click the membership type that is right for you or 
you can print the form, complete, and mail it to 
FNPS, or call. You may also join at a chapter meeting. 

 

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL 

INFORMATION FOR THE FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY, A 

FLORIDA-BASED NONPROFIT CORPORATION 

(REGISTRATION NO. CH3021), MAY BE OBTAINED FROM 

THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-

FREE 1-800-HELP-FLA (435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE OR 

VISITING THEIR WEBSITE AT csapp.800helpfla.com. REGIS-

TRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT.  

The Society fulfills its mission through: 

¶ Support for conservation land acquisition 

¶ Land management that enhances habitat suitability for 
native plants 

¶ Education 

¶ Public policies that protect our native flora, especially 
rare species 

¶ Research on native plant species 

¶ Encouragement of local landscaping practices and poli-
cies that preserve Florida's native plant heritage 

OFFICERS:     

President  vacant   

Vice President  Molly Hays  813-469-9597 bomaka@aol.com  

Treasurer  Jonnie Spitler  813-435-8143 jspitler1120@gmail.com  

Secretary  Cheryl Mcaloon  813-928-7724 cherylmcaloon@me.com   

Secretary  Carol Vanek  813-949-5588 cvanek@tampabay.rr.com  

Chapter Rep  Diane Caruso  813-334-2886 dhavescaruso@hotmail.com  

CHAIRPERSONS     

Audio/Visual  Molly Hays  813-469-9597 bomoka@aol.com  

Conservation  Janice Howie 727-848-7689 janicehowie@aol.com  

Construction  Richard Stauffer 352-584-7116 villavista9453@gmail.com  

Facebook Administrator  Molly Hays  813-469-9597 bomoka@aol.com   

Field Trips  Rebecca Clayton  813-416-5672 raclayton01@yahoo.com  

Landscape Consultant  David Barnard  813-406-3313 1954barn@gmail.com  

Library  Sharon Holding  727-843-9771 shrnholding@gmail.com  

Membership/Books  Julie Wert  727-863-1363 aripekajule@verizon.net  

Newsletter Editor  Karen Wright  813-468-9201 jwrigh15@tampabay.rr.com  

Nominating Committee  Jo Anne Hartzler 813-310-7676 usarealty@msn.com  

Plant Auction  Joel  Jackson 813-528-8156 joeljack@tampabay.rr.com  

Plant Sale  Peggy Gretchen  813-991-4812 herculesmpg@hotmail.com  

Programs/Plant Sale  Pat Kelly 352-424-2224  patriciak03@gmail.com  

Publicity  Sandra Vanno 727-207-1853 sandravanno@gmail.com  

Refreshments Rebecca Dance 813-368-9041 rstarrdance@aol.com  

Web Master  Melissa Perkins  813-417-5506 melperk100@gmail.com  

    

    

mailto:naturecoastfnps@gmail.com
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http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fpasconativeplants.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGJ3hQ6FNRTiogdF3tJyiZc5v_Vmg
mailto:naturecoastfnps@gmail.com
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FNPS Nature Coast Chapter Facebook Group  

Message from Molly Hays,   

Facebook Administrator  

Do you have a Facebook account?   

Check out our new and exciting Nature Coast Chapter group page.   

IŜǊŜΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΥ 

 1)Go to facebook.com and log in.  

 нύLƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ōŀǊΣ ǘȅǇŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ άbŀǘǳǊŜ /ƻŀǎǘ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ bŀǘƛǾŜ tƭŀƴǘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέΦ  

 3) click on the JOIN button.    

Here you will be treated to news and photos of NCC field trips and members sharing photos of their plants giving you 
ideas for your garden, photos of plants currently in bloom, information about native nurseries to see and to purchase 
just what you need to add to your garden, educational webinars demonstrating ideas  such as how to design a native 
garden in your landscape, and links to purchase items such as informative books, and lovely calendars and note cards 
with beautiful photos of native plants.   

We now have 128  members in our Facebook group. and always love welcoming new members.   

Purchase  Books, Calendars & Cards to Benefit the Nature Coast Chapter  

A way to support the Nature Coast Chapter is to purchase beautiful 2021 calendars and note cards created by chapter member, 
Pat Kelly.  To purchase calendars and/or cards go to https://www.facebook.com/groups/PascoNativePlants/  and order with 
your credit card.   

If you prefer to pay by check, send an  email to Pat Kelly at patriciak03@gmail.com   

 

FNPS Nature Coast Chapter website  http://naturecoast.fnpschapters.org/  

Mellissa Perkins  does a great job as  our Website Administrator.  Stay current with all our chapter information about 

meetings and events plus photos and links to the FNPS website.    

AmazonSmile  https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F   

{ƘƻǇ ŀǘ ǎƳƛƭŜΦŀƳŀȊƻƴΦŎƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ лΦр҈ ƻŦ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ŎƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀπ

tionτno fees, no extra cost.  Register and choose FNPS as your charitable organization.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/PascoNativePlants/
mailto:patriciak03@gmail.com
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Nature Coast Chapter Website  

Administered by Melissa Perkins  

The website contains information about upcoming events and programs with the Nature Coast chapter. Even if you 
Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ƻŀǎǘƭƛƴŜ ƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ƎǳǊǳΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ 
listed on our website. If you have trouble remembering the name of the website, that should not be a problem. We 
have made it easier to search for our website. If you search for Florida Native Plants and Nature Coast, or something 
similar, chances are the search engine on your computer will find our website address for you. 
This is a trying time for all of us, and many of our events have either been postponed or cancelled. But, as we begin to 

reopen and start to bring back activities, check the website for updates. Things are changing weekly. Currently, we 

have a couple of outings planned for the near future and there is also a plant sale coming up as well. So, please, check 

out the website for information on upcoming events. 

Also, I would like to invite all of you to give suggestions of what you would like to see on the website. Your feedback 
will help make our website a better and more informative place to visit. I encourage everyone to give suggestions. The 
website is a work in progress and especially right now, content will be changing. So, any ideas of something you think 
would be interesting topic to put in the website, please let me know.   
 
My email address is melperk100@gmail.com. LΩƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
Plant Profile section that we have currently.  I will take all ideas to the board of directors so decisions can be made 
about our future content. 
Stay safe and I look forward to seeing everyone very soon! 

Melissa Perkins- Webmaster 

Have you looked at our website lately?  

Go to http://naturecoast.fnpschapters.org   and check us out!  

Molly has created a YouTube video about our chapter.   

Go to https://www.youtube.com/ and search on Nature Coast Chapter 

You will find an Overview video. Click on link to view and listen.  

We have something Newé.on Youtube   

mailto:melperk100@gmail.com
http://naturecoast.fnpschapters.org
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Monthly Native Plant Walks at  

 Lettuce Lake Conservation Park  

There was an Article in The Laker Newspaper about Joel Jackson and his im-

pact to our area today and for the future.  Cut and past this link into your 

browser. https://lakerlutznews.com/lln/2022/11/108333/    

Joel will provide an updated schedule for 2023 Native Plant Walks for the next 

newsletter.  
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Announcement: 

 

FNPS 2023Endowment Grant Research Awards,  

Conservation Grant Awards, the Dan Austin Award for Ethnobotany, and Cornelia 
McNamara Grant 

The Florida Native Plant Society maintains an Endowment Research Grant  pro-
gram for the purpose of funding research on native plants. These are small grants 
($2500 or less), awarded for a 1-year period, and intended to support research that for-
wards the mission of the Florida Native Plant Society which is"to promote the preser-
vation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and native plant commu-

nities of Florida."  

FNPS Conservation Grants support applied native plant conservation projects in 
Florida. These grants ($5000 or less) are awarded for a 1 -year period. These pro-
jects promote the preservation, conservation, or restoration of rare or imperiled 
native plant taxa and rare or imperiled native plant communities . To qualify for a 
Conservation Grant, the proposed project must be sponsored by an FNPS Chapter. 

The Dan Austin Award for Ethnobotany  will provide up to $1500 to graduate or under-
graduate students who are studying Florida ethnobotanyï i.e., the study of the relation-
ship between peoples or cultures with plants native to Florida or Florida ecosystems. 
These can be current uses or historic uses. 

The Florida Native Plant Society has established aCornelia McNamara Grant  pro-
gram for the purpose of funding applied research on native plants and habitats, particu-
larly those that are rare or imperiled. These are small grants ($1500 or less), awarded 
for a 1-year period, and intended to support research that will yield data to inform the 

management for or restoration of native species and habitats.  

Application guidelines and details are on the FNPS Web site (www.fnps.org ), click on 
óWhat We Do/Awards and Grantsô. Questions regarding the grant programs should be sent 

to info@fnps.org .  

Application deadline for the 2023Awards is March3, 2023 . Awards will be announced at 
the May 2023Annual Conference. Awardees do not have to be present at the Conference to 
receive award. 

http://www.fnps.org
mailto:info@fnps.org
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Call for Research Track Papers and Poster Presentations 

Florida Native Plant Society 2023Conference 

 

The Florida Native Plant Society 2023 Annual Conference will be held as a vir-
tual meeting, April 29 and 30, 2023.The Research Track of the Conference will 
include presented papersand a virtual poster session using the Whova platform 
on April 29 and 30. Poster presentations will be uploaded to the Whova site one 
week prior to the meeting (April 21, 2023) 

 

Researchers are invited to submit abstracts on research related to native plants 
and plant communities of Florida including preservation, conservation, and res-
toration. Presented papersare planned to be 20 minutes in total length (15 min. 
presentation, 5 min. questions). 

 

Abstracts of not more than 200 words should be submitted as a MS Word file by 
email to Paul A. Schmalzer paul.a.schmalzer@nasa.gov by January 15,2023. 
Include title, affiliation, and address. Indicate whether you will be presenting a 
paper or poster. Details on preparing and uploading a virtual poster will be pro-
vided when the abstract is accepted. 

mailto:paul.a.schmalzer@nasa.gov
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Calendar of Events -  November  

 

 

 

 

7th Annual Pasco Upcycle & Arts Festival  

Sim's Park ñDowntown New Port Richey  

11/5/2022 10:00 AM ôtil 4:00 PM 

 

There will numerous vendors such as upcycle, art, and cottage industry 

vendors. The event has numerous upcycle vendors with items such as pal-

let furniture and spoon bracelets, and there will also be environmental edu-

cation vendors.  

Many people hear waste reduction and think of the standard household re-

cycling of aluminum cans at the curb, but options are much broader than 

that. Many things can be reused to reduce the amount of waste in our envi-

ronment. There is a term for the ingenious process of reinventing some-

thing with a better quality, or for better environmental value: upcycle. The 

purpose of the Pasco Upcycle & Arts Festival is to reduce waste by chang-

ing peoplesõ perceptions of what can be salvaged into not only something 

useful, but often times a work of art.  

Live music will be playing throughout the day.  This event is family and pet 

friendly, and admission is free.  
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Calendar of Events -  POP -UP Garden Tours   

 

November  POP -UP Garden Tours  

Burt Golub  

Wednesday, November 9, 2022   

10:00 -12:00  

For directions contact Burt at  727 -389 -7922  

 

Come and see Burtõs   

Native Plants  

 

Refreshments provided  

Future  POP Up Garden Tours  

If you are interested in hosting a 

Garden Tour at your place in 2023 

Send an email to naturecoastfnps@gmail.com   
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Calendar of Events  -  No MTG on Tuesday Nov 8th  

 Combined  Meeting, Presentation and Field Trip  

Saturday, November 12 at 9:30 a.m.  

Heartwood Preserve  

 4100 Starkey Blvd #2175, New Port Richey, FL 34655   

 

Presentation: IŜŀǊǘǿƻƻŘ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΥ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ {ǘƻǊȅΚ 

After our business meeting, Laura Starkey will tell us a little about the history of the land 
ǿƘƛŎƘ IŜŀǊǘǿƻƻŘ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƴƻǿ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ 
the 1930s and her childhood in the 70s, up to the present. She will give us a perspective on 
the area with relation to the intensive development and growth of an area that was once 
άǘƘŜ ōƻƻƴŘƻŎƪǎΦέ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜǊ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀƴŘ ƭŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ 
only conservation cemetery, one of only a couple dozen in the nation.  

Presenter: Laura Starkey is the founder and Executive Director of Heartwood Preserve Con-
servation Cemetery, a natural cemetery and nature preserve located in Trinity. A third-
ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ CƭƻǊƛŘƛŀƴΣ [ŀǳǊŀ ōŜƎŀƴ IŜŀǊǘǿƻƻŘ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ Ŏŀǘπ
tle ranch as a way to protect an intact longleaf pine flatwoods ecosystem. She is the grand-
daughter of Jay B Starkey Sr, namesake of the Jay B Starkey Wilderness Park. Laura is a Pre-
scribed Burn Manager, which means she gets to set the woods on fire. 

Field Trip:  Heartwood Preserve has two primary ecosystems, longleaf pine flatwoods and cy-
press wetlands.  

The flatwoods community is dominated by longleaf pine, wiregrass, saw palmetto, small 
ǎƘǊǳōǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƛƭŘŦƭƻǿŜǊǎΦ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƎƻǇƘŜǊ ǘƻǊǘƻƛǎŜǎΣ ōƻōǿƘƛǘŜ ǉǳŀƛƭΣ {ƘŜǊƳŀƴΩǎ 
fox squirrel, Florida wild turkey and white-tailed deer.  In the a cypress dome wetland, rainfall 
drains and percolates back into the ground to replenish the Floridan aquifer ς the under-
ground source of our drinking water. 

Field Trip Leader:  Richard Stauffer - well known member of our chapter - became interested 
in native plants after meeting Mike Kenton and helping him survey the plants in the Aripeka 
area as part of a grant application for the Gulf Coast Conservancy. Through Mike he got in-
volved with FNPS and his interest in Florida natives grew, especially by attending field trips to 
the many diverse areas in our state. Currently he is working on restoring a portion of the five 
ŀŎǊŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ IŜΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
how they fit into the ecosystem. 
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FNPS Nature Coast Chapter  

Holiday Gathering  

and Nature Walk   

Saturday, Dec.  10  

from   10am - 2pm  

Crews Lake Wilderness 

Park - Pavilion 2  

16739 Crews Lake Dr, 

Spring Hill, FL   34610  

 

Lunch will be catered  

 (paid for by our Chapter)   

Spouses, partners, family 

are welcome.   

For Nature Walk:  Meet at Pavilion 2 by 9:45 a.m.   

At 10 am a park ranger will lead us on a nature walk along one of two trails that have a variety of habitats; 
sandhills, scrubby flatwoods, cypress domes, oak hammocks, and the shore of Crews Lake. 

For Lunch and Raffle:  Meet at Pavilion 2 at 11:30 am  bottled water will be provided.  

Raffle Reminder: [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŀŦŦƭŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǎƻ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  If you have raffle items contact 
Mary Ellen at 727 264-8701 or mefgotoh@aol.com. and she will make every effort to get the item(s) from 
you.  If you are bringing items to the Gathering, Mary Ellen needs them by 9:45 am that morning. 

Items for sale: (Credit cards, check or cash) 

* Pat Kelly's calendars, cards & prints  

* Native Plant & Landscaping Books  

mailto:mefgotoh@aol.com
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Fern Field Trip to Brooker Creek Preserve  

Photos by Velma Herrig 
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Lessons from the Landscape  

By  Julie Wert  

We had two new bird species as visitors this week, one very large and one very small. The sighting of the 

large species happened when our chicken started raising a huge ruckus, louder than she has ever been. I 

went out to find two bald eagles sitting side by side on a branch above the garden. After listening to my 

άƘŀǿƪ ǘŀƭƪέ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǉǳƛǊǊŜƭǎΣ Ŧŀǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴ ŦƻƻŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƴƻǊπ

mous wings and left. 

The small bird I found in the garden, busy going from plant to plant, picking insects from the leaves, paying 

no attention to me. She turned out to be a Ruby-Crowned Kinglet, she because she lacked the ruby crown 

ǘƘŜ ƳŀƭŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊƴŜƭƭ [ŀōΩǎ !ƭƭ !ōƻǳǘ .ƛǊŘǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ όhttps://www.allaboutbirds.org/

guide/Ruby-crowned_Kinglet/lifehistory) the Kinglets prey on many types of insects, including aphids, wasps, 

ŀƴŘ ŀƴǘǎΦ L Ŏŀƴ ŀŘŘ ŀǊƳȅǿƻǊƳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΩǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǘƻƳŀǘƻŜǎ 

but no worms. I watched the Kinglet perch on a tomato leaf, look up and snatch something from the under-

side of leaf above. She spent two days here, harvesting insects before moving on. According to the map on 

the Cornell website they migrate from as far north as Canada. No wonder she stocked up on protein in our 

yard! I hope she tells her friends and family about a good place to stop on the way home. 

Birds provide many services to us and their value can be calculated. https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/

analysis-the-economic-value-of-birds/. But they would not be here without insects and insects need native 

plants to thrive. When we plant natives we are building a base for biodiversity and ecosystem function. Hu-

ƳŀƴǎΣ ŀǎ ǎƳŀǊǘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΣ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ 

 Fortunately there is an organization with a new approach to regenerate biodiversity and ecosystem func-

ǘƛƻƴΦ IƻƳŜƎǊƻǿƴ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪ ƛǎ άcatalyzing a collective effort of individual homeowners, property own-

ŜǊǎΣ ƭŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊǎΣ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƻƛƭ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƛƴΧǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ I!.L¢!¢ϯ ōȅ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ 

native plants and removing most invasive plants.  It is the largest cooperative conservation project ever 

conceived or attempted.έ  

9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ Ŏŀƴ Ƨƻƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƻ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΦ Lǘ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ōȅ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ƴŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 

yard, removing invasive plants and not using pesticides. Our yards need to be more than pretty. They can be 

part of an ecological network that, when joined with others, create a homegrown national park that will sus-

tain and improve our lives. The Florida Native Plant Society has all the resources to help with this endeavor. 

Please read about the Homegrown National Park and get on the map! 

Click on the link and get started! https://homegrownnationalpark.org/about 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Ruby-crowned_Kinglet/lifehistory
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Ruby-crowned_Kinglet/lifehistory
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/analysis-the-economic-value-of-birds/
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/news/analysis-the-economic-value-of-birds/
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/about


The Nature Coastline  14 

  Swamp Rosemallow  

(Hibiscus Grandiflora)  

Nature Coast Members enjoyed a leisurely walk 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŀǘ  bŀƴŎȅ IŜǳǎǘŜŘΩǎ 

POP-UP garden tour.  Nancy gives all the credit 

to Sharon Holding for her hard work she has put 

into creating and planting such a diverse assort-

ment of Florida Native Plants  adaptive to the 

multiple ecosystems wetlands and uplands on 

the property.  The  photos on these 2 pages  

give you a small representation of their  plant 

choices and the whimsical ornaments scattered 

throughout the garden.   To the right is a bog 

planted with Cardinal Flower (Lobelia cardinalis) 

and Corn Snakeroot (Eryngium Aquatiicum).  To 

the right below the bog is a pair of boots in 

front of  coontie (Zamia integrifolia) . 

Bull Thistle (Cursium Valdare)  


