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A Message from the President

Preaching to the choir or motivating

How many times have we heard our speakd on 6t have to be fanseé
ers say they ar e 0p oueexamnple. Fayinstaoce, i Hawe a fridnd i r
when they give a presentation on an inter- living in a suburb that never saw a hum-
esting aspect of the native plant world. Theyningbird in person. How excited he was
worry that because we are members of  when one flew only a few feet away feeding
FNPS, we already know everything about on a coral honeysuckle in my back yard.
Florida native plantBersonally, | find

Monthly meetings are
held the 2nd Tuesday
of each month at 7 p.m.

Landolmkes there is always something to learn or
Community Cent etginforce or motivate from every one of
5401 Landaloes s oYigPresentations.

(US 41)

3P4ag l§e ly, our program chairperson, has
worked hard to plan diverse, interesting and
I'n the back mee €ducgtionaltopics forthe whole year and
room. Entrance Wealwaysge home with more information
courtyard on t héhaswehaes, and maybe a new plant for our
side of the bui laddscape. We getideas how to improve
our own garden, learn about wildlife and
help others understand our natural environ-
ment. Many people that become members
of the Nature Coast Chapter as well as our Thjs was a golden opportunity to talk about
visitors are transplants from areas that haveyative plants that encourage wildlife and
completely different climates and planting prove it. Another neighbor who saw a gulf
zones and for them this is valuable infor-  fritillary wanted to know what it was and
mation. how to get them in her yard. What an op-
ortunity! She now has a passion vine of
er own and loves attracting the butterflies.

LandoélOakes, FL
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So, using the knowledge and motivation w:
get from our varied speakers can help us
make a difference aBgdgholke Share foar tnowldtige art §ourd O .
There are so many ways to introduce peopi§lants. Pot up your extras and have them

to the advantages of planting natives and avaijlable. Passion vines, tropical sage and
preserving our natural environment. We other easy to grow p|ants are great to keep

Continued on Page 2

The Mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to pror
preservation, conservation, and restoration of the native
native plant communities of Florida.




Meetings/Programs
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SpeakerLara Milligan Video
July 10 August 14 .
7 PM 7 PM

This program will highlight some common nighttime From crashing waves and
visitors to your yard. Lara will go over some basic bioldasting winds to placid tid
gy about each species, tips on how to identify which pools, discover what make
species are visiting your yard and how to coexist withour coastlines so alluring t
these nocturnal creatures. the masses of wildlife and

humans who gather there.
Speaker BiolLara Milligan is the Natural Resources
Agent for UF/IFAS Extension in Pinellas County. Shepjscover the fascinating world of the seashore along
is stationed at Brooker Creek Preserve in Tarpon  with its strange and beautiful creatures and their fasci-
Springs, but has coude responsibilities. Lara nating life cycles. Stunning-iialphotographs of lob-
works on a variety of natural resource issues with a fasters. tide pools, fish, seals, seabirds, and more offer a
cus on public education. Her areas of focus include: unique "eyewitness" view of life on the seashore. See a
wildlife, water, invasive species, backyard habitat, andtarfish on the move, how a sea urchin disguises itself, a
urban forestry. Before starting her current job, Lara alsea anemone catch a prawn, the inhabitants of a tide
tended the University of Florida where she earned hebool, and fish that change color. Learn how a limpet
Bachelors and Masters degree in Natural Resource C§tips the rock, how a crab grows a new leg, how a
servation with a certificate in Environmental Educatioprawn becomes invisible, how seabirds catch fish, and
how a sea otter sleeps at sea. Discover how long sea-
weed can grow, why hermit crabs live in secondhand
shells, learn about clams that bore holes in solid rock,
where a puffin lays its eggs, and much more.

President from Page 1

on hand for the education of our unsuspecting

friends and neighbors. And we might get a few new Karenos Wil dfl ow
members along the way!

www. karenswi ldfl owers. c
And dondét forget the children. Having easy to grow
plants for children that encourage butterflies and w! Lb.Q@h29b5 b!¢L+9 t ]!

birds and have pretty flowers are fun for them and

. www. renativeplants. com
teach them to appreciate our natural world.

Thank you for being members of the Nature Coast CYPRESS ACRES NURSERY
Chapter and supporting our mission. D -48-8313
Jonnie Spitler, President

Send information & you phot o
Deadline for next Parsons to post on Facebook
gai l parl@verizonj]net

newsletter is August 1 & Cheryl McAloon for fhe web

Send to karen_watrous@yahoo.com cheryl mcal oon@me. pom
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Field Trips
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Nature Coast Chapter ELECTIONS ARE COMING UP

alive and well. Below are descrip- Treasurer. The Treasurer keeps

tions of the offices. and maintains accurate accounts
of all financial transactions, pro-
President The president shall vide treasury reports at meetings

preside over all meetings, serve aand disburse funds.

exofficio on all committees, sign

or countersign official docu- Chapter RepresentativeThe
Every year we have elections and ments, approve committees and Chapter Representative repre-
low and behold almost every year chairpersons, appoint chairper- s ent s t he chapt e
we have the same wonderful folkssons to the Executive Committee. and reports to the Chapter and
taking on the Chapter offi cer s &NPSitems ofinterestto the
jobs. They are great people with Vice President The VP shall chapter. The chapter rep also
talent and willingness. There are exercise the functions of the maintains the bulletin board at
also some other wonderful chap- President during absence and meetings. This officer needs to be
ter members who have the exper-discharge duties assigned by Presailling to travel.
tise and talent to hold these offic- ident.
es. It would be beneficial to the So think about these jobs and
chapter to have different people Secretary The Secretary shall your willingness to take one on
holding offices and bringing their serve as official recording officer for a year or so.
own ideas and talents to the job. of the Chapter, be custodian of
Please think about taking on one Chapter records except financial
of these offices. records, keep minutes, and report
We should change officers every minutes.
year or two to keep the chapter
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Chapter Representative News

The 38 Annual Florida Native Plant Society Conference Report

site for a video
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One of the orchids widely used in
this project is the butterfly orchid
which we see here in our area grow-

missed some good field trips ~ There was a silent auction, native )
ing mostly on large live oaks.

because they were on the first  plants forsalen the courtyard, and

day and the last day. | would lots of informative sessions to at-
have had to spend another night in tend. One of my favorite sessions
order to meet early in the morning  was The Million Orchid Project pre-

A big thank you to the south Florida
chapters that volunteered for this
event and made it such a suecess

for one of the first day field trips. sented by Jason Downing, Ph.D. andDade Broward (Coontie), and Lee

Many of the last day field trips were the Orchid Research Biologist at (Cocc;loba). '

good, but | had dhirehddiTropidalésargens. Whden e

thatoé, such as t thiedirBctdk Bairchild prépagat- Next year the conference will be in

Swamp walk which | have done ingmillions of native orchids for Citrus and we will be asked to volun-

twice. Maybe next year. reintroduction indgo South Floridads
urban landscapes. Read more about

In the afte'jnoon of the first da_y Was this project at Fairchild's website. | took the Tamiami Trail on the way

the Council of Chapters meeting. back home and stopped at the Oasis

Since | am our Nature Coast chapter https://www.fairchildgarden.ora/mil - vjctor Center in the Big Cypress

representative to the Council of lionorchid Preserve. The visitor center had a

Chapters this was a must attend very large native garden that was

meeting. Plus | was recently elected After this session | grabbed Jan Alyn o o by Master Gardeners from

to be Council vieehair. | gave a from Pinellas NP0 ffyof &dr fhkethls oltetd 9 °
report on using the Council of Chap-f i nd one of thes q\/liaﬁwii(dsﬂﬁ Bke chﬁjickdstrod)t(y e
ters Facebook page since | had rec- about 6 miles to West Kendall Bap- .4 the garden.

ommended at our August meeting tist Hospital and wandered the land-

that we create a Facebook page just scape until we found the orchids. Your Chapter Representative,
for our COC. A new young member These orchids were put on the trees Gail Parsons
volunteered along with myself to be at the entrance to the hospital by

administrator for our new Facebook Vvolunteers from the hospital and

page and it is a great tool for sharing surrounding community with plans

information about our chapters'is-  to plant 2500 orchids on the grounds

sues and successes. of this hospital alone. See this web-

I n my garden are planted many Florida native plants
| oved plants native to Florida; her yard won A | ands
favorite Florida WgricvaensghesISiakpgmanes iss opper . It i s
grows -2®'-1®3"' wi de, which can be pruned to shape. It
spring for pollinators. In tWegrttalhht hiesss fprlaagnrtiaesds ra uets:
my front window, where | see It every day, i n memory
and Iis so sweet

Annie Johnson
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https://www.fairchildgarden.org/millionorchid
https://www.fairchildgarden.org/millionorchid
https://baptisthealth.net/baptist-health-news/orchids-planted-at-west-kendall-baptist-hospital-as-part-of-conservation-project/
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Lessons from the Landscape

By Julie Wert
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http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/uw057
https://www.fnps.org/plants/butterflies
http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/

Rabbit BellCrotalaria rotundifadia
widespread Florida native plant. Be-

cause it keeps a-gikhesfrom-the-
ground | ow profile i
looked, despite its rich yellow flowers.
Crotalaria is from a Greek word
meaning orattled and
mature seeds rattle inside the plump

pea pod. Rotundifolia equates to
orodledvedd although
the leaves are often more lanceolate
(skinny and pointy) than round.

Although the Ceraunus Blue larvae
only chow down on the leaves, the
beautiful Ornate Bella Moth larvae
develop inside crotalaria pods as well,
munching on the developing seeds. If

; lar tint ame pod i
. . caterpillars cané%—aéﬁver gbal
Trail Mi X . N could get crowded. The situation
By John Lampkin light of the bloonst hey dong could tdbhdsty. caterpillar fights

good vision like adults. They are simg.o 14 reak out and then the collat-
Peas for dinner tonight? How about ple eating machines, gobblingupthes y 31 damage wwed | d be

peas for breakfast, lunch AND din- leaves until pupating. Then they metgpeas.
ner, as well as your morning and af- morphose into the tiny flashes of blue

ternoon noshes and rdtue- dancing quickly though the pine flat- 3ohn Lampkin, notoriously capable of
refrigeratoatmidnighttideme woods and meadows. The one showiyriting an entire column for the sake
over? If you are a Ceraunus Blue butabove on a Yellow Hatpin flower is aof a single bad joke, leadsnthly
terfly cater pil | deshiytemergednsale giving usqustanterpretivaiwalks on the Sun City

mother arranged for you. Well, not peek of its brilliant blue upper side. Center Nature Trails. Contact him at
the peas themselves, rather the leav@e female is a beautiful but more JohnLampkin@JohnLampkin.com
of plants in the legume family. That subdued and brownish blue. When

family, Fabaceae, includes peas like flying, these striking patterns may I
Rabbit Bells as shown above with itshelp them to find mates.
distinctive ped | ower s . Itds a pity the
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