The Nature Coastline

Newsletter of the Nature Coast Chapter of the
Florida Native Plant Society

A Message from the Vice President

What is joyful now in the garden!

It has been a joy to have our cooler, lower humidity air stick around for longer than |
had anticipated. | know we have all been trying to spend more time in our gardens
preparing for the time when the heat and humidity keep us from our labor of love.
Nature Coast Chapfer %' The abundance of leaves that my oak trees have rained down has enabled me to pro-
R lj Florida Native Plant Saciety vide a layer of much needed mulch in my beds. |think that these long-lasting leaves

( k; = Y/ make the best mulch and keep the weeds at bay so well. Another joy has been see-
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ing the Lanceleaf coreopsis (Coreopsis lancelota) coming up in many more places

2
R

M.HY-]“NE 2022 than | saw them last year. The Monarchs are feasting on them, fluttering around
Message from Vice President - from one to the other seeming to enjoy that they do not have to travel far to arrive
Molly Hays at the next bloom. Today | saw one Monarch flying around while attached or carry-
) i . ing another with him. It was a mating pair; however, | had never seen that previ-
Website Msg - Melissa Perkins |
ously.

Lettuce Lake Nature Walks—Joel . ) . . )
Jackson The colors are vibrant today in the bright sunshine. The blood red of the tropical sage

(Salvia coccina), the canary yellow of the Privet senna (Senna ligustrina), the pale

blue of the Wild petunia (Ruellia humilis), and the brilliant white of the Manyflower
Garden Tours beard tongue (Penstemon multiflorus) must translate as a delightful smorgasbord to
the insects and hummingbirds that travel the neighborhood.

FNPS Annual Conference

Meetings/Programs-Pat Kelly

Field Trips - Becky Clayton Remember to check our many different resources available to keep track of the Na-
ture Coast Chapter’s activities. The newsletter, our website, and Facebook pages are
Lessons from the Landscape-Julie  ndated monthly with news of our meetings, field trips, plant sales, and outreach
Wert events that everyone is welcome to join. Now is a good time to register for the an-

Plant Profile: Lyonia lucida nual FNPS conference. Just go to fnps.org, click on “events,” and “annual confer-
Ericaceae (Heath) -Peggy ence” to register. We are taking items for the auction at the conference. If you have
Gretchen something, please contact Diane Caruso by calling her at 813-334-2886 or send her

an email to dhavescaruso@hotmail.com.
Garden Girls-Lily and Violet

ENPS License Plate But most of all, find the joy in your garden every day.
Molly Hays

Vice-President
Nature Coast Chapter of FNPS

The Mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote the preservation, conservation, and restoration of
the native plants and native plant communities of Florida.



Nature Coast Chapter meetings, field trips, and
activities are open to FNPS members and the public
alike.

Monthly meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each
month at 7 p.m.

Location: Meetings are held at

Heritage Park Community Center

5401 Land O' Lakes Blvd

Land O' Lakes, FL 34639

"If you have not been fully vaccinated, wear a mask."

Email naturecoastfnps@gmail.com

Chapter website: pasconativeplants.org

The Society fulfills its mission through:

e  Support for conservation land acquisition

e Land management that enhances habitat suitability for
native plants

e Education

e Public policies that protect our native flora, especially
rare species

e Research on native plant species

e Encouragement of local landscaping practices and poli-
cies that preserve Florida's native plant heritage

To become a member go to https://fnps.org/join
and click the membership type that is right for you or
you can print the form, complete, and mail it to
FNPS, or call. You may also join at a chapter meeting.

Facebook Group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
PascoNativePlants/
twitter.com/NatureCoastFNPS

Chapter E-mail: naturecoastfnps@gmail.com
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FLORIDA-BASED NONPROFIT CORPORATION

TRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT.

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL
INFORMATION FOR THE FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY, A

(REGISTRATION NO. CH3021), MAY BE OBTAINED FROM
THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-
FREE 1-800-HELP-FLA (435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE OR
VISITING THEIR WEBSITE AT csapp.800helpfla.com. REGIS-
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FNPS Nature Coast Chapter Facebook Group

Do you have a Facebook account?

Check out our new and exciting Nature Coast Chapter group page.

Here’s how you can find the group on Facebook:

1)Go to facebook.com and log in.

2)In the search bar, type in the name “Nature Coast Chapter Florida Native Plant Society”.
3) click on the JOIN button.

Here you will be treated to news and photos of NCC field trips and members sharing photos of their plants giving you
ideas for your garden, photos of plants currently in bloom, information about native nurseries to see and to purchase
just what you need to add to your garden, educational webinars demonstrating ideas such as how to design a native
garden in your landscape, and links to purchase items such as informative books, and lovely calendars and note cards
with beautiful photos of native plants.

We now have 128 members in our Facebook group. and always love welcoming new members.

Pre-order your FNPS license plate now at
https://citrus.fnpschapters.org/new-license-plate/

At least 3,000 plates must be sold in advance before any
will be produced

Purchase Books, Calendars & Cards to Benefit the Nature Coast Chapter

A way to support the Nature Coast Chapter is to purchase beautiful 2021 calendars and note cards created by chapter member,
Pat Kelly. To purchase calendars and/or cards go to https://www.facebook.com/groups/PascoNativePlants/ and order with
your credit card.

If you prefer to pay by check, send an email to Pat Kelly at patriciak03@gmail.com

FNPS Nature Coast Chapter website http://naturecoast.fnpschapters.org/

Mellissa Perkins does a great job as our Website Administrator. Stay current with all our chapter information about
meetings and events plus photos and links to the FNPS website.

AmazonSmile https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F

Shop at smile.amazon.com and we’ll donate 0.5% of eligible purchases to your favorite charitable organiza-
tion—no fees, no extra cost. Register and choose FNPS as your charitable organization.

The Nature Coastline 3
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Nature Coast Chapter Website

Administered by Melissa Perkins

The website contains information about upcoming events and programs with the Nature Coast chapter. Even if you
cannot find the latest edition of the Nature Coastline or you aren’t a Facebook guru, you can find the same activities
listed on our website. If you have trouble remembering the name of the website, that should not be a problem. We
have made it easier to search for our website. If you search for Florida Native Plants and Nature Coast, or something
similar, chances are the search engine on your computer will find our website address for you.

This is a trying time for all of us, and many of our events have either been postponed or cancelled. But, as we begin to
reopen and start to bring back activities, check the website for updates. Things are changing weekly. Currently, we
have a couple of outings planned for the near future and there is also a plant sale coming up as well. So, please, check
out the website for information on upcoming events.

Also, | would like to invite all of you to give suggestions of what you would like to see on the website. Your feedback
will help make our website a better and more informative place to visit. | encourage everyone to give suggestions. The
website is a work in progress and especially right now, content will be changing. So, any ideas of something you think
would be interesting topic to put in the website, please let me know.

My email address is melperk100@gmail.com. I’'m looking for something that would be a recurring theme, such as the
Plant Profile section that we have currently. | will take all ideas to the board of directors so decisions can be made
about our future content.

Stay safe and | look forward to seeing everyone very soon!

Melissa Perkins- Webmaster

Molly has created a YouTube video about our chapter.

Go to https:/www.youtube.com/ and search on Nature Coast Chapter
You will find an Overview video. Click on link to view and listen.

The Nature Coastline 4
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Monthly Native Plant Walks at

Lettuce Lake Conservation Park

JOINUS FOR A

NATIVE PLANT WALK
LETTUCE LAKE CONSERVATION PARK

6920 E FLETCHER AVE, TAMPA FL

Come discover the beauty of native plants on a guided tour with a
representative of Suncoast Chapter of the Florida Native Plant
Society. The walk begins at g am behind the Visitor's Center. We
will leave from the native plant garden to walk the park trails and
boardwalk to see what grows naturally in the hardwood swamp
and learn how native plants benefit wildlife.

The walk is free but there is a $2 per vehicle fee to enter the park.

Lettuce Lake

MNative Plant
Walks

2022

Guided by
Suncoast Ghapter
of

Florida Native
Plant Society

First Saturday of
each Month*

No walks in July,
August or
December

Start 9 am at the
Mative Plant
Garden

No walks in July and Ausmst

September 3, g am

October 1, g am

November 5, 0 am

No walk in December

Saturday, June 4, 9 am Look for our 2023 schedule!

*sepond Saturday for Janmary only

The Nature Coastline




Calendar of Events - POP-UP Garden Tours

Send an email to Save The Date Sunday 7/17

Molly Hayes

bomoka@aol.com

if you are interested
in having a PopUp
Garden Tour

The Nature Coastline b
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A Virtual - May 20-22, 2022

e
O w \
FLOBIDNS®

Join us for Florida’s premier event focusing on the preservation,
conservation and restoration of our natural lands, ecosystems, and local
communities.

The theme is “Gateway to Florida’s Biodiversity.”
This year’s conference is virtual. Register now!

Please share the news about this important conference with your colleagues and neighbors.

Find out how YOU can help conserve our native plants and the pollinators and animals that

depend on them.
Afew highlights:

« Adventures of a Transplanted Gardener: Improving efforts to create gardens that truly benefit
pollinators

Cutting-edge research

Enhancing Landscapes with Native Plants to Attract Wildlife

Why and how restoration matters

Lots of networking and advocacy opportunities with our Whova virtual platform!

-

-

-

-

fnps.org/conference/2022
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Calendar of Events - May meeting and Field Trip

Tuesday, May 10, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. Heritage Park Community Ctr

Title/Topic: The Good, the Bad and the Exceedingly Presenter: Gene Kelley is a conservation biologist with more than 30
Ugly: An Overview of the 2022 Florida Legislative Ses- years of experience in Florida including work with the Southwest Flor-
sion ida Water Management District, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission and The Nature Conservancy. Gene currently serves as
The overview of the legislative session will be fol- Chair of the Florida Native Plant Society’s Policy and Legislation Com-

lowed with a brief exploration of the Withlacoochee | Mittee, and as Vice-Chair of the Good Neighbor Trail Advisory Commit-
River in preparation for the May Field Trip tee. He was also a member of the Hernando County Environmentally

Sensitive Lands Committee.

Tour Guide: Jon Semmes, is a professional boat captain and musician. We'll float on the 40’
covered and handicap-accessible pontoon boat down two very different rivers. The Rainbow
River is a crystal clear spring-fed river which has been designated an Outstanding Florida
Waterway and is formed by a first magnitude spring (Rainbow Springs) that is ranked fourth
in the state for volume of discharge. In addition to the springs located at the headwaters,
there are many smaller springs that discharge from numerous caves, rock crevices, and sand
boils the entire length of the river. The Rainbow River is a gently winding river that is 5.7 miles long and merges with the
Withlacoochee River at Dunnellon. On average, the Rainbow River is less than 10 feet deep. In contrast the Withlacoochee River in
Florida is dark, tannic and fed from the Green Swamp where it originates. It is one of the very few Rivers in the world that flow
south to north. It flows west, then north, and then turns northwest and finally west again before it empties into the Gulf of Mexico
at Yankeetown. In Levy County it flows into Lake Rousseau (a man made 3,657-acre lake). The lake was created in the 1920s when
the river was dammed. The river reforms to empty into the Gulf of Mexico. The river is 141 miles long and has a drainage basin of
MIMTA aljdzZ NB YAfSao 2 KSNB (GKS wlkAyo2g wAGBSNI SYLIIAS@r A
“thermocline” in the water where the two rivers meet. The rivers are home to a wide variety of birds, turtles, otters, alligators, and
fish. The captain will share information about the ecology of the rivers, the history of Dunnellon and surrounding area, and facts
about the wildlife we encounter. Jon is also an accomplished musician, and will play guitar and sing songs about the ecology and
"quirks" of Florida.Jon Semmes, captain and guide at Singing River Tours, was born in Scottsboro, Alabama. He and his fa
lived on the side of a mountain and the Tennessee River was their back yard and he says it was a great place to grow up. When Jon
was 9, they moved to Dunnellon in central Florida. The house sat where two beautiful but totally different rivers meet. One wild,
black and secret: the Withlacoochee. The other, crystal, bubbly and clear: the Rainbow. Jon found peace on their banks and in

their currents. Jon has extensive experience in boating, and a deep love and respect for the ecology of Florida. This has led him to
earn his certification as a U.S. Coast Guard Licensed Operator. Through the course of his life, Jon has spent many enjoyable hours
on the Rainbow and Withlacoochee Rivers, and knows the rivers intimately. He has studied the history of Dunnellon, and will
willingly share stories of Dunnellon’s Boomtown history, the native wildlife and ecology of the rivers.

Directions: From Heritage Park Recreation Center in Land O’ Lakes. Head north on US-41 N/Land O' Lakes Blvd for 29.6 miles.
Take a slight left onto Snow Memorial Hwy for 4.0 miles. Continueonto S Pleasant Grove Rd for 11.9 miles. Turn left ontoFL44W
for .9 miles and turn right onto Independence Hwy. for 2.4 miles and then turn left onto US-41 N/N Florida Ave (Pass by Dollar
General, on the right in 0.4 mi) for 13.7 miles. IN Dunnellon, turn left onto River Road and then left and Singing River Tours will be
on the right. You can also travel to Dunnellon on the toll road FL 589. Exit and turn right at FL44 E and then turn left onto W. Lee
Ann Lane. Turn left at the first cross street onto N. Maylen Ave. N. Maylen Ave turns slightly right and becomes W. Horace Allen
St. then turn left onto CR 491 for 6.8miles. Turn left on US-41 N/N Florida Ave for 6.6 miles. Turn left onto River Road and Singing
River Tours will be on the left.

Lunch at Blue Gator restaurant after https://www.blue-gator.com Email Becky Clayton ataclayton01@yahoo.com or text or
call 813-416-5672 with any questions.

y a2

ily
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Calendar of Events - Combined June Meeting and Field Trip

No meeting at Heritage Park on Tuesday, June 14, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.

Presenter and Nursery Owner: Anita Camacho is President and Founder of Tampa Bay But-
terfly Foundation, Inc. and the North American Butterfly Association - Tampa Bay Chap-

ter. Her foundation has done a 400 plant rehabilitation project for Fred Ball Park, is partner-
ing with Eagle Scouts for a S. Tampa memory care facility project and works with USF’s envi-
ronmental science department to host interns each semester. She opened Little Red Wagon
Native Nursery in South Tampa in April 2020 and is the only native plant nursery currently
listed in Hillsborough county by the Florida Association of Native Nurseries (FANN).

Field Trip: After the presentation we will walk next door to tour the small but wide-ranging
native plant nursery, a live butterfly exhibit, a reptile/amphibian education room and a gift
shop - all tucked into less than 1/4 of a city block.

Lunch: There are a couple of nearby options that deliver or do take out. Those are being re-
searched and we will keep you posted.

The Nature Coastline 9
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Hi everyone, welcome back to the FNPS Garden Girls Newsletter! Did you know that each state
has their own animal, plant and ecosystem? Florida is very special because it has multiple of
each.

The Florida State animals are Zebra Longwing Butterfly, Florida Panther, American Alligator and
the Mockingbird.

The Zebra Longwing is a black and yellow/white stripped butterfly that is only 2 and a half
inches long and are known to be a very tropical butterfly, you can find them in Mexico! They
have been Florida’s State Butterfly since 1996.

The Florida Panther is one of Florida’s most mysterious and beautiful creatures, they are also
on Florida’s endangered animal list but they are making comeback. They live in the Everglades
and have been in Florida dating back to 1896 through documentation and further back in time
just being told by stories and tales. They became one of Florida State animals in 1982.

The American Alligator is a living dinosaur with it’s armored scales and big teeth. The American
Alligator can reach up to 15 feet and can weigh up to 500 pounds. American Alligators were
excepted as a state animal in 1987. They are found in the Everglades but can be seen anywhere
in Florida near a body of water.

Last but not least, the Mockingbird. Mockingbirds can be found anywhere from the forests of
Florida to your backyard bird feeder. They eat a wide range of insects, berries and seeds. They
are only 1 ounce or one sixteenth of a pound, they are so tiny. They can also copy and repeat

N other birds calls and even your whistling while you work.
- '6\ The Florida State plant is the Coreopsis. They grow all throughout Florida. They range from
shades of yellow to a shade of orange with a brown center. They like the sun and need to get
i watered once a week. They are a host plant and a pollinator plant. Bees, butterflies, caterpillars
- & and wasps love to pollinate these gorgeous flowers. They are in the Tickseed family and are
‘ » Florida Natives.

The Florida state environment is Subtropical. The environment of Florida in the United States
ylelds an array of land and marine life in a mild subtropical climate. Much of Florida consists of
. - P rst limestone with water-filled caves and sinkholes, which provide homes to many species of
;Iméﬂ life, some unique to particular Florida locations. Florida is a great place to grow plants,
rops and flowers because we have a year round growing season because it’s almost always

sunny!
a Violet and Lily , The Garden Girls
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I essons from the 1 andscape
By Julie Wert

The Suncoast Chapter had their spring plant sale at the USF Botanical Garden. It was there |
rediscovered a great tool provided for us by the Florida Native Plant Society. They had a single
printed sheet hanging by each of the groups of plants for sale. Shirley Denton, FNPS volunteer
extraordinaire, explained that each of the sheets, besides the extensive information on the
plant, had a bar code that we could scan with our phones. That barcode linked to a site on
the FNPS website that had the information on the plant so we could read it without peering
at the sheet hanging in front of the plants. When scanned, you can share it or save it. The link
would give you the information you need on that plant when you take it home, or to plan for
future use of a plant.

This information on native plants on the FNPS.org website is underutilized. It’s been created,
then updated, then made to link to modern technology by FNPS volunteers. Here are the di-
rections to make use of this tool.

At https://www.fnps.org/ click on Native Plants, at the top of the page, then Native Land-
scape Plants for Your Area. There are several ways to find plants and their information and it’s
easy to see how to use them. You can search for a specific plant or find plants based on your
location and needs. Under Browse Plants, there’s a list of 701 plants to choose from, arranged
alphabetically by scientific name with the common name next to it.

For example, click on Acer rubrum, Red Maple, https://www.fnps.org/plant/acer-rubrum.
That takes you to the page with all the information you need to incorporate that plant in your
landscape. It even has the Ethnobotany and General Comments that are interesting about the
plant. Did you know that Red Maple Sap was once used as a source of sugar (less desirable
that sugar maple sap)? And Florida-grown stock of Red Maple does not need cold tempera-
tures to stimulate flowering, but out-of-state stock does, and should be avoided? On the left
are links to find the plant at a nursery, learn more about the status of the plant in Florida with
a direct link to the Atlas of Florida Plants, and print a plant sale sheet. That’s the one with the
bar code to be used at plant sales.

If you came to our recent plant sale you saw how our wonderful volunteers made short work

of the labor of putting on a sale. Several people put in their volunteer time planning the logis-
tics of the event, and other events like Crews Lake Earth Day. We can make use of the hard
work of all the volunteers in the state working to give us the online tools to utilize and advo-
cate for the use of native plants. Let’s draw on those tools and make the commitment to the
mission of FNPS easier and a lot more interesting!

The Nature Coastline 12
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USDA Zones
Suitable to grow in:
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Acer rubrum

Red Maple

Sapindaceae

Plant Specifics

Size: 45 to 50 ft tall by 35 to 50 ft wide. Trunk diameter up to 2 ft.
Life Span: Long-lived perennial

Flower Color: Red

Fruit Color: Red

Phenology: Deciduous. Blooms in winter. Fruits ripen quickly after bloom
Habitats: Flatwoods, swamps, moist secondary woods
Landscaping

Recommended Uses: Shade or fall color tree for moist areas.
Light: -

Moisture Tolerance:  Usually molst, occasional inundation ==—- to =---- Not wet
not extremely dry

Salt Water Flooding  Not salt tolerant of inundation by salty or brackish water.
Tolerance:

Salt Spray Tolerance: Low/no tolerance of salty wind or direct salt spray

Soil/Substrate: Organic material (muck), Sand

Wildlife

Seeds consumed mostly by squirrels and other rodents.

Attracts bees.

Larval host for imperial moth (Eacles imperialis) , cecropia silkmoth
(Hyalophora cecropia), polyphemus moth(Antheraea polyphemus) and r
maple moth (Dryocampa rubicunda).
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Lyonia Lucida

By Peggy A. Gretchen FNPS Member Pasco Master Gardener Volunteer

" Photo by Mary Keim

Botanical Name: Lyonia Iucida | - f : ; gv@onialucid

Common Name: Shiny Lyonia, Fetterbush
Family: Ericaceae (Heath)

Type of Plant: Native evergreen long-lived perennial shrub with erect |
to arching branches, attractive shiny leaves, and numerous showy
flowers in spring. Forms colonies and slowly spreads by underground
stems forming dense thickets. The common name “fetterbush” refers
to the dense growth habit of this shrub because it tends to restrict or
“fetter” the movement of humans or animals when it grows in abun-
spp.) and azaleas (Rhododendron spp.).

Height: 3-8 feet, up to about 10 feet.

Width: 2-5 feet or more. Spreads to form colonies over time.
Spacing: 3-4 feet when planting.

How to Identify:

Bark: Thin, reddish-brown and gray banding. Branches sharply 3-angled.

Leaves: Alternate, simple, ovate to broadly elliptic, 1-3 inches long, smooth, leathery, shiny evergreen leaves with en-
tire margins having a distinctive thickened ridge around the lower leaf surface and conspicuous midrib and submar-
ginal veins which help to identify this plant. Coppery leaves when young.

Flowers: Showy, numerous, bell-shaped or urn-shaped, five-lobed, pale whitish-pink to pink to very dark pink or rose
(reddish), about 1/2-inch long, borne in clusters (racemes) at the leaf axils (base) along the previous year’s branches.

Pleasant honey-like fragrance. Flowering Time: Late Winter — Early Spring.

Fruit: A small, brown, ovoid capsule, five-chambered, containing numerous tiny seeds which appears in summer.

Habitat: Common in moist pine flatwoods, bogs, bayheads, and edges of cypress swamps and ponds. Typically on
hummocks in wetlands. More rarely in scrub, scrubby flatwoods, and dry hammocks (upland mixed woodlands).

Distribution: Nearly throughout Florida (including Pasco Co.), except for Monroe and Suwanee Co. and the Keys.
Coastal plain of Virginia, south throughout Florida, and west to Louisiana. Hardiness Zones: 7-10B.

Landscape Use / Wildlife Benefit: The shiny, evergreen foliage and showy spring flowers make Shiny Lyonia a nice
ornamental native shrub. Use as an accent, along foundations, in a hedge or border, in mixed shrub beds, or in natu-
ralistic landscapes where it adds diversity to a mixed understory planting when used in small masses with other native
shrubs and groundcovers (think pine flatwoods). Nice addition to wetter landscapes and useful in masses along edges
of natural woodlands and near swamp edges. It will colonize over time to form a dense groundcover. The flowers will
attract butterflies, bees, and other pollinators for nectar.The fruits are eaten by birds and other wildlife. The foliage
will provide cover for wildlife.




Cultivation: Adapts to a wide variety of growing conditions.
Soil: Well-drained, sandy to fertile, organic (loamy or clay). Acidic.
Light: Full Sun — Partial Shade. Well adapts to a shady landscape. Will tolerate dappled shade all day.

Water: Prefers usually moist. Tolerates occasional inundation or seasonal flooding. Moderate to high drought toler-
ance once established. Irrigate for about the first year to well establish, then should survive on natural rainfall. Do not
overwater as this may contribute to decline or leaf spotting.

Miscellaneous: Little to no maintenance once established. You may remove old fruits for aesthetics or root suckers
to prevent spread if desired. Difficult to transplant due to clonal nature. May prune if desired to shape, and be sure to
prune soon after blooming as, each spring, it will bloom on last year’s growth. Prone to leaf spotting under cultivation.
Toxicity is unknown; however, it is thought to be quite toxic to mammals/livestock when ingested and sap may cause
skin irritation. Low salt tolerance.

Propagation: Easily grown by fresh seed. With more difficulty, may be grown from cuttings--use a mist bed.

Availability: Often at native plant nurseries. See www.plantrealflorida.org!

Note: There are five species of Lyonia which occur in Florida. In Pasco County, you may also find 2 other species: 1)
Rusty Lyonia or Staggerbush=Lyonia ferruginea which is frequently found in scrub and scrubby flatwoods in North and
Central Florida. 2) Coastalplain Staggerbush=Lyonia fruticosa which is frequent in scrub and flatwoods in the central
and eastern Panhandle through Central Florida and extending into South Florida. The other Lyonia species in Florida
are Piedmont Staggerbush=L. mariana and Maleberry=L. ligustrina.

References:

Florida Native Plant Society: www.fnps.org/plant/lyonia-lucida.

Florida Wildflower Foundation: www.flawildflowers.org/flower-friday-lyonia-lucida/.

UF/IFAS Extension: https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu. FOR 261/FR 323: Lyonia lucida, Fetterbush, Michael G. Andreu, Melissa H.
Friedman, Mary McKenzie, and Heather V. Quintana, June 2010, reviewed June 2019.

Haehle, Robert G. and Joan Brookwell, Native Florida Plants, Houston, Texas, Gulf Publishing Company, 1999.

Hall, David W., Illustrated Plants of Florida and the Coastal Plain, Second Edition, Gainesville, Florida, University Press
of Florida, 2020.

Hall, David W., William J. Weber, Wildflowers of Florida and the Southeast, 2011.

Huegel, Craig N., Native Florida Plants for Shady Landscapes, Gainesville, Florida, University Press of Florida, 2015.
Matrazzo, Stacey and Nancy Bissett, Native Plants for Florida Gardens, West Palm Beach, Florida, Pineapple Press,
2020.

Nelson, Gil, Florida’s Best Native Landscape Plants, Gainesville, Florida, University Press of Florida, 2003.

Osorio, Rufino, A Gardener’s Guide to Florida’s Native Plants, Gainesville, Florida, University Press of Florida, 2001.
Taylor, Walter Kingsley, Florida Wildflowers, A Comprehensive Guide, Gainesville, Florida, University Press of Florida,
2013.

Tobe, Dr. John D. et al., Florida Wetland Plants An Identification Manual, Tallahassee, Florida, Florida Department of
Environmental Protection, 1998.

Wasowski, Sally, with Andy Wasowski, Gardening with Native Plants of the South, Dallas, Texas, Taylor Publishing Co.,
1994,

Wunderlin, Richard P., and Bruce F. Hansen, Guide to the Vascular Plants of Florida, Third Edition, Gainesville, Florida,
University Press of Florida, 2011.
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FNPS is officially in pursuit of the "pre-sales" required for the plate to go into actual production and then be available for distribu-
tion to the public. The bottom line for FNPS, quite literally, is that we will receive $25 for every plate sold, and annually thereafter
for every plate that is renewed. Reaching this milestone is a big step forward for FNPS and could provide a meaningful source of
continuing income in support of our mission.

The mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote the preservation, conservation, and restoration of the
native plants and native plant communities of Florida.

Your financial support helps fund:

Support for conservation land acquisition

Participation in land management that enhances habitat suitability for native plants, wildlife, and beneficial insects.
Education about our native species and landscapes

Public policies that protect our native flora, especially rare species

Supporting legislation to protect our natural lands and native plants.

Research on native plant species

Encouragement of local landscaping practices and policies that preserve Florida's native plant heritage

The legislation that allowed creation of the plate requires that it include at least five plant species native to Florida, conform to a
"camouflage" theme, and include the words "Florida" at the top and "Native" at the bottom. The final mock-up, pictured below,
meets those criteria and actually includes six native plant species-longleaf pine, slash pine, live oak, Spanish moss, the green- fly
orchid, and-of course!-a saw palmetto frond placed front-and-center. The plate lettering will appear to the left and right of the
palmetto.

At least 3,000 plates must be sold in advance before any will be produced, and if we are unable to reach that threshold within 2
years the plate will be forever deauthorized. That means we are encouraging FNPS members to step up to the plate and express
your support for our organization by committing $33. IN ADVANCE - the sooner the better, because plates will be produced only
after 3,000 plates have been sold. If we fall short of the 3,000 minimum in pre-sales, anybody who "purchased" one can choose to
either receive a refund of their purchase price, or ask that their money be applied to future motor vehicle registration charges.

You can best help us take advantage of this opportunity by signing up for a pre-sale yourself at

https://www.fnps.org/support/license

You can also choose to do it in person at the offices of your county's Tax Collector. By prior agreement with the State of Florida,
the St. Johns County license tag agency will be fulfilling all requests regardless of where you live.
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