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I know we are all busy using the last few days of lower temps and humidity to get our 

gardens ready for the spring blooms to come, and also please take some time to re-

member all the marvelous things that FNPS does for us.   

The annual FNPS conference will be held May 20th, 2022, at 8:00 AM through May 
22nd, 2022 at 6:00 PM.  Please support FNPS by registering and attending the con-
ference.  The FNPS Annual Conference is a wonderful opportunity to expand one's 
knowledge of native plants, use of natives in local landscapes, and ecology. Programs 
range from those targeted at the newcomer to Florida to presentations on research. 
The typical program is both educational and entertaining. Registration for the confer-
ence is open now.  You can find out more about the Conference by going to our Con-
ference pages.  https://forms.fnps.org/civicrm/event/info?id=89&reset=1. 
The educational opportunities that FNPS and its members offer are among my favor-
ite things that FNPS facilitates. 
Our individual chapters offer monthly meetings with programs that  typically provide 
both education and entertainment on subjects ranging from, care of native land-
scapes, to rare plant conservation, to current issues in conservation, to wildlife and 
native bees, and a broad range of other subjects.  Our current program director, Pat 
Kelly, always provides entertaining and educational programming at our monthly 
meetings.   
Field trips are an important part of educational outreach. They promote the mission 
of FNPS in a manner no other activities can. Field trips get people out into natural 
communities where they learn how ecosystems function and begin to appreciate the 
beauty of the native plants that are our heritage in Florida. It's a fact that people 
must first learn to love what they will later choose to protect. 
FNPS sponsors numerous field trips annually both through our chapters and at the 
annual conference. In total, we offer over 200 field trips annually, each with a knowl-
edgeable leader and enthusiastic participants.  Our chapter field trip director, Becky 
Clayton, works with Pat Kelly to organize field trips that follow up the chapter pro-
grams and further our understanding of those topics.   
Please continue to support FNPS and its goals by attending the conference in May 

and by purchasing your FNPS license plate now!  https://forms.fnps.org/license-plate

-voucher.   

 

Molly Hays 
Vice-President 
Nature Coast Chapter of FNPS 

https://forms.fnps.org/civicrm/event/info?id=89&reset=1
https://forms.fnps.org/license-plate-voucher
https://forms.fnps.org/license-plate-voucher


Nature Coast Chapter meetings, field trips, and 

activities are open to FNPS members and the public 

alike. 
Monthly meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m.  
Location:  Meetings are held at  
Heritage Park Community Center  
5401 Land O' Lakes Blvd 
Land O' Lakes, FL 34639  
 

"If you have not been fully vaccinated, wear a mask." 

Email naturecoastfnps@gmail.com 

Chapter website: pasconativeplants.org 
Chapter E-mail: naturecoastfnps@gmail.com 
Facebook Group 
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/
PascoNativePlants/  
twitter.com/NatureCoastFNPS 
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To become a member go to FNPS.org and click on 
“Join/Support” at the upper right-hand corner of 
screen. Print form, complete, and mail form to FNPS, 
or call. You may also join at a chapter meeting. 

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS  
Gold $500  
Patron $250  
Business $150  
Non-Profit $150  
Supporting $100  
Household $50  
Individual $35  
Full Time Student $15  
 
OR BOOST YOUR SUPPORT by renewing as a Sustain-
ing Member -- easy $10 monthly payments automati-
cally and securely charged to your credit card.  CREDIT 
CARD PAYMENT REQUIRED. No checks/invoicing. Sus-
taining membership remains in effect as long as you 
wish and your card number is valid.  

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL 

INFORMATION FOR THE FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY, A 

FLORIDA-BASED NONPROFIT CORPORATION 

(REGISTRATION NO. CH3021), MAY BE OBTAINED FROM 

THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-

FREE 1-800-HELP-FLA (435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE OR 

VISITING THEIR WEBSITE AT csapp.800helpfla.com. REGIS-

TRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT.  

The Society fulfills its mission through: 

 Support for conservation land acquisition 

 Land management that enhances habitat suitability for 
native plants 

 Education 

 Public policies that protect our native flora, especially 
rare species 

 Research on native plant species 

 Encouragement of local landscaping practices and poli-
cies that preserve Florida's native plant heritage 

OFFICERS:    

President vacant   

Vice President Molly Hays 813-469-9597 bomaka@aol.com 

Treasurer Jonnie Spitler 813-435-8143 jspitler1120@gmail.com 

Secretary Carol Mcaloon 813-928-7724 cherylmcaloon@me.com  

 Carol Vanek 813-949-5588 cvanek@tampabay.rr.com 

Chapter Rep Diane Caruso 813-334-2886 dhavescaruso@hotmail.com 

CHAIRPERSONS    

Audio/Visual Molly Hays 813-469-9597 bomoka@aol.com 

Conservation Janice Howie 727-848-7689 janicehowie@aol.com 

Construction Richard Stauffer 352-584-7116 villavista9453@gmail.com 

Facebook Administrator Molly Hays 813-469-9597 bomoka@aol.com  

Field Trips Rebecca Clayton 813-416-5672 raclayton01@yahoo.com 

Landscape Consultant David Barnard 813-406-3313 1954barn@gmail.com 

Library Sharon Holding 727-843-9771 shrnholding@gmail.com 

Membership/Books Julie Wert 727-863-1363 aripekajule@verizon.net 

Newsletter Editor Karen Wright 813-468-9201 jwrigh15@tampabay.rr.com 

Nominating Committee Jo Anne Hartzler 813-310-7676 usarealty@msn.com 

Plant Auction Joel  Jackson 813-528-8156 joeljack@tampabay.rr.com 

Plant Sale  Peggy Gretchen 813-991-4812 herculesmpg@hotmail.com 

Programs/Plant Sale Pat Kelly 352-424-2224  patriciak03@gmail.com 

Publicity Sandra Vanno 727-207-1853 sandravanno@gmail.com 

Refreshments Rebecca Dance 813-368-9041 rstarrdance@aol.com 

Web Master Melissa Perkins 813-417-5506 melperk100@gmail.com 

    

    

mailto:naturecoastfnps@gmail.com
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fpasconativeplants.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGJ3hQ6FNRTiogdF3tJyiZc5v_Vmg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fpasconativeplants.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGJ3hQ6FNRTiogdF3tJyiZc5v_Vmg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fpasconativeplants.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGJ3hQ6FNRTiogdF3tJyiZc5v_Vmg
mailto:naturecoastfnps@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/PascoNativePlants/
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http://www.facebook.com/PascoNativePlants%0dtwitt
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mailto:bomoka@aol.com
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mailto:raclayton01@yahoo.com
mailto:1954barn@gmail.com
mailto:aripekajule@verizon.net
mailto:joeljack@tampabay.rr.com
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FNPS Nature Coast Chapter Facebook Group  

Message from Molly Hays,   

Facebook Administrator 

Do you have a Facebook account?   

Check out our new and exciting Nature Coast Chapter group page.   

Here’s how you can find the group on Facebook: 

 1)Go to facebook.com and log in.  

 2)In the search bar, type in the name “Nature Coast Chapter Florida Native Plant Society”.  

 3) click on the JOIN button.    

Here you will be treated to news and photos of NCC field trips and members sharing photos of their plants giving you 
ideas for your garden, photos of plants currently in bloom, information about native nurseries to see and to purchase 
just what you need to add to your garden, educational webinars demonstrating ideas  such as how to design a native 
garden in your landscape, and links to purchase items such as informative books, and lovely calendars and note cards 
with beautiful photos of native plants.   

We now have 128  members in our Facebook group. and always love welcoming new members.   

Purchase  Books, Calendars & Cards to Benefit the Nature Coast Chapter 

A way to support the Nature Coast Chapter is to purchase beautiful 2021 calendars and note cards created by chapter member, 
Pat Kelly.  To purchase calendars and/or cards go to https://www.facebook.com/groups/PascoNativePlants/  and order with 
your credit card.   

If you prefer to pay by check, send an  email to Pat Kelly at patriciak03@gmail.com   

 

FNPS Nature Coast Chapter website  http://naturecoast.fnpschapters.org/ 

Mellissa Perkins  does a great job as  our Website Administrator.  Stay current with all our chapter information about 

meetings and events plus photos and links to the FNPS website.    

AmazonSmile  https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F   

Shop at smile.amazon.com and we’ll donate 0.5% of eligible purchases to your favorite charitable organiza-

tion—no fees, no extra cost.  Register and choose FNPS as your charitable organization.  

Pre-order your FNPS license plate now at 

https://citrus.fnpschapters.org/new-license-plate/ 

At least 3,000 plates must be sold in advance before any 

will be produced  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/PascoNativePlants/
mailto:patriciak03@gmail.com
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Nature Coast Chapter Website 

Administered by Melissa Perkins 

The website contains information about upcoming events and programs with the Nature Coast chapter. Even if you 
cannot find the latest edition of the Nature Coastline or you aren’t a Facebook guru, you can find the same activities 
listed on our website. If you have trouble remembering the name of the website, that should not be a problem. We 
have made it easier to search for our website. If you search for Florida Native Plants and Nature Coast, or something 
similar, chances are the search engine on your computer will find our website address for you. 
This is a trying time for all of us, and many of our events have either been postponed or cancelled. But, as we begin to 

reopen and start to bring back activities, check the website for updates. Things are changing weekly. Currently, we 

have a couple of outings planned for the near future and there is also a plant sale coming up as well. So, please, check 

out the website for information on upcoming events. 

Also, I would like to invite all of you to give suggestions of what you would like to see on the website. Your feedback 
will help make our website a better and more informative place to visit. I encourage everyone to give suggestions. The 
website is a work in progress and especially right now, content will be changing. So, any ideas of something you think 
would be interesting topic to put in the website, please let me know.   
 
My email address is melperk100@gmail.com. I’m looking for something that would be a recurring theme, such as the 
Plant Profile section that we have currently.  I will take all ideas to the board of directors so decisions can be made 
about our future content. 
Stay safe and I look forward to seeing everyone very soon! 

Melissa Perkins- Webmaster 

Have you looked at our website lately?  

Go to http://naturecoast.fnpschapters.org  and check us out!  

Molly has created a YouTube video about our chapter.   

Go to https://www.youtube.com/ and search on Nature Coast Chapter 

You will find an Overview video. Click on link to view and listen.  

We have something New….on Youtube   

mailto:melperk100@gmail.com
http://naturecoast.fnpschapters.org
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Monthly Native Plant Walks at 

 Lettuce Lake Conservation Park  
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Calendar of Events  -  March Meeting and Field Trip  

Ethnobotany is the study of a region's plants and their prac-
tical uses through the traditional knowledge of a local cul-
ture and people. Ethnobotanists explore how these plants 
are used as food, clothing, shelter, fodder, fuel, furniture, 
and both as physical and metaphysical medicine. Cameron 
will talk about the Florida Native Plant Garden and his in-
ternship there renovating and replanting the Garden. His 
goal was to incorporate Seminole Ethnobotanical history, 
add new plantings, and update signage. He will show us the 
changes that have been made and future plans for the na-
tive gardens. 

Cameron Dasher is an Undergraduate student at Eckerd Col-
lege, with studies including a mix of Anthropology, Biology, 
and Environmental Studies, concentrating on Ethno-
botany.  He worked, as a summer intern from Eckerd College, 
alongside the Florida Botanical Garden Foundation (FBGF) in 
Largo renovating and replanting the Florida Native Garden. 

 

Presenter: Cameron Dasher  

Tuesday, March 8,  2022 at 7:00 p.m. Heritage Park Community Ctr 

Title/Topic: Seminole Ethnobotany at the Florida Bo-
tanical Gardens  

 

March Field Trip:  Florida Native Plant Garden at Florida Botanical Gardens 
Date and Time: Saturday, March 12, 10:00 a.m. 

Location:  12520 Ulmerton Rd., Largo, FL  33774.  
There are several entrances make sure you enter from Ulmerton Road. 

Meet: in front of the UF/IFAS Extension Building near the entrance from Ulmerton Rd. 

Field Trip Leader: Cameron Dasher, will lead us on a tour of the Florida Native Plant Garden that he worked on during 
his summer internship there renovating and replanting the Garden, with the goal of incorporating Ethnobotanical his-
tory, adding new plantings and updated signage and volunteer opportunities. He will show us the changes that have 
been made and future plans. After our tour you are free to explore the other areas of the gardens.  Here is a map and 
other info about the gardens. https://flbgfoundation.org .   
 
The Florida Botanical Gardens is a 100-acre Park, managed by the Pinellas County Parks and Conservation Resources 
Department, that inspires and educates visitors by showcasing flora, fauna and natural resources in motivational sur-
roundings that promote environmentally friendly techniques.  The gardens are divided into several separate demon-
stration gardens and areas including a few formal gardens. They include a native garden, herb garden, butterfly gar-
den, palm garden, wetlands walkway and wildlife corridor and areas and gardens.   
 
Directions to Florida Botanical Gardens, 12520 Ulmerton Rd, Largo, FL 33774: From I-75 head south and keep right at 
the fork and continue on I275, follow the signs for Interstate 275 S/Tampa/Saint Petersburg for 30.3 miles. Take exit 30 
for 118th Ave N/FL-686/Roosevelt Blvd toward County Rd 296 W .Keep left at the fork, follow signs for Co Rd 296/U.S-
19 and merge onto 118th Ave N for 9.1 miles. Merge onto 118th Ave N1.6 miles.  Continue onto Bryan Dairy Rd fir 3.7 
miles. Continue onto County Road 296/102nd Ave. for 1.9 miles and turn right onto 113th St. N. In 1 mile turn left onto 
Walshingham Rd and travel .7 miles. Turn Right into the Gardens.   
 
Bring a hat, water and wear sunscreen and good walking shoes.  
Lunch: To be determined   
Need a Ride?  Willing to drive? Let me know I’ll try to match you up.  
Questions:  Call or text Becky at 813-416-5672 or email raclayton01@yahoo.com 

https://flbgfoundation.org/
https://www.pinellascounty.org/parks_conservation/
https://www.pinellascounty.org/parks_conservation/
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Calendar of Events  - April meeting and Field Trip 

Tuesday, April 12,  2022 at 7:00 p.m. Heritage Park Community Ctr 

Title/Topic:  Big Pine Tract: The Longleaf Pine Survi-
vors 

Presenter:  Alice Herden has been a volunteer at Chinsegut Conserva-
tion Center located in Brooksville for 7 years. She helped organized 
programs, lead nature hikes as well as offered nature photography 
workshops. She freelanced for Hernando Sun, for five years covering 
sports, community, and environmental reporting and photography.  
Her continued education entails two career diplomas, Wild-
life/Forestry Conservation and Freelance Writing, from Penn Foster in 
2019 and received her Florida Master Naturalist certification through 
the adult education UF/IFAS Extension, Florida Master Naturalist Pro-
gram. She also obtained a certification at Cornell Lab Bird Academy in 
Ornithology: Comprehensive Bird Biology, which she completed in Oc-
tober 2020. Alice was nominated for Agricultural & Environmental 
Reporting for articles published in Hernando Sun in the Florida Press 
Association Weekly Newspaper Contest. She placed second for 
Agricultural & Environmental Reporting and awarded first place in 
Portfolio Photography in 2018 and took home first place in 2019. She 
was awarded the Robert J. Ellison Memorial Award for Portfolio 
Photography in 2018.  She has been a part-time staff position as an 
Educational Specialist at Chinsegut Conservation Center for one year. 

The Big Pine Tract is named for its old growth long-
leaf pines which survived the decimation of what 
was once the dominant tree of the South.  We’ll 
hear the history of this area and the Chinsegut Wild-
life and Environmental Area, the past and present 
land management strategies and the plants and ani-
mals of interest. 

April Field Trip:  Chinsegut Wildlife and Environmental Area (WEA)  
Big Pine Tract Hike, Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission 

Date and Time: Saturday, April 16, 9:00 a.m. 
Location: Meet at the parking lot of Big Pine Tract  
12060 Old Crystal River Road, Brooksville, Fl 34601  

Field Trip Leader: Alice Herden, Education Specialist, Chinsegut Conservation Center.The Big Pine Tract is named for its 
venerable longleaf pines, which are giants not only in height but also in historical significance. Longleaf was once the 
dominant tree of the South, covering nearly 100 million acres from Virginia to Texas.  During the many decades in 
America’s history when both commerce and war depended on wooden ships, longleaf provided enormous quantities 
of tar, pitch, turpentine, resin, and lumber, all mainstays of the southern economy.  Longleaf pines are also mainstays 
of the South’s natural history. They grow best with lots of room between them, which lets sunlight nourish lush layers 
of grasses and wildflowers that, in turn, support a rich array of wildlife.  
 
Here, these long-standing trees somehow escaped the fate of most of the South’s longleaf, although Big Pine, too, has 
had its problems: starved for fire, attacked by insects, and invaded by exotic plants. Recovery has begun, and in time, 
Big Pine will look as it did when humans first laid eyes on it.  Chinsegut preserves one of the few remaining stands of 
this intact old-growth longleaf pine in Florida. The unique character of this pine forest and the variety of other natural 
communities support a diversity of associated wildlife including common native plants and wildlife, as well as rare and 
imperiled species. There are many different species of native plants, insects, reptiles, amphibians, spiders, butterflies 
and fungi that have been seen on the Tract.  Here is the project link to iNaturalist if you are interested in seeing what 
has been reported. https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/florida-wma-chinsegut-wildlife-and-environmental-area 
And here is a trail guide.  https://myfwc.com/media/26541/chinsegut-trailguide.pdf  (Big Pine Tract is the second 
page). 
 
Directions:  12060 Old Crystal River Road, Brooksville, FL 34601. From the  Land O Lakes Community Center head 
north on US41N for 29 miles.  Pass by a Dairy Queen at 25 miles. Make a slight left onto Old Crystal River Rd and travel 
.9 miles to the entrance to the Big Pine Tract on your right.  
Questions?  Contact Becky Clayton at raclayton01@yahoo.com 813-416-5672 with any questions. 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/florida-wma-chinsegut-wildlife-and-environmental-area
https://myfwc.com/media/26541/chinsegut-trailguide.pdf
mailto:raclayton01@yahoo.com
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January and February Field Trips  

Joel Jackson leads the 

field trip at Lettuce 

Lake Park  in January 

Mike Terry  leads 

the field trip at 

SWFWMD’s Upper 

Hillsborough 

Tract in February  

Photos by  Molly Hays and 

Becky Clayton 
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Hi everyone! 

Welcome back to the garden Girls newsletter. 

Although harvesting deer has a bad wrap, it is very important for our ecosystem and popula-
tion. Besides being an amazing source of protein and healthier alternative to other meats, har-
vesting helps keep the population of deer at safe numbers.  Too many deer in an area causes 
overgrazing and the eventual loss of brush and shrubs in forested areas. Loss of undergrowth 
means no place for small animals and birds to shelter and nest. The result is the disappearance 
of many native species that no longer have access to the habitat they need.  
 
If harvesting deer wasn’t allowed, then there will be too many deer crowding woodlands and 
even neighborhoods. As more homes are being built, there is becoming less natural habitats for 
deer.  This causes them to push into the surrounding cities. Picture this, you wake up in the 
morning to a rustling noise and that noise is a deer in your trash can , eating your gardens or 
destroying your farmland.    
 
Then on your way to work or school there are car crashes and car horns honking because of  
the number of deer on our roads.  Did you know there are more than 1 million car accidents 
with deer each year? 
 
Also, over population of deer causes many different diseases such as Lyme disease, which can 
effect animals and humans.   
 
Hopefully if you thought hunting was bad then this changes your mind because venison is 
healthier for you, and hunting keeps the deer population and humans safe.  Hunters are the 
population heroes. Even if this didn’t change your mind, please be respectful of hunters as  
they provide for their family and keep the deer population down. 

 
FNPS is collaborating with hunting groups to get their support for the new proposed FNPS 
 license plate . Have you noticed the camouflage design? 
 

Violet and Lily , 

The Garden Girls 
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Lessons from the Landscape 

By  Julie Wert  
The benches around our fire pit are for more than resting between hot dog roasts. They also provide a seat 

for wildlife viewing. In late January, while resting on a bench facing the Florida or American Elm, (Ulmus 

americana, synonym U. Americana var. floridana). I noticed how busy it was in the bare branches of the tree.  

There were several squirrels taking a break from stealing late tomatoes, scurrying up and down the 

branches. I saw small birds, mostly Cardinals, Carolina Chickadees and Tufted Titmouse, picking at what I 

thought at first was the numerous blooms or insects. Doing some research and observation established the 

wildlife was eating the seeds of the tree. 

The family Ulmaceae is worldwide and ancient. There are four native 

trees in the Ulnus genus in Florida, all having the characteristic fruit a 

samara. A samara is a dry, one-seeded, winged fruit that comes after 

the flowers in early spring before leaf-out, attracting small pollina-

tors. Both flower and seed provide food for wildlife in late winter and 

early spring when other sources are scarce. Seed production is best 

every year or two. We also have another species of Elm, a Winged 

Elm, (Ulmus alata) that seems to alternate seed production with the 

American elm. It’s a more compact tree, suitable to a smaller space, 

with the unusual trait of corky wings on the branches and twigs.  

Both species are attractive, fast growing trees that prefer moist con-

ditions but are adaptable to dry and seasonally wet areas. They pro-

vide shade in the summer and are deciduous to provide sun in winter 

where needed.  They provide food, cover and nesting space for birds and are the larval plants for the Ques-

tion Mark butterfly. In his wonderful book Bringing Nature Home, Doug Tallamy lists the Elms as supporting 

213 species of Lepidoptera in the mid-Atlantic region. The elms in our state have few problems with Dutch 

Elm disease if Florida stock is used. They are excellent trees that should be used more often, providing more 

people with new wildlife viewing opportunities. 

Florida Elm is available at Sweet Bay Nursery (https://sweetbaynursery.com/) and Winged Elm is available 
from Green Isle Gardens (https://www.greenislegardens.com/#/) . Check the website of Florida Native Nurs-
eries https://www.plantrealflorida.org/plants/ for more choices. 

https://sweetbaynursery.com/
https://www.greenislegardens.com/#/
https://www.plantrealflorida.org/plants/
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Our sincere sympathies for two 

of our members who lost loved 

ones recently.   

Please keep Jonnie Spitler and 

Diane Caruso in your thoughts 

and prayers.  

Jonnie’s husband Robert  (Rob) 

passed away on January 20,2022.  

They shared 50 years of mar-

riage.  

Diane Caruso’s  sister, Denise 

Young passed away.  

 



 

Botanical Name:  Lupinus diffusus  

 

Common Name:  Sky Blue Lupine 

 

Family:  Fabaceae or Leguminosae (Pea or 
Bean)  

 

Type of Plant:  Native herbaceous annual, biennial, or short-lived perennial wildflower arising from a woody taproot 
with erect to sprawling habit. Northern genetic strains in the natural range are reported to be more or less reliably 
perennial; however, it often behaves as an annual (dies after flowering) in the southern part of its range. A member of 
the Fabaceae family, it has nodules on the roots which contain nitrogen-fixing bacteria  which help it to thrive in poor, 
low fertility soils. Will slowly and sparingly spread by self-sown seed. Seeds may lie dormant for years, waiting for just 
the right conditions to germinate, including fire.  

Height:  2-3.5 feet.  Width:  1-3 feet or more. 

How to Identify: 
Leaves:  Evergreen, basal rosettes with stem leaves alternate, stalked, unifoliate, blade elliptic to elliptic-lanceolate, 
1.2-4.8 in. long and 0.6-2 in. wide, and densely covered with many soft silvery white hairs. Stipules, which are a bristle-
like appendage found in pairs at the base of the long leaf stalk (petiole), are present and may distinguish this species 
from others in the genus. 

Flowers:  Showy, numerous, light to dark purplish blue, borne in dense spike-like clusters called racemes with individ-
ual stalked flowers about 0.5 in. long, and arising at stem tips and held above the foliage. The individual flowers are 
pea-like with a broad upper petal with a conspicuous white or cream spot and the two lower petals are fused.  

Flowering Time:  Spring.  February – May.  Year-round in south Florida.     

Fruit:  An elongated, flattened, densely hairy pod with many small hard seeds, about 1-2 inches long, and appearing in 
late spring to summer. 

Habitat:  Common in sandhills and dry, open hammocks. Also found in sand pine scrub, oak scrub, dry pine flatwoods, 
and coastal strand. 

Distribution:  Western Panhandle and throughout peninsular Florida, including Pasco County, except Miami-Dade and 
Monroe and north to North Carolina and west to Mississippi.  Hardiness Zones:  8A – 10B. 

Landscape Use / Wildlife Benefit:  This beautiful and much-loved native wildflower is extremely difficult to propagate 
and cultivate in the home landscape. For all of you green thumbs who like a challenge, try sowing seed, if you can ob-
tain some, directly in the ground in a very well-drained, deeply sandy, open, sunny site. It does not transplant well due 
to long taproot. In the wild, the roots become inoculated by specific rhizobial bacteria and form nodules that enable 
the plant to survive the poor soils in which they occur. To enjoy the beauty of Lupines, it is best to go on a spring field 
trip and see it in its natural habitat!  Attracts butterflies and bees, including bumblebees and leaf cutting bees, for nec-
tar. It is the larval host plant for those butterflies and moths that use members of the Fabaceae, including the Gray 
Hairstreak butterfly and the endangered Frosted Elfin butterfly. 

 

SKY BLUE LUPINE 

By Peggy A. Gretchen      FNPS Member     Pasco Master Gardener Volunteer 



Cultivation:  Difficult! 

Soil:  Extremely well-drained, deeply sandy, acidic. Likes poor, low fertility. 

Light:  Full Sun. Six or more hours of direct sunlight each day. Keep surrounding vegetation from encroach-
ing and minimize competition. 

Water:  Likes it on the dry side. Very drought-tolerant. Water to establish, then allow it to survive on natural 
rainfall. Do not overwater. 

Miscellaneous:  Not salt-tolerant. Will spread some by self-sown seed. Remove spent plants. Reported to be 
toxic to livestock. 

Propagation:  By scarified seed. Seed remains viable for years. Very difficult! Does not like being started in 
pots or being transplanted. Does not like root disturbance. Collect and sow seeds in late spring or early sum-
mer directly in the ground where the plants are to grow. With lots of luck, seed will germinate in the fall 
and, if winter rains are adequate, plants may bloom in first spring, or perhaps not until second spring.   

Availability:  Generally, plants nor seeds are commercially available. 

Do not dig up plants in the wild. May collect seeds with permission. 

Note:  The other native Lupines in Florida are: 1) Perennial or Sundial Lupine, Lupinus perennis, which fre-
quently occurs in the sandhills and dry, open hammocks in the Panhandle. The leaves are palmately com-
pound (7- to 11-foliolate) and the flowers are shades of blue-violet or rose pink or white. 

2) Lady Lupine, Lupinus villosus, which occurs in panhandle and northern counties south to Polk Co. 3) Two 
varieties of Lupinus westianus. The blue flowers of var. westianus or Gulf Coast Lupine occur  in the coastal 
dunes and sandhills in the central and western Panhandle. The pink to rose flowers of var. aridorum or Beck-
ner’s Lupine, also called McFarlin’s Lupine, are rarely found in the scrub of Orange, Osceola, and Polk Cos. 

References: 
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Taylor, Walter Kingsley, Florida Wildflowers, A Comprehensive Guide, Gainesville, Florida, University Press of Florida, 
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FNPS is officially in pursuit of the "pre-sales" required for the plate to go into actual production and then be available for distribu-

tion to the public. The bottom line for FNPS, quite literally, is that we will receive $25 for every plate sold, and annually thereafter 

for every plate that is renewed. Reaching this milestone is a big step forward for FNPS and could provide a meaningful source of 

continuing income in support of our mission. 

The mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote the preservation, conservation, and restoration of the 
native plants and native plant communities of Florida. 

Your financial support helps fund: 

 Support for conservation land acquisition 

 Participation in land management that enhances habitat suitability for native plants, wildlife, and beneficial insects. 

 Education about our native species and landscapes 

 Public policies that protect our native flora, especially rare species 

 Supporting legislation to protect our natural lands and native plants. 

 Research on native plant species 

 Encouragement of local landscaping practices and policies that preserve Florida's native plant heritage 

 

The legislation that allowed creation of the plate requires that it include at least five plant species native to Florida, conform to a 

"camouflage" theme, and include the words "Florida" at the top and "Native" at the bottom. The final mock-up, pictured below, 

meets those criteria and actually includes six native plant species-longleaf pine, slash pine, live oak, Spanish moss, the green­ fly 

orchid, and-of course!-a saw palmetto frond placed front-and-center. The plate lettering will appear to the left and right of the 

palmetto.  

At least 3,000 plates must be sold in advance before any will be produced, and if we are unable to reach that threshold within 2 

years the plate will be forever deauthorized. That means we are encouraging FNPS members to step up to the plate and express 

your support for our organization by committing $33. IN ADVANCE - the sooner the better, because plates will be produced only 

after 3,000 plates have been sold. If we fall short of the 3,000 minimum in pre-sales, anybody who "purchased" one can choose to 

either receive a refund of their purchase price, or ask that their money be applied to future motor vehicle registration charges. 

 

You can best help us take advantage of this opportunity by signing up for a pre-sale yourself at 

 https://www.fnps.org/support/license  

You can also choose to do it in person at the offices of your county's Tax Collector. By prior agreement with the State of Florida, 

the St. Johns County license tag agency will be fulfilling all requests regardless of where you live.  

Show your support for FNPS  

Buy a voucher ($34) for our license plate  

https://www.fnps.org/support/license
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