The Nature Coastline

Newsletter of the Nature Coast Chapter of the
Florida Native Plant Society

A Message from the Vice President
Rewards of the heat!

| do not have to tell you that it is really hot! But along with the heat come the de-

lightful midsummer blooms. In my yard now | am enjoying the delicate pink flowers
~ of the Saltmarsh MallowKpsteletzkyapentacarpas)d themetallic greesweat bees

3 that seem to particularly love visiting them, the purple blooms on the Tall Ironweed
\gName Coast Chap?crvy»« (Vernonia giganteand also the flowers of the Purple ConeflowEckinacea pur-

Florida Native Plant Society puregwhich is listed as endangered by the State of Florida.But most rewarding of all
/ is the bloom of a new plant that | introduced in early spring, the Scarlet Rosemallow
/ (Hibiscus coccinedisOne may not want to plant this beauty within the range of sight
JUL%U@OZZ of neighbors for, as Craig Huegel points out in his bloghawthornhillwildflow-
ers.blogspot.com, the leaves resemble those of the Marijuana plant and stories circu-
late about those who have been reported to authorities by concerned neighbors for
growing an illegal substance.l will quote Craig here as my description of the bloom
Website Msg- Melissa Perkins g 2 dzf R y 2 (i 0 $ach B a deépadpnteSed ssucer shaped, ab@l 8
Lettuce Lake Nature Walkgoel inches acrosshlthough each'bloomAis open for only 1 day, large numbers are pro-
Jackson RdzOSR YR Yl UdzNE aLISOAYSYya YIFIé NBYIAY
still have some in bloom for my pap garden tour on July 17
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Fire and Ice (cream)Heartwood

Preserve What each of these plants have in common is that they prefer to grow in moist to

POPUP Garden Tours wet conditions. My landscape is usually dry due to a modest downwardssloap. |
have found that with an abundance of watering for months after planting, moisture
loving plants seem to adapt to drier conditions. During the past winter, | built a bog
and there is where | planted the Scarlet Rosemallow. It does seem to love its spot. |
Field Trips Past and FutureBecky was recently told by someone in the native plant community that one can adapt

Clayton plants that love moist soilto a drier environment, but not plants that love dry soil to a
moist environment. | realized that my experiences have proven this to be true.

Meetings/Programdat Kelly
Movie NightSerengeti Rules

In Memory Of

Plant Profile: Pickerelweed | hope you are enjoying your native plant landscape as the various plants bloom each
(Pontederia cordataPeggy  in their own time. | look forward to seeing you all on Jul{) 4F¥my house and again

Gretchen on August 8 for our next chapter meeting and movie night (The Serengeti Rules) at
Heritage Park.

FNPS License Plate

Molly Hays

Vice President

Nature Coast Chapter of FNPS
Molly Hays

VicePresident

Nature Coast Chapter of FNPS

The Mission of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote the preservation, conservation,
the native plants and native plant communities of Florida.


https://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/Plant.aspx?id=3804
https://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/Plant.aspx?id=3804
https://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/Plant.aspx?id=3189

Nature Coast Chapter meetings, field trips, and The Society fulfills its mission through:
activities are open to FNPS members and the publi 1 Support for conservation land acquisition
alike. 1 Land management that enhances habitat suitability for
Monthly meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each native plants

month at 7 p.m. Education

Location: Meetings are held at Public policies that protect our native flora, especially
Heritage Park Community Center rare species

5401 Land O' Lakes Blvd 1 Research on native plant species

Land O Lakes, FL 34639 1 Encouragement of local landscaping practices and poli-
cies that preserve Florida's native plant heritage
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"If you have not been fully vaccinated, wear a mask."

To become a member go tottps://fnps.org/join
and click the membership type that is right for you (¢
you can print the form, complete, and mail it to
FNPS, or call. You may also join at a chapter meeting.

Emailnaturecoastfnps@gmail.com

=

Chapter website pasconativeplants.org
Chapter Email: naturecoastfnps@gmail.com
Facebook Group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
PascoNativePlants/
twitter.com/NatureCoastFNPS

K

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL
INFORMATION FOR THE FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT SPCIETY| A
FLORIDBASED NONPROFIT CORPORATION
(REGISTRATION NO. CH3021), MAY BE OBTAINED FROM
THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL
FREE-BOO-HELFFLA (435352) WITHIN THE STATE OR
VISITING THEIR WEBSITE AT csapp.800helpfla.com. REGIS-
TRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT.
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FNPS Nature Coast Chapter Facebook Group

Do you have a Facebook account?

Check out our new and exciting Nature Coast Chapter group page.
| SNBEQa K2g &2dz Oy FAYR GKS 3INRdzZL) 2y CI O0So6221Y

1)Go to facebook.com and log in.

~

HOLY GKS &aSIFNODK oFNE (8L Ay (GKS yIYS abl iddz2NE / 211&f
3) click on the JOIN button.

Here you will be treated to news and photos of NCC field trips and members sharing photos of their plants givihg you
ideas for your garden, photos of plants currently in bloom, information about native nurseries to see and to purfchase
just what you need to add to your garden, educational webinars demonstrating ideas such as how to design g native
garden in your landscape, and links to purchase items such as informative books, and lovely calendars and ndte card:
with beautiful photos of native plants.

We now have 128 members in our Facebook group. and always love welcoming new members.

Pre -order your FNPS license plate now at
https://citrus.fnpschapters.org/new -license -plate/

At least 3,000 plates must be sold in advance before any
will be produced

Purchase Books, Calendars & Cards to Benefit the Nature Coast Chapter

A way to support the Nature Coast Chapter is to purchase beautiful 2021 calendars and note cards created by chapter mgmber,
Pat Kelly.To purchase calendars and/or cards gdttps://www.facebook.com/groups/PascoNativePlants/and order with
your credit card.

If you prefer to pay by check, send an email to Pat KepitgiciakO3@gmail.com

FNPS Nature Coast Chapter website http://naturecoast.fnpschapters.org/

Mellissa Perkins does a great job as our Website Administrator. Stay current with all our chapter informationfabout
meetings and events plus photos and links to the FNPS website.

AmazonSmilehttps://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F

{K2L) G aYATSOLYFTI2yd02Y yR $SQff R2yIGS nopi: 2
tiont no fees, no extra cost. Register and choose FNPS as your charitable organization. Pl
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Nature Coast Chapter Website

Administered by Melissa Perkins

The website contains information about upcoming events and programs with the Nature Coast chapter. Even if you
OFryy2i FAYR GKS fF0GSald SRAGAZ2Y 2F GKS bl dGdz2NBE /2FadGfta
listed on our website. If you have trouble remembering the name of the website, that should not be a problem. We
have made it easier to search for our website. If you search for Florida Native Plants and Nature Coast, or something
similar, chances are the search engine on your computer will find our website address for you.

This is a trying time for all of us, and many of our events have either been postponed or cancelled. But, as we begin tc
reopen and start to bring back activities, check the website for updates. Things are changing weekly. Currently, we
have a couple of outings planned for the near future and there is also a plant sale coming up as well. So, please, chec
out the website for information on upcoming events.

Also, I would like to invite all of you to give suggestions of what you would like to see on the website. Your feedback
will help make our website a better and more informative place to visit. | encourage everyone to give suggestions. The
website is a work in progress and especially right now, content will be changing. So, any ideas of something you think
would be interesting topic to put in the website, please let me know.

My email address isielperk100@gmail.comL QY f 221 Ay 3 F2N) a2YSGKAYy3I GKFIG 62
Plant Profile section that we have currently. | will take all ideas to the board of directors so decisions can be made
about our future content.

Stay safe and | look forward to seeing everyone very soon!

Melissa PerkindNebmaster

Molly has created a YouTube video about our chapter.

Go to https://www.youtube.com/ and search on Nature Coast Chapter
You will find an Overview video. Click on link to view and listen.

The Nature Coastline 4
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Monthly Native Plant Walks at

Lettuce Lake Conservation Park

JOINUS FOR A

NATIVE PLANT WALK
LETTUCE LAKE CONSERVATION PARK

6920 E FLETCHER AVE, TAMPA FL

Come discover the beauty of native plants on a guided tour with a
representative of Suncoast Chapter of the Florida Native Plant
Society. The walk begins at g am behind the Visitor's Center. We
will leave from the native plant garden to walk the park trails and
boardwalk to see what grows naturally in the hardwood swamp
and learn how native plants benefit wildlife.

The walk is free but there is a $2 per vehicle fee to enter the park.

Lettuce Lake

MNative Plant
Walks

2022

Guided by
Suncoast {:hapter
of

Florida Native
Plant Society

First Saturday of
each Month*

No walks in July,
August or
December

Start 9 am at the
Mative Plant
Garden

No walks in July and Ausmst

September 3, g am

October 1, g am

November 5, 0 am

No walk in December

Saturday, June 4, 9 am Look for our 2023 schedule!

*sepond Saturday for Janmary only

The Nature Coastline




Calendar of Events - Heartwood Preserve Sat. July 9th

You must call to reserve your spotall 7273765111 or email
admin@HeartwoodPreserve.com

FIRE AND ICE cream...

Special tour of thé/burn area, so you can
see for yourselfthe amazing and
transformative effects Qf nature’ s most

mcredlbie i (oefs fire.

HEARTWOOD PRESERVE [OH %

vrww.HeartwoodPreserve.com

There will be no chapter field trip in July but there is a unique opportunity to
a post controlled burn area at Heartwood Preserve in July. Nature Coast NP
member and executive director of Heartwood, Laura Starkey, will I¢adraof
the burn area. Come see the signs of new life that are already emerging!
July 9, 1:00 pm 2:30pm

Heartwood Preserve; 4100 Starkey Blvd.

After the Burn, 5 Weeks Post Burn with Laura Starkey

Saturday, July 9th 1 PM

four
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Calendar of Events - POP -UP Garden Tours

July POP -UP Garden Tours

Molly Hays
23733 Oakside Blvd.
Lutz, FL 33559

813-469-9597

Sunday July 17th

Come and see Mol l yods
Native Plants

Refreshments provided

Bring your swim suit
and take a dip in the pool to cool off

| |
| |
I |
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I Time: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. |
| |
I |
| |
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| |
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Calendar of Events - No July Meeting

Tuesday, August 9, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. Heritage Park Community Ctr

e® © 000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000,

§Title/Topic: Movie Night with Popcorn Special Feature: The Serengeti Rules

°
0 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

The Serengeti Rulas a 2018 American documentary film directed by Nicolas Brown, and based on the h8e&rbB. Carroll
The film explores the discoveries of five pioneering scientig&sb PaineJim Estes, Anthony Sinclalohn TerborghandMary E.
Poweat whose research laid the groundwork for modern ecology and offer hope that environmentalists today may be able
GdzLJANY RS¢ RIYIF 3SR S02a2adiSvya o0& dzyRSNRERGIYyRAYy3I GKS NHzL S

Beginning in the 1960s these young curious scientists went out into the wilderness to some of the most remote placds or]
where they discovered a single set of rules that govern all lifethis documentary they share the stories of adventurd ea
veal how their pioneering work flipped our view of nature on its head. They discovered that among the millions of speuies
LI FySGzZ a2YS INB FIN Y2NB AYLRNIFIYd GKFIy 20KSNE® ¢ KSo®
gether. The role of keystones is both revelatory and surprising: sea otters help kelp forests flourish, supporting evfeoything

trees, butterflies, elephants, and even giraffes on the savanna. Unfortunately, these deep connections also work inviéhear:
keystones are removed, ecosystems unravel and coliajpsphenomenon no one had imagimear understood until their revo-

-imagine the world as it could and should be. Based on the book by Sean B. Carroll, The Serengeti Rules will forevee cha
way we see nature.

Robert Treat "Bob" Paine livas an American ecologist who spent most of his career at the University of Washington. Pain
coined the keystone species concept to explain the relationship between Pisaster ochraceus, a species of starfish, amaliM
fornianus, and a species of mussel. He changed the field's course with a simple experiment by removing ochre staréish (P
ochraceus) from the seashore in Washington State, revealing that a single predator could control the abundance, diversity
distribution of other organisms sharing its ecosystem.

James Allen Estgborn October 2, 1945) is an American ecologist and Distinguished Professor at University of California,

eat large amounts of sea urchins, which keeps the creature's numbers in check and prevents the destruction of the kefpd
otters are a keystone species of the coastline ecosystem.

Anthony RE.Sinclas I & 02N} Ay wmdpnn FYR NIXA&SR Ay 9Fad ! TNROIF & |
spanned 52 years. His work in the Serengeti focused on how the ecosystem repaired itself after the catastrophic rindegpe
on the stability of an ecosystem, knowledge that can be used to restore ecosystems around the world.

John W. Terborglis a James B. Duke Professor of Environmental Science an®ieeCor of the Center for Tropical Conservat
at Duke University. He is a member of the National Academy of Science, and for the padivihiybars, he has been actively
involved in tropical ecology and conservation issues. John Terborgh was the principal author of an article publishedrmaihe
Scienceemphasizing the importance of predators in maintaining a healthy ecosystem. He warned that the lack of such pr
as wolves, bobcats and mountain lions in the eastern United States is already damaging forest ecosystems there. Il a "pa
situation," theScienceauthors wrote, overgrazing by livestock can degrade sadigrasslands into thornier, scrubbier vegeta-|
tion.

Mary E. Poweis a professor in the Department of Integrative Biology at the University of California, Berkeley. She has stu
food webs in temperate and tropical rivers, as well as linkages of rivers, watersheds argshosaenvironments. Focal organ-
isms include cyanobacteria, algae, invertebrates, fish, estuarine crustaceans and terrestrial grasshoppers, spidetsrdizardd

learn how riverstructured ecosystems will respond to change in climate, land use, and biota.

Cruz (UCSC), known for his studies of sea otters and kelp forest ecology. The presence of sea otters can protect a]ﬁbkpyf]res
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salmon to eagles; wolves enable rivers to run clear and help forests thrive; and the humble wildebeest controls the nimbdrs o

lutionary discoveries. But with new knowledge also comes new hope, and these same visionaries reveal the remarkable rpsilienc
of naturet and how the rules they discovered can be used to upgrade and restore the natural world. They give us the chafce to re

ge th
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cination of African nature brought him back to the continent in 1965 where he began his research on the Serengeti, work ghat

5t di

of 1890. Because of his work we now have a better understanding of the role animal migrations; food shortage and pregajion pl

on
]
pdators
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and bats. By studying how key ecological interactions depend on landscape and temporal contexts, she and her studentsjhope to
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Lessons from the Landscape
By Julie Wert

Our brilliant newsletter editor, Karen Wright, sent me a link to a wonderful resource for anyone interested in cohserv-

Ay3d GKS 6AfREATFS GKIFIG KStLA adaAadlrAy dzad ¢KS bl (A2
of the pages talks about keystone plants, those that are essential to the life cycle of many different species. A

VIt

nabitat

without these species means the diversity and abundance of many insects will diminish. 96% of birds rely on the in-

sects that need these keystone species of plants for their life ci4%.of native plants (the keystones) support 90

0

of butterfly and moth Lepidoptera species that supply caterpillars for birds. Also, many North American native lpee spe

cies are pollen specialists who only eat pollen from 40% of native plants.

LF ¢6SQONB 3J2Ay3 G2 LIXIyYyd yraAgSas AG YrF1Sa aSyasS i

2 dz

that support the greatest number of species. So what are the keystone species for our area? The NWF websité has a
chart to help us discover plants for our area. They have divided North America into ecoregions that have similgr gener
of plants, with a map to find your location. Our region is included in the eastern temperate forests. Clicking on fhat link

brings a list of critical plant genera and local species that host significant numbers of butterflies, moths, and po

en

ALSOAlFfAalG 0SSasx GKS ylrGaAgS 0SSa GKFG 2yfte SKHG LBRAEES

system and the wildlife would suffer and decline.

The chart has a list of plants by genus, divided into trees, shrubs and flowering perennials with the number of §
that rely on that plant. For instance, the Genus Quercus, oaks, has 436 caterpillar species that use them. The
. SddzA Aa tfAaGSR odzi GKFG GNBS Ay Cf2NARIFI wA@SNI
hickories, pines all support hundreds of species of caterpillars and other critical insects. The shrubs in the Vac
or blueberry genus support 217 caterpillar species and 14 species of pollen specialist bees. If you plant Woodl
flower (H. divaricatus) or other sunflowers in the Helianthus genus, you can support 50 species of pollen speci
tive bees.

If you have room for just a few plants, use this list to decide what you should plant. Go to (click on thigpg#k)

www.nwf.org/Garderfor-Wildlife/About/Native-Plants/keystoneplantsby-ecoregion find the chart, then go to othef

resources to narrow down your selection to plants that grow in our region and are available. On the NWF webs
plant finder page you can enter your zip code and find species of each Genus that are native to your area. The

website, https://www.fnps.org/plants will tell you all about the plant, including height and width and native habitat.

L ¢l yld G2 32 2dzidaARS 6A0GK (GKAa OKIFINI FyR aSS gKI
f20 Y2NB Fdzy G2 NBIR [62dzi GKSY AYyaARS® . dzi 6KSYy
of keystone species. With a list of plants we have | can go back to the NWF website

https://www.nwf.org/NativePlantFinder/Plantand see exactly what creatures could b
using these plants. | know we have oaks so | looked at the Genera Quercus and fou
395 species of butterflies and moths use them in my area. There are pictures of the
Mp® LQ@S 4SSy Yirye 9FaGSNYy ¢AISNI { gl f zii
or a Clymene moth someday!
John Lampkin has captured \
both with his keen eye in thes ,
excellent photographs. v VN
John La’;nPkaN,. John Lampkin

pecies
Senus
. AN
Cinium,
nd Sut
list na-

te
FNPS

1S
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Calendar of Events - No Field Trip for July and August

There will be no field trips for July or August so | thought that this would be a good time

to

reflect on the past 10 months of explorations that took us to so many new and and sonje-

times familiar places. It has been a privilege for me to organize and participate in the fig
GNALIA® LIQa |fa2 0SSy ¢2yRSNFdzZ 3ISGHGAY]

We learned from experts and explored many places on our trips. We floated on rivers,
in gardens and hiked through longleaf pines, floodplains, sandhills, hardwood wetlands

d
1

valkec
and

prairies. Sometimes it took us 2 hours to explore a mile but we found lots of native plafpts

and even some rare plant species. We had a great group of people on each trip. And
bought plants of course. We even had some yummy lunches.

Ly {SLWGSYOoSNI ¢S YSO G /NXA3 |1 dzS3ASt Qa |
nursery, Hawthorne Hill. We went behind the gates and hiked the USF Forest Preserve

Ve

(2Y
in

search of orchids. We went behind the scenes for a tour of the Rare Plant Conservatiof pro-

gram at Bok Tower Gardens. We hiked a wet trail to the Pithlaschaschotee River at the
day Party at Starkey Wilderness Park in December. Then we started the year off on a g
windy morning at Lettuce Lake Park with our own awesome Joel Jackson. We explore

Holi-
pld an
)

{2C2a50Qa !LIISNI I Affao2NRdzaK ¢NI OG t221A4y3

of Brooksville to the Chinsegut Big Pine Tract to find many spring beauties just appeari

Ng an(

in May floated in a pontoon boat on the Withlachoochee and Rainbow Rivers with a captain

who sang to us. Lastly in June, we traveled to Tampa to the Little Red Wagon Nursery

and

L dzGGSNFfe /2yaSNDFG2NE F2NJ I (2dN® L RAR

Then we ate pizza and of course we bought plants.

| hope that you were able to participate in at least one field trip this year and that it was
and educational experience. Soon it will be time to start exploring some new places. | v
like any thoughts you have on our past trips and your suggestions for the next 10 mont
adventures. What about traveling a little further out with an overnight trip? Please find

at a meeting or contact me with your thoughtsaclayton01@yahoo.comr 813416-5672.

a fun
ould
NS of
me

LOR f20S (2 KSINJI FNRY &2dz yR €221 F2NBI N
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April Field Trip Chinsegut Big Pine Tract

Group photo with Alice Herden with

Florida Feathershank ( Schoenocaulon dubium)
links to theLongleaf Pines sources thalice Herdon mentioned in her presentation
The Longleaf AlliangeThe Longleaf Alliance
Stewards of Wildlife & WildlandsTall Timbers Red Hills Region

Our Forests / Forest & Wildfire / Homé&lorida Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services
(fdacs.gov)
Florida Wildlife Conservation Guide | FWC (myfwc.com)

If you have any questions, Alice says to contact the Chinsegut Conservation Z&xiéd-6722. Or
you can contact her by emadlice.Herden@MyFWC.com

The Nature Coastline
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May Field Trip

Rainbow and Withlacoochee Rivers
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May Field Trip Photos continued

Singing River Tours

13

The Nature Coastline



June Field Trip
Tampa Bay Butterfly Foundation Gallery
(Little Red Wagon Nursery)

A BAY ES AND
‘UTIVE PLANTS THEY RELY ON
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