July-August 2018

Nature Coast Chapter
meetings, field trips, and
activities are open to FNPS
members and the

public alike.

Monthly meetings are
held the 2nd Tuesday
of each month at 7 p.m.

Land O’ Lakes
Community Center

5401 Land O’ Lakes Blvd
(Us 41)
Land O’ Lakes, FL 34639

In the back meeting
room. Entrance is off the
courtyard on the south
side of the building.
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A Message from the President

Preaching to the choir or motivating to spread the word?

How many times have we heard our speak-
ers say they are “preaching to the choir”
when they give a presentation on an inter-
esting aspect of the native plant world. They
worry that because we are members of
ENPS, we already know everything about
Florida native plants. Personally, I find
there is always something to learn or
reinforce or motivate from every one of
our presentations.

Pat Kelly, our program chairperson, has
worked hard to plan diverse, interesting and
educational topics for the whole year and
we always go home with more information
than we had, and maybe a new plant for our
landscape. We get ideas how to improve
our own garden, learn about wildlife and
help others understand our natural environ-
ment. Many people that become members
of the Nature Coast Chapter as well as our
visitors are transplants from areas that have
completely different climates and planting
zones and for them this is valuable infor-
mation.

So, using the knowledge and motivation we
get from our varied speakers can help us
make a difference and “spread the word”.
There are so many ways to introduce people
to the advantages of planting natives and
preserving our natural environment. We

don’t have to be fanatical (like me) but use
our example. For instance, I have a friend
living in a suburb that never saw a hum-
mingbird in person. How excited he was
when one flew only a few feet away feeding
on a coral honeysuckle in my back yard.

Shlrley Denton

Purple Passionvine
Passiflora incarnata

This was a golden opportunity to talk about
native plants that encourage wildlife and
prove it. Another neighbor who saw a gulf
fritillary wanted to know what it was and
how to get them in her yard. What an op-
portunity! She now has a passion vine of
her own and loves attracting the butterflies.

So folks, share your knowledge and your
plants. Pot up your extras and have them
available. Passion vines, tropical sage and
other easy to grow plants are great to keep

Continued on Paie 2

The Mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote the
preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native plants and

native plant communities of Florida.



Meetings/ Programs

Creatures of the Night

Speaker: Lara Milligan

July 10

7 PM

This program will highlight some common nighttime
visitors to your yard. Lara will go over some basic biolo-
gy about each species, tips on how to identify which
species are visiting your yard and how to coexist with
these nocturnal creatures.

Speaker Bio: Lara Milligan is the Natural Resources
Agent for UF/IFAS Extension in Pinellas County. She
is stationed at Brooker Creek Preserve in Tarpon
Springs, but has county-wide responsibilities. Lara
works on a variety of natural resource issues with a fo-
cus on public education. Her areas of focus include:
wildlife, water, invasive species, backyard habitat, and
urban forestry. Before starting her current job, Lara at-
tended the University of Florida where she earned her
Bachelors and Masters degree in Natural Resource Con-
servation with a certificate in Environmental Education.

Movie Night: Seashore Eyewitness

Video

August 14 l
7PM

From crashing waves and

blasting winds to placid tide

pools, discover what makes

our coastlines so alluring to

the masses of wildlife and

humans who gather there.

Discover the fascinating wozld of the seashore along
with its strange and beautiful creatures and their fasci-
nating life cycles. Stunning real-life photographs of lob-
sters, tide pools, fish, seals, seabirds, and more offer a
unique "eyewitness" view of life on the seashore. See a
starfish on the move, how a sea urchin disguises itself, a
sea anemone catch a prawn, the inhabitants of a tide
pool, and fish that change color. Learn how a limpet
grips the rock, how a crab grows a new leg, how a
prawn becomes invisible, how seabirds catch fish, and
how a sea otter sleeps at sea. Discover how long sea-
weed can grow, why hermit crabs live in secondhand
shells, learn about clams that bote holes in solid rock,
where a puffin lays its eggs, and much more.

President from Page 1

on hand for the education of our unsuspecting
friends and neighbors. And we might get a few new
members along the way!

And don’t forget the children. Having easy to grow
plants for children that encourage butterflies and
birds and have pretty flowers are fun for them and
teach them to appreciate our natural world.

Thank you for being members of the Nature Coast
Chapter and supporting our mission.
Jonnie Spitler, President

Deadline for next
newsletter is August 1

Send to karen_watrous@yahoo.com

The Nature Coastline

Karen's Wildflowers
www.karenswildflowers.com

RAINBOW'’S END NATIVE PLANTS
www.renativeplants.com

CYPRESS ACRES NURSERY
DAVID 813-406-3313

Send information & your photos to Gail
Parsons to post on Facebook:
gailpar1@verizon.net

& Cheryl McAloon for the website:
cherylmcaloon@me.com




Freld Trips

No Field Trip Scheduled for July

No Field Trip Scheduled for August

Nature Coast Chapter ELECTIONS ARE COMING UP

Every year we have elections and
low and behold almost every year
we have the same wonderful folks
taking on the Chapter officers’
jobs. They are great people with
talent and willingness. There are
also some other wonderful chap-
ter members who have the exper-
tise and talent to hold these offic-
es. It would be beneficial to the
chapter to have different people
holding offices and bringing their
own ideas and talents to the job.
Please think about taking on one
of these offices.

We should change officers every
year or two to keep the chapter

alive and well. Below are descrip-
tions of the offices.

President: The president shall
preside over all meetings, serve as
ex-officio on all committees, sign
or countersign official docu-
ments, approve committees and
chairpersons, appoint chairper-

sons to the Executive Committee.

Vice President: The VP shall
exercise the functions of the
President during absence and
discharge duties assigned by Pres-
ident.

Secretary: The Secretary shall
serve as official recording officer
of the Chapter, be custodian of
Chapter records except financial
records, keep minutes, and report
minutes.

Treasurer: The Treasurer keeps
and maintains accurate accounts
of all financial transactions, pro-
vide treasury reports at meetings
and disburse funds.

Chapter Representative: The
Chapter Representative repre-
sents the chapter’s views at FNPS
and reports to the Chapter and
FNPS items of interest to the
chapter. The chapter rep also
maintains the bulletin board at
meetings. This officer needs to be
willing to travel.

So think about these jobs and
your willingness to take one on
for a year ot so.

the afternoon. You will not find a more knowl-

SAVE THE DATE

December 15", 2018
Three Chapter
Mini-Conference,
Potluck & Gathering

We are joining Pinellas and Suncoast
(Hillsborough County) chapters for an exciting
day at Brooker Creek Preserve on Saturday,
December 1" from 9-4.

It will be a fun day with opportunities for learn-
ing, listening and networking. Brooker Creek
Preserve is a pristine area with a modern educa-
tion facility, beautiful boardwalks, and wonder-
ful nature trails not far from Pasco County.

The morning agenda will consist of a talk bl
James Stevenson. He will also lead the walk in

The Nature Coastline

edgeable naturist in Florida. This is a must. Af-
ter the morning talk you can choose between
classes and a networking stroll.

One of the classes will be led by our own Katie
MacMillen, "Plant ID using a loop".

There will also be a Palm weaving class and casu-
al nature walk stroll.

After our potluck lunch, James will lead a walk
through the preserve concentrating on native
ferns.

This is a beautiful venue. Please put it on your
calendar. There were many of us who were not
able to go to the state conference. Let this be
our mini-conference. You will learn and have fun.

There will be an Eventbrite site to register. We
will keep you informed.



Chapter Representative News

The 38t Annual Florida Native Plant Society Conference Report

The 38" annual conference for Florida Native Plant Society was held on
May 17-20 at the Miccosukee Resort near Miami on the edge of the Ever-
glades. Yes, we were on the Miccosukee Indian Reservation. And yes
there was a casino on the first floor, but all our native plant activities

were happening on the 2" floor.

missed some good field trips

because they were on the first

day and the last day. I would
have had to spend another night in
order to meet early in the morning
for one of the first day field trips.
Many of the last day field trips were
good, but I had “been there, done
that”, such as the Fakahatchee
Swamp walk which I have done
twice. Maybe next year.

In the afternoon of the first day was
the Council of Chapters meeting.
Since I am our Nature Coast chapter
representative to the Council of
Chapters this was a must attend
meeting. Plus I was recently elected
to be Council vice-chair. I gave a
report on using the Council of Chap-
ters Facebook page since I had rec-
ommended at our August meeting
that we create a Facebook page just
for our COC. A new young member
volunteered along with myself to be
administrator for our new Facebook
page and it is a great tool for sharing
information about our chapters' is-
sues and successes.

There was a silent auction, native
plants for sale in the courtyard, and
lots of informative sessions to at-
tend. One of my favorite sessions
was The Million Orchid Project pre-
sented by Jason Downing, Ph.D. and
the Orchid Research Biologist at
Fairchild Tropical Gardens. Under
his direction Fairchild is propagat-
ing millions of native orchids for
reintroduction into South Florida’s
urban landscapes. Read more about
this project at Fairchild's website.

https:/ /www.fairchildoarden.org/mil

lionorchid

After this session I grabbed Jan Alyn
from Pinellas NPS and said “Let's go
find one of these sites” We drove
about 6 miles to West Kendall Bap-
tist Hospital and wandered the land-
scape until we found the orchids.
These orchids were put on the trees
at the entrance to the hospital by
volunteers from the hospital and
surrounding community with plans
to plant 2500 orchids on the grounds
of this hospital alone. See this web-

site for a video

https:/ /baptisthealth.net/baptist-
health-news/orchids-planted-at-
west-kendall-baptist-hospital-as-part-

of-conservation-project/.

One of the orchids widely used in
this project is the butterfly orchid
which we see here in our area grow-
ing mostly on large live oaks.

A big thank you to the south Florida
chapters that volunteered for this
event and made it such a success-
Dade, Broward (Coontie), and Lee
(Cocoloba).

Next vear the conference will be in

Citrus and we will be asked to volun-

teet.

I took the Tamiami Trail on the way
back home and stopped at the Oasis
Victor Center in the Big Cypress
Preserve. The visitor center had a
very large native garden that was
planted by Master Gardeners from
Naples. If you ever take this route to
Miami (US41) take a quick stop to
see the garden.

Your Chapter Representative,
Gail Parsons

In my garden are planted many Florida native plants in memory of pets and people. Marilyn Smullen
loved plants native to Florida; her yard won a landscaping award with the Florida Native Plant Society. A
favorite Florida native shrub of mine is Myrcianthes fragrans, Simpson's stopper. It is an evergreen which
grows to 15'-20', 3'-10' wide, which can be pruned to shape. It has lovely fragrant white flowers in the
spring for pollinators. In the fall, its red berries feed the birds. A Myrcianthes fragrans is planted outside
my front window, where | see it every day, in memory of Marilyn. Like her, it gives all year to its environs,

and is so sweet.

The Nature Coastline

Annie Johnson
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Lessons from the Landscape
By Julie Wert

ecently there was a marvelous
Nature program on PBS titled
Sex Lies and Butterflies. One of
the fascinating butterflies featured was a
Painted Lady. Consulting Butterflies of Florida
Field Guide shows Florida has two species,
Painted Lady, Vanessa cardui and American
Painted Lady, V. virginiensis.

Since I've never seen them in my yard, |
decided to find out the larval host plants.
Painted Lady larva use a variety of plants, es-
pecially thistles and mallows. Fine, | thought,
plenty of those nearby. American Painted La-
dy caterpillars use various Gamochaeta, or
Cudweeds and Everlastings. A consultation
with Florida Butterfly Gardening showed me a
photo of Wandering Cudweed (G. pensylvani-
cum). A search on the Atlas of Florida Plants
told me it was not native but others, especial-
ly the abundant and appropriately named
Delicate Everlasting (Gamochaeta antillana),
are native.

To my dismay | realized these were some
of the “weeds” | considered ugly enemies,
pulling them out when they dared show
themselves in the tidy part of the yard.
Worse, the same page had a photo of other
“ugly” weeds. Pellitory (Parietaria floridana)
and False Nettle (Boehmeria cylindrica) were
shown because they are the larval food of the
Red Admiral (Vanessa atalanta rubria), anoth-
er beautiful butterfly, on the previous page.
The book also has a list of common host
plants of weedy sites, many of them known
to me and usually disregarded or eliminated.

This discovery began another shift in the
way | view the plants that occur naturally in
my garden. Cultivating the attitude of pleas-

ure that native plants are doing their job
when being munched by critters and colo-
nized by tiny creatures like aphids was an ear-
lier change. That attitude is expanding now to
include “ugly” native plants fulfilling their
function, and modifying my definition of ugly.
Like Spanish Needles (Bidens alba), the plant
every pollinator seems to love, they can have
a place in my landscape. My eyes can register
them as important to the bionetworks, most-
ly out of my control. Happily, | can spend
more time observing instead of controlling!

For a list of larval and nectar plants for butter-
flies: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/uw057 or
https://www.fnps.org/plants/butterflies.

Gamochaeta antillana i,
Photo by Dennis Girard

Wunderlin, R. P, B. F. Hansen, A. R. Franck, and F. B. Essig.

2018. Atlas of Florida Plants (http:/ /florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/).[S. M.
Landry and K. N. Campbell (application development), USF Water
Institute.] Institute for Systematic Botany, University of South Florida,
Tampa. Accessed 6/2/2018.
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Ceraunus Blue butterfly caterpillars eat the leaves of some
plants in the pea family, like this perky little Rabbit Bells.

Trail Mix
By John Lampkin

Peas for dinner tonight? How about
peas for breakfast, lunch AND din-
ner, as well as your morning and af-
ternoon noshes and raid-the-
refrigerator-at-midnight-tide-me-
over? If you are a Ceraunus Blue but-
terfly caterpillar that’s the diet your
mother arranged for you. Well, not
the peas themselves, rather the leaves
of plants in the legume family. That
family, Fabaceae, includes peas like
Rabbit Bells as shown above with its
distinctive pea-flowers. It’s a pity the

caterpillars can’t enjoy the visual de-
light of the blooms—they don’t have
good vision like adults. They are sim-

ple eating machines, gobbling up the

leaves until pupating. Then they meta-

morphose into the tiny flashes of blue

dancing quickly though the pine flat-

woods and meadows. The one shown

above on a Yellow Hatpin flower is a

freshly emerged male giving us just a

peek of its brilliant blue upper side.

The female is a beautiful but more
subdued and brownish blue. When
flying, these striking patterns may

help them to find mates.

Rabbit Bells, Crotalaria rotundifolia, is a
widespread Florida native plant. Be-
cause it keeps a six-inches-from-the-
ground low profile it’s easily over-
looked, despite its rich yellow flowers.
Crotalaria is from a Greek word
meaning “rattle” and refers to the way
mature seeds rattle inside the plump
pea pod. Rotundifolia equates to
“round-leaved” although in reality,
the leaves are often more lanceolate
(skinny and pointy) than round.

Although the Ceraunus Blue larvae
only chow down on the leaves, the
beautiful Ornate Bella Moth larvae
develop inside crotalaria pods as well,
munching on the developing seeds. If
several larvae eat in the same pod it
could get crowded. The situation
could turn nasty, caterpillar fights
could break out and then the collat-

eral damage would be... Black-eved
Peas.

John Lampkin, notoriously capable of
writing an entire column for the sake
of a single bad joke, leads monthly
interpretive walks on the Sun City
Center Nature Trails. Contact him at

J[ohnl.ampkin@]ohnl.ampkin.com
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COGONGRASS

By Peggy A. Gretchen
FNPS Member
Pasco Master Gardener
Botanical Name: Imperata cylindrica
Common Name: Cogongrass
Family: Poaceae (Grass)

Type of Plant: NON-NATIVE INVASIVE (exotic) perennial grass from Southeast Asia. Considered one of the Top
10 worst weeds in the world! Because it is fast-growing with prolific seed production and aggressive rhizomes, cogongrass
will quickly dominate a site, crowding out native plants. Grows in erect, loose or compact tufts, usually in circular patches,
from scaly, segmented with nodes, extensively creeping, highly branched white rhizomes with very sharp-pointed tips
which can pierce the roots of other plants. At least 60% of total plant biomass is often found beneath the soil surface.
Height: 2 — 6 ft., usually 3 — 4 ft. Width / Spread: Extensively spreading by seed and by rhizomes to cover a large area.
Short-distance spread and long term survival by rhizomes. Long-distance spread by seed production — travel by wind, ani-
mals, and mowing equipment. Seed viability significant in other states of the Southeast and in North Florida; however,
there are no confirmed cases of viable seed production in Central and South Florida. Spread also facilitated by alleopathy
= production of a toxic chemical that inhibits the growth of other plants.

How to Identify:

Rhizomes: White, segmented with nodes, highly branched, with sharp-pointed tips.

Culm (aerial stem): Slender, to 3 ft. tall or more, nodes with long hairs.

Leaves: Yellow-green, usually up to 4 ft. long and to less than %2 - 1 in. wide, tapered basally. Blades flat, narrow, gla-
brous (smooth), except for hairs basally and on lower margins, with prominent whitish midveins, often off-center
(sometimes hard to tell). Blade margins are rough and sharp to the touch (scabrous), with blade tips sharply pointed.
Inflorescence (entire arrangement of flowers on an axis) : Silky white and plume-like dense terminal panicle, up to about
8 in. long and 1.5 in. wide. Spikelets (unit with florets) crowded, paired on unequal stalks, surrounded by long white hairs.
Flowering Time: Usually in Spring; may bloom year round. Also, will bloom after a disturbance such as mowing.

Fruit: Numerous seeds with silky white hairs, which facilitate windborne spread..

Habitat: Dry to moist natural areas worldwide and disturbed areas. Thrives in orchards, lawns, and roadsides.

Distribution: Nearly throughout Florida, plus Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, and South Carolina. In the U.S.,
found primarily in the Gulf Coast region of the Southeast. Native to Southeast Asia. Commonly found in humid tropics,
but has spread to warm temperate zones worldwide — on every continent except Antarctica, in 73 countries. Accidentally
introduced to the U.S. in 1911 near Mobile, Alabama as packing materials in a shipment of plants from Japan. In the
1930s and 1940s, plants were intentionally introduced to Florida ( Gainesville, Brooksville, Withlacoochee), and other
states for forage and to control soil erosion. However, it was soon discovered that cogongrass was very unpalatable to
both domestic livestock and to wildlife due to sharp leaf margins and silica crystals found in the leaves. Now, cogongrass
is one of the most invasive plants in Florida and in the Southeast U.S. About one million or more acres in Florida are now
occupied by cogongrass!

Landscape and Wildlife Detriments: Please remove or control cogongrass infestations in your landscape! It negatively
affects both native and exotic plant diversity and degrades wildlife habitat. Cogongrass is pyrogenic — the rhizomes are
resistant to fire, and will come right back after burning. Dense stands will increase the risk and severity of wildfires, burn-
ing so hot that nearly all native species will be eliminated.

How to Treat: Early detection is extremely important. A young infestation is much easier to treat and eradicate. Once
established, cogongrass is difficult and expensive to eliminate, spreads rapidly, and is persistent. Unfortunately, there are
no bio-controls. Cutting back or mowing/tillage alone is not an effective control method. It is, however, beneficial to re-
duce the biomass before herbicide application, reducing the amounts required, as well as the expense. Most herbicides
are NOT effective.

Only glvphosate (includes Roundup) and imazapyr (includes Arsenal, Stalker, Polaris) have been found to be effective on
cogongrass, but long-term control is rarely achieved. Please read labels before herbicide application.

Glyphosate (3 — 5%) is best used in the typical urban / suburban landscape. It is non-selective. However, unlike imazapyr,



it has little to no soil activity, thereby reducing non-target effects and damage to surrounding landscape. After initial appli-
cation, monitor for any re-sprouting and quickly spot treat as needed. It takes about 3 years of 2 applications per year to
reduce the rhizome biomass by 90%. Optimum time (most effective) to spray herbicide is late summer — fall, September
to November. Good results if sprayed in summer; poor results if sprayed in late winter — early spring. Use a non-ionic
surfactant (vegetable oil works) with herbicide applications, about %2 oz. per gallon, which helps to spread and stick and
increases the herbicide’s effectiveness. Adding a colored blue dye to the mix helps identify treated areas.

After eradication, it is important to establish a desirable groundcover.

Imazapyr is a highly effective non-selective herbicide which controls cogongrass: 1 — 2 applications will last about 18 — 24
months. The disadvantage is that it will damage / kill all other herbaceous and woody plants in the area because it remains
active in the soil for many months. Do not use under oaks or other hardwood trees, which are especially sensitive. Also,
imazapyr will move down slope during rainfall and will damage / kill other plant species in the runoff area.

Cultivation: PROHIBITED)! — See below.

Soil: Most any. Prefers sandy, acidic, with little organic matter. Highly adaptable to poor soils low in nitrogen and phos-
phorus.

Light: Full sun — full shade. Less tolerant to shade, but will survive.

Water: Dry — moist. Extremely drought-tolerant.

Propagation: 1.) By seed, windborne over long distances into a variety of habitats. Single clones do not produce viable
seeds and reportedly cannot self-pollinate in Florida. Seeds do not persist in soil. 2.) By rhizomes or rhizome fragments.
They can penetrate to a depth of 4 ft., but most of the root system is within the top 6 — 12 in. of the soil surface. Will not
survive well with regular, deep tilling.

Availability: Prohibited from use in Florida by the USDA and the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services (FDACS). Cogongrass is on federal and state noxious weed lists.

References:

Langeland, K. A., and K. Craddock Burks, Editors, Identification & Biology of Non-Native Plants in Florida’s Natural
Areas, Gainesville, Florida, University of Florida, 1998.

Neville, Mona, Pasco County Forester, “Cogongrass Management and Eradication Symposium”, Pasco County
Extension, June 23, 2016.

Neville, Mona, Pasco County Forester, “Cogongrass”, Nature Coast Chapter, Florida Native Plant Society meeting,
May 8, 2018.

Sellers, B. A., J. A. Ferrell, G. E. MacDonald, K. A. Langeland, and S. L. Flory, “Cogongrass (Imperata cylindrica)
Biology, Ecology, and Management in Florida Grazing Lands”, SS-AGR-52, UF/IFAS Extension, Original publica-
tion date April, 2002, Revised August 2012, Reviewed October 2015. Visit the EDIS/IFAS website at: http://
edis.ifas.ufl.edu.

Taylor, Walter Kingsley, A Guide to Florida Grasses, Gainesville, Florida, University Press of Florida, 2009.

Wunderlin, Richard P., Guide to the Vascular Plants of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, University Press of Florida, 1998.

Photos: http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/photo.aspx?ID=1063; Wunderlin, R. P., B. F. Hansen, A. R. Franck, and F. B. Essig.
2018. Atlas of Florida Plants (http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/).[S. M. Landry and K. N. Campbell (application development), USF Wa-
ter Institute.] Institute for Systematic Botany, University of South Flotida, Tampa. Accessed 6/3/2018.
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Partridge Pea

By Peggy A. Gretchen
FNPS Member
Pasco Master Gardener
Botanical Name: Chamaecrista fasciculata, Synonym: Cassia fasciculata
Common Name: Partridge Pea
Family: Fabaceae (Pea)

Type of Plant: Annual or short-lived perennial Florida native wildflower. Extremely varied habit: erect to spreading,
sometimes prostrate, becoming woody and shrubby with age. Readily persists by producing large numbers of seeds.
Height: usually 2 ft. or less; up to 3 ft. tall or more. Width: about 2 — 3 ft. Mostly as wide or wider than it is tall.

How to Identify:

Leaves: Alternate, pinnately compound, with 5 to 18 pairs of small, narrow, oblong, leaflets; about 1.2 — 2.8 in. long; on
glabrous (smooth) or pubescent (hairy) reddish stems. Nectar glands at base of petioles = extrafloral nectaries.

Flowers: Showy, bright yellow, often with red at the bases of 5 unequal petals; about 1 — 1.5 inches in diameter; growing
along the leaf stalks from the leaf axils, solitary or in small groups. Flowers are pollinated by bumblebees.

Flowering Time: Primarily late Spring — Summer. Sometimes into Fall and early Winter. May to November.

Fruit: Flat, narrow, oblong, dark brown pods, 1.2 — 2.2 in. long, containing multiple seeds (“peas”).

Habitat: Common in sandhills, flatwoods, open hammocks, coastal dunes, and along roadsides and open disturbed sites.

Distribution: Neatly throughout Florida. Eastern U.S.. Hardiness Zones: 6 — 10.

Landscape Use / Wildlife Benefit: A useful Florida native wildflower for open, sunny sites and to attract butterflies to
your landscape. It will spread rapidly (reseeds) in open areas. Be prepared to thin excess seedlings each spring so it doesn’t
take over. Better used in larger, naturalized landscapes than in smaller, more formal gardens. Larval host plant for several
butterflies: Cloudless Sulphur, Little Yellow, Gray Hairstreak, Ceraunus Blue. Seeds may be eaten by doves, quail, wild
turkeys, and songbirds. Foliage browsed by deer, rabbits, and other wildlife.

Cultivation: Easy to grow!

Soil: Sandy, well-drained. Prefers acidic.

Light: Full Sun to Partial Shade (light).

Water: Dry — Moist. Drought-tolerant after established.

Miscellaneous: High salt tolerance. Fast growing. Readily reseeds into open, sunny areas. Periodic removal of older
plants allows vigorous young seedlings to replace them.

Propagation: By seed. May scarify to speed germination in a few days. Sow seeds in several different open, sunny areas
in the fall. Wider dispersal will increase butterfly visits and caterpillar survival. Thin seedlings or young plants in the
spring, to about 2 ft.

Comment: The related species Chamaecrista nictitans, or Sensitive Pea, may also be used; however, the flowers are
much smaller, and. therefore less showy and colorful.
Availability: Florida native plant nurseries. See www.plantrealflorida.org]
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Partridge Pea

Chamaecrista fasciculata
Photo by Betty Wargo
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