The Nature Coastline

Newsletter of the Nature Coast Chapter of the
Florida Native Plant Society

A Message from the Vice President

Happy New Year everyone. | am super excited about the events
already planned for 2022. Pat and Becky have been working
.. closely with each other to have the programs and field trips en-
¢ hance each other. Jonnie has new ideas for the State Fair display
\gNﬁWf‘e Coast Chapter 25-2¢ and our first plant sale is set for Saturday, April 2, 2022. Qur in

A N‘”'“/P'“m SecielY herson meetings will continue for those fully vaccinated.
Sz

While the cool weather continues now is a good time to tweak our
JANFEB2022 - :
_ ) gardens and get them ready for the glorious blooms that will soon
Message from Vice President . . . .
Molly Hays come. Itis so much fun to imagine how the garden will look when
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Jackson know about you but somehow it seems that the area that my turf
Meetings/Programéat Kelly  grass occupies continues to shrink as natives show up to take up
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Florida State FajrJonnie Spitler magiC.
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Featured Photalohn Lampkin everyone again in 2022!

Lessons from the Landscapelie
Wert

Plant Profile: Fringed Bluestar |\/|o||y Hays
(Amsonia ciliatg -Peggy Gretchen VicePresident

Garden Girldily and Violet ~ Nature Coast Chapter of FNPS

The Mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote the preservation, conservation,
the native plants and native plant communities of Florida.



Nature Coast Chapter meetings, field trips, and The Society fulfills its mission through:

activities are open to FNPS members and the public 1 Support for conservation land acquisition
alike. 1 Land management that enhances habitat suitability for
Monthly meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each native plants

month at 7 p.m. 1 Education

Location: Meetings are held at 9 Public policies that protect our native flora, especially
Heritage Park Community Center rare species

5401 Land O' Lakes Blvd 1 Research on native plant species

Land O' Lakes, FL 34639 1 Encouragement of local landscaping practices and poli-
cies that preserve Florida's native plant heritage

"If you have not been fully vaccinated, wear a mask."

Ema”naturecoastfnps@qma“_Com To become a member go to FNPS.org and click on
G W2 A Yk { dzLJLJ2 NI ¢ -hdndicordeKd@  dgzLJLIS

screen. Print form, complete, and mail form to FNP§,
or call. You may also join at a chapter meeting.

Chapter website pasconativeplants.org
Chapter Email: naturecoastfnps@gmail.com

Facebook Group MEMBERSHIP LEVELS
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ Gold $500
PascoNativePlants/ Patron $250
twitter.com/NatureCoastFNPS Business $150
Non-Profit $150

ﬁf P% Supporting $100

g ) Household $50

EX - Individual $35

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL | TUll Time Student $15

INFORMATION FOR THE FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT SPCIETY
FLORIDBASED NONPROFIT CORPORATION
(REGISTRATION NO. CH3021), MAY BE OBTAINED FROM

THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL
FREE-BOO-HELFFLA (435352) WITHIN THE STATE OR
VISITING THEIR WEBSITE AT csapp.800helpfla.com. REGIS-
TRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT.

6R BOOST YOUR SUPPIBREnewing as a Sustain
ing Member-- easy $10 monthly payments automat
cally and securely charged to your credit card. CREDIT

'CARD PAYMENT REQUIRED. No checks/invoicing. Sus-
taining membership remains in effect as long as you
wish and your card number is valid.

OFFICERS:
President Molly Hays 813-469-9597  bomoka@aol.com

Y Vice President Mary Ellen Gotto 7272648701 mefgotoh@aol.com
Treasurer Jonnie Spitler 813-948-8472  jspitlerl120@gmail.com
Secretary Carol Vanek 813-949-5588  cvanek@tampabay.rr.com
Chapter Rep Diane Caruso 813-334-2886  dhayescaruso@hotmail.com

CHAIRPERSONS

Audio/Visual Molly Hays 813-469-9597  bomoka@aol.com
Conservation Janice Howie 727-848-7689  janicehowie@aol.com
8 Construction Richard Stauffer 352-584-7116  villavista9453@gmail.com
Facebook Administrator Molly Hays 813-469-9597  bomoka@aol.com
Field Trips Rebecca Clayton 813-416-5672  raclayton01@yahoo.com
Landscape Consultant David Barnard 813-406-3313  1954barn@gmail.com
\ Library Sharon Holding 727-843-9771  shrnholding@gmail.com
:\.. Membership/Books Julie Wert 727-863-1363  aripekajule@verizon.net
s Newsletter Editor Karen Wright 813-963-7010  jwrighl5@tampabay.rr.com
N Nominating Committee Jo Anne Hartzler 813-962-4216  usarealty@msn.com
Plant Auction Joel Jackson 813-528-8156  joeljack@tampabay.rr.com
W Plant Sale Peggy Gretchen 813-991-4812  herculesmpg@hotmail.com
) A\ Programs/Plant Sale Pat Kelly 352-588-0266  patriciakO3@gmail.com
1\ Publicity Sandra Vanno 727-376-7663  svanno@tampabay.rr.com
Refreshments Rebecca Dance 813-368-9041  rstarrdance@aol.com

Web Master Melissa Perkins 813-417-5506  melperk100@gmail.com
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FNPS Nature Coast Chapter Facebook Group

Do you have a Facebook account?

Check out our new and exciting Nature Coast Chapter group page.
| SNBEQa K2g &2dz Oy FAYR GKS 3INRdzZL) 2y CI O0So6221Y

1)Go to facebook.com and log in.

~

HOLY GKS &aSIFNODK oFNE (8L Ay (GKS yIYS abl iddz2NE / 211&f
3) click on the JOIN button.

Here you will be treated to news and photos of NCC field trips and members sharing photos of their plants givihg you
ideas for your garden, photos of plants currently in bloom, information about native nurseries to see and to purfchase
just what you need to add to your garden, educational webinars demonstrating ideas such as how to design g native
garden in your landscape, and links to purchase items such as informative books, and lovely calendars and ndte card:
with beautiful photos of native plants.

We now have 128 members in our Facebook group. and always love welcoming new members.

Pre -order your FNPS license plate now at
https://citrus.fnpschapters.org/new -license -plate/

At least 3,000 plates must be sold in advance before any
will be produced

Purchase Books, Calendars & Cards to Benefit the Nature Coast Chapter

A way to support the Nature Coast Chapter is to purchase beautiful 2021 calendars and note cards created by chapter mgmber,
Pat Kelly.To purchase calendars and/or cards gdttps://www.facebook.com/groups/PascoNativePlants/and order with
your credit card.

If you prefer to pay by check, send an email to Pat KepitgiciakO3@gmail.com

FNPS Nature Coast Chapter website http://naturecoast.fnpschapters.org/

Mellissa Perkins does a great job as our Website Administrator. Stay current with all our chapter informationfabout
meetings and events plus photos and links to the FNPS website.

AmazonSmilehttps://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F

{K2L) G aYATSOLYFTI2yd02Y yR $SQff R2yIGS nopi: 2
tiont no fees, no extra cost. Register and choose FNPS as your charitable organization. Pl
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Nature Coast Chapter Website

Administered by Melissa Perkins

The website contains information about upcoming events and programs with the Nature Coast chapter. Even if you
OFryy2i FAYR GKS fF0GSald SRAGAZ2Y 2F GKS bl dGdz2NBE /2FadGfta
listed on our website. If you have trouble remembering the name of the website, that should not be a problem. We
have made it easier to search for our website. If you search for Florida Native Plants and Nature Coast, or something
similar, chances are the search engine on your computer will find our website address for you.

This is a trying time for all of us, and many of our events have either been postponed or cancelled. But, as we begin tc
reopen and start to bring back activities, check the website for updates. Things are changing weekly. Currently, we
have a couple of outings planned for the near future and there is also a plant sale coming up as well. So, please, chec
out the website for information on upcoming events.

Also, I would like to invite all of you to give suggestions of what you would like to see on the website. Your feedback
will help make our website a better and more informative place to visit. | encourage everyone to give suggestions. The
website is a work in progress and especially right now, content will be changing. So, any ideas of something you think
would be interesting topic to put in the website, please let me know.

My email address isielperk100@gmail.comL QY f 221 Ay 3 F2N) a2YSGKAYy3I GKFIG 62
Plant Profile section that we have currently. | will take all ideas to the board of directors so decisions can be made
about our future content.

Stay safe and | look forward to seeing everyone very soon!

Melissa PerkindNebmaster

Molly has created a YouTube video about our chapter.

Go to https://www.youtube.com/ and search on Nature Coast Chapter
You will find an Overview video. Click on link to view and listen.
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Monthly Native Plant Walks at

Lettuce Lake Conservation Park

JOINUS FOR A

NATIVE PLANT WALK
LETTUCE LAKE CONSERVATION PARK

6920 E FLETCHER AVE, TAMPA FL

Come discover the beauty of native plants on a guided tour with a
representative of Suncoast Chapter of the Florida Native Plant
Society. The walk begins at g am behind the Visitor's Center. We
will leave from the native plant garden to walk the park trails and
boardwalk to see what grows naturally in the hardwood swamp
and learn how native plants benefit wildlife.

The walk is free but there is a $2 per vehicle fee to enter the park.

Lettuce Lake

MNative Plant
Walks

2022

Guided by
Suncoast {:hapter
of

Florida Native
Plant Society

First Saturday of
each Month*

No walks in July,
August or
December

Start 9 am at the
Mative Plant
Garden

No walks in July and Ausmst

September 3, g am

October 1, g am

November 5, 0 am

No walk in December

Saturday, June 4, 9 am Look for our 2023 schedule!

*sepond Saturday for Janmary only

The Nature Coastline




Calendar of Events - Jan Meeting and Field Trip

Tuesday, Jan 11, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. Heritage Park Community Ctr

Title/Topic: 6 ¢ KS 1 Aa 02 NE 2 F |Pré&énierddod Jagksoh S t | NJ €

The presentation will give us details on the foIIowir;FJoeI Jackson is a lifelong resident of the Tampa area, ser

M® . Ol 3INRdzyR AYF2NXYI

relates to other land conservation areas to become . .

, . Co park and recreation planner for the City of Tampa and ma

the largest single conservation area in Hillsborougl ERY- £ 30 P K./ 2dyiieQa
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tives grounds manager he drafted the guidelines for a program
. o .| purchase environmental lands for Hillsborough County

3. Qngomg activities at the park to p“’mOte Floriday (ELAPP) which to date has acquired over 63,000 acres of
native plants and ecological stewardship. ASNDFGA2Ya fFyRAD | A& fFad
manager for park planning, design, and development. Joe
41-year member of the Florida Native Plant Society, a men

HaMc AGDNBSYy t+FfYSiaz2ée gl N
{2C2a5Qa& Hnun a2 GSNI 2 A aHBE
hobbies are Photography and making Bluebird nesting bo
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of Tampa Audubon Society and has received both the FNPS

R ¥
I &
es.

Leader:Joel Jackson

Our very own Joel Jackson will follow up his presentation at our January monthly meeting with a walk through
Lake Park. We will start at the native plant garden in back of the vésitenter and then tour the paskboardwalk
and nature trails.

Lettuce Lake Conservation Park is one of Hillsborough County's most visited parks. More than half ofdhequark

erty lies in the natural floodplain of the Hillsborough River, consisting of a hardwood swamp forest. The remair]
the park consists of hardwood hammaocks and pine flatwoods plant communities.

The park features wooded pichic areas and playgrounds, anlil25paved exercise trail and 3,588t boardwalk
featuring an observation tower where visitors can view an expanse of the park and Hillsborough River and seq

| ettuce

der of

abun-

dant wildlife such as alligators, limpkins, roseate spoonbills, and barred owls. The park is wheelchair accessible excer

for the observation towes upper levels.

Directions:From 175 travel south to Exit 266, Fletcher Ave and head west on Fletcher for about a mile and turnjright at

the entrance. Follow the signs to the visitor center where we will meet.

Questions?Contact Becky Clayton eiclayton01@yahoo.cor@13-416-5672 with any questions
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Calendar of Events - Feb meeting and Field Trip

Tuesday, Feb 8, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. Heritage Park Community Ctr

Title/Topic: Invasive Exotic Plants on Nature Laf@sesenter : Michael Terry

This presentation will focus on the invasive plant | Michael Terry is the Senior Vegetation Management Specia

stin

speciesonthegl 2 C2 a5 Q& | LIISNJ I|the OperatichdNahdlrar Management Bureau with the Sough-

Tract- 6,978 acres that protects the upper reachepwest Florida Water Management District. Mike has been wit

of the Hillsborough RiverThis river's floodplain the District for 37 years working with terrestrial and aquatic ¢x-

provides natural storage of floodwaters, acts as g otic vegetation. His duties include working with private contr
filtration system for runoff and serves as an impoftors on SWFWMD lands to oversee their exotic treatment arj
tant link in protecting wildlife habitat in the Hillsbagrhelicopter surveys for Old World Climbing FeHe also works
ough River greenway corridoMike will identify control burns and wildfires as needed

some of the invasive plant species on the properr,

describe the damage they cause and explain what is
being done to remove these invasives from this

property.

C_
d

Leader:Michael Terry, Southwest Florida Water Management District

2SS gAff F2ft26 dzZlJ GKS aA{1SQa LINBaSydalrdazy G CSoN
Tract. We will look for and identify some or all of the following invasive plant species on the pro&gon grass,
Japanese Climbing fern, Old World Climbing fern, Coral Ardisia, Camphor trees, Chinaberry trees, Elephant E
lia, & Skunk vineWe will also learn and see evidencetbk controlled burns and exotic, invasive plant removal th
are done on this property.

This SWFWMD property of 6,978 acres protects the upper reaches of the Hillsborough River, the river's floodp
vides natural storage of floodwaters and acts as a filtration system for runoff. The property also serves as an in
link in protecting wildlife habitat in the Hillsborough River greenway corridor. The property's roads and trails mé
through pine flatwoods, consisting of both slash and longleaf pine overstory, palmetto/gallberry understory and
hammock and swamp along the rivddpper Hillsborough Tract Map

Meet: at the Parking lobn the south side of Hwy 54 (see directions below)
Weard22R KA(AYy3 06220a GKFG @2dz R2y Qi YAYR 3SGdAy3

Bringa hat, water and a snack.

Hzl N.

rs, We
t

ain pro
nportan
ander

hydric

[

Directions:From the intersection of SR54 and US301 in Zephyrhills travel about 3.5 miles east to the Upper Hillsbor-

ough parking lot on the south side of SR&dross the road from CR35A which is on the North side of SR54.
Questions?Contact Becky Clayton giclayton01@yahoo.cor813416-5672 with any questions.
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ISet up Tuesday, Feb 8th at 9:30am in
lihe Living Center, the horticulture dis-
Iplay area. If anyone is interested in

I helping to set up, feel free to show up

I and pitch in.

IThere will be paperwork and bro-
Ichures for the public. Plants will be
|purchased from Sweet Bay Nursery
I the weekend before set up.

We need people willing to show up, re-
fill paperwork and water plants and
perhaps talk to the public. Jonnie
ISpitler will have tickets for fair entry
Ior those helping.

Breakdown will be Wednesday Feb 23
at 9:30am.

Any questions, call Jonnie at 813
8143.
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KESEARCH, EDUCATION '
REINTRODUCTION

.““;r

The Nature Coastline

Cheryl Peterson has been the Manager of the
Rare Plant Conservation Program at Bok Tower
since 2002. She has a BA in Botany and Micro-
biology and a Master degree in Cell and Molecu-

lar Biology. Cheryl explained in great detail

the process of searching for the rare plant,
capturing the soil , and re -introducing the plant
into the wild. More information about this fas-
cinating program can be found at

https://boktowergardens.org/rare -plant -

conservation  -program/

National Collection Beds

Right : Savannas
Mint (Dicerandra immacu-
lata var. savannarum )

Below: Florida Ziziphus
(Ziziphus celata )



https://boktowergardens.org/rare-plant-conservation-program/
https://boktowergardens.org/rare-plant-conservation-program/

Photos by
Velma
Herrig and
Karen
Wright

b

American  beautyberry

(Callicarpa americana)

Elliott's aster
(Symphyotrichum elliottii

)

Pitcherplant
(Sarracenia)

The Nature Coastline
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Featured Photographs from Bok Tower Garden

By John Lampkin

Green Lynx Spider eating Polistes wasp -fly waiting and Green Lynx Spider

-egg sac

John Lampkin

Savannah Balm Dicerandra immaculate var. savannarum

The Nature Coastline
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