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President's Message
A welcome to new members.

We are so pleased to know that many people who are just beginning their journey to learning about and using native
plants in their landscapes have recently joined us.

For those new to FNPS and native gardening, our March 14 th chapter meeting will feature a program focusing on the
basics of native plants and why we should use them. The follow up field trip will take us on three easy nature trails where
we will explore different ecosystems and learn about the plants and wildlife that thrive there.

I would like to encourage folks to visit the FNPS website and explore the wealth of information you will find there. Under
various tabs, the site features links to a number of informational videos that are available on the FNPS YouTube site. For
example, in the What We Do tab, you will find videos of member’s native plant landscapes so you can see what others
have done with native plants. In the Resources tab you will find a list of recommended books about native plants,
and the creatures that depend on them. Native plant profiles provide photos and growing conditions for individual native
plant species. Under the events tab, read about our annual conference which starts at the end of April. This year, the
conference theme is “Adaptations” and will feature in-person field days with botanical field trips, socials, and workshops
around the state. 

Welcome new members!

Welcome new and renewing members Bee Happy Native Nursery, Gwendolyn Bodry, Cindy Brzezinski, Lin Picou,
Danielle Benz, and Kevin and Athena Matherly.

The Nature Coast Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society would like to extend a warm welcome to you. If you’re a
new member of our chapter you will now receive our bimonthly newsletter, The Nature Coastline, containing information
about upcoming events, pertinent articles, and plant profiles. You can also find information about our Chapter on
Facebook and on our website  https://naturecoast.fnpschapters.org/. You will receive the FNPS quarterly magazine, The
Palmetto and the FNPS bimonthly newsletter The Sabal Minor.

Join us at our next meeting!  We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at the Heritage Park Community Center in
Land O' Lakes at 7pm.

                                 

March Chapter Meeting
   Title/Topic:     Native Plants 101
   When:             Tuesday, March 14th @ 7:00 pm
   Where:            Heritage Park Community Center, Land O Lakes

 

March Field Trip
Title/Topic: Talk and Walk at Upper Tampa Bay Conservation Park
When:         Saturday, March 18th @ 9:30 am
Where:        Upper Tampa Bay Conservation Park
                    8001 Double Branch Road
                    Tampa, FL 33635
Meet:           At the environmental Education Center
Cost:           $2 per car up to 8 people

Helpful info:  Bring a hat, water, bug spray, sunscreen, and good walking shoes.  If it's been rainy some of the trails
might be wet so wear shoes you don't mind getting wet.

Ride Info:       If you need a ride or are willing to drive others, please contact Becky Clayton and she will try to match up
people if possible.  The more the merrier!

Contact:         Contact Becky Clayton @ 813-416-5672 or raclayton01@yahoo.com

Trip Leader:   Joel Jackson

Hillsborough County founded the Upper Tampa Bay Conservation Park in 1982 saving the environmentally sensitive
terrain from potential being reconfigured into a waterfront subdivision.  It now provides a protected area for nature study
and passive recreation. The 596-acre peninsular park hugs the bay’s northern shoreline and protects valuable coastal
habitat and ecological communities that include mangrove forests, salt marshes, freshwater marshes, oyster beds,
coastal hammocks, and pine flatwoods. 

We will start the morning in the Environmental Education Center to view the interpretive exhibits that describe the park
environment, history, and geology, and live animal displays. Joel will provide a short presentation and then we will head
out on the trails and boardwalk.  There are three short, easy nature trails – the Eagle, the Otter, and the Bobcat – each
explores different aspects of the park’s ecosystems. Gopher tortoises, zebra swallowtail butterflies, and bobcats live
here.  Red shouldered hawks and bald eagles are sometimes seen near the live oaks and other hardwood trees near the
wetlands. The shoreline and waters attract other wildlife and many other species, including Roseate spoonbills, ospreys,
otters, bottle nosed dolphins, and manatees.  There should be lots of wildflowers blooming in March. 

Joel Jackson is a lifelong resident of the Tampa area, served in Africa as a Peace Corps Volunteer and graduated from
USF with both Bachelor and Master’s degrees.  He was the first park and recreation planner for the City of Tampa and
managed Hillsborough County’s $10 million park bond program to design and develop six nature parks for the county
including Lettuce Lake Park.  When he became the City of Tampa parks grounds manager he drafted the guidelines for a
program to purchase environmental lands for Hillsborough County (ELAPP) which to date has acquired over 63,000
acres of conservations lands. His last position was Hillsborough County’s manager for park planning, design, and
development. Joel is a 41-year member of the Florida Native Plant Society, a member of Tampa Audubon Society and
has received both the FNPS 2016 “Green Palmetto” award for public service and SWFWMD’s 2020 “Water Wise” award
for Pasco County.  His hobbies are Photography and making Bluebird nesting boxes.

Extra Activities after the hike:  

Kayaking or canoeing.  If you want to further explore the creek and bay, bring your kayak or canoe or rent one
from the park after the hike. Canoes and kayaks can be rented on site at the entry station.  $25 for up to 4 hours.
Paddling trail maps are available at the entry station 
Fishing is welcome along the shoreline. 
There are picnic tables and shelter available if you bring your lunch or there are many good restaurants close by
to eat.

       Websites & Contact Info:                                                         
       Florida Native Plant Society: fnps.org
       Nature Coast Chapter Website: PascoNativePlants.org
       Facebook: facebook.com/groups/PascoNativePlants
       Email: naturecoastfnps@gmail.com
       Florida Association of Native Nurseries: fann.org
 

April Chapter Meeting
Title/Topict:    Rare Flora of the Withlacoochee Forest
When:             Tuesday, April 11th @ 7:00 pm
Where:            Heritage Park Community Center, Land O Lakes

Details:  This presentation will highlight rare flora on the Withlacoochee State Forest with brief descriptions of
management practices, research projects and rescue projects.

Speaker:  Colleen Werner

Colleen is Biological Scientist II with a B.S. in Environmental Botany from USF - 1998.  She has been a biologist at the
Withlacoochee State Forest for 22 years and has the lead role for management of rare flora, karst resources and cultural
resources.  Colleen also assists the WSF Ecology Unit with prescribed burns, invasive weed control and rare fauna
management.

April Field Trip
Title/Topic: Native Plant Hike in Croom
When:         Saturday, April 15th @ 9:00 am
Where:        26578 Croom Road (Forest Road 6)
                    Brooksville, FL 34601
                    Tucker Hill Day Use Area, Croom Tract
                    Withlacoochee State Forest

Helpful info:   Bring a hat, water, bug spray and a snack. There are restrooms and picnic table on site. You can bring a
lunch to eat on the or we can have lunch at a spot in Brooksville on our way home.

Questions:     Contact Becky Clayton @ 813-416-5672 or raclayton01@yahoo.com

Trip Leader:   Colleen Werner, Biologist, Withlacoochee State Forest

Details:  The Withlacoochee State Forest (WSF) encompasses 164,073 acres in Citrus, Hernando, Lake, Pasco, Sumter
counties and is the third largest state forest in Florida. The WSF is divided into several distinct tracts of land including the
Croom Tract, which is located in Hernando and Sumter counties, with over 20,000 acres. WSF protects one of the
largest patches of sandhill habitat remaining in Florida. There is also a historic cemetery at the Tucker Hill Day Use Area.

Among the familiar turkey oaks, live oaks, and pines within the sandhill habitat, an impressive variety of vegetation
thrives despite the arid soil conditions. We will begin our hike with Colleen at a mesic hammock where we will see
Pecluma ptilota (Comb Polypody). Next we will walk through sandhill habitat and will be visiting a red-cockaded
woodpecker cluster where we might get lucky enough to see the birds. The lupines usually begin blooming in March so
there’s a chance we will see some of the blue flowers and other wildflowers, plants and wildlife.

Colleen Werner is a Biologist Scientist II at the Withlacoochee State Forest. She has been at the WSF for 22 years and
has the lead role for management of rare flora, karst resources and cultural resources. She also assists the WSF
Ecology Unit with prescribed burns, invasive weed control and rare fauna management. Colleen has a B.S. in
Environmental Botany from USF.

Directions:  26578 Croom Road (Forest Road 6), Brooksville, FL 34601 From Brooksville head north on U.S, Highway
41 to Croom Road (C-480). Take a right and proceed east on Croom Road to trailhead at Tucker Hill Day Use Area.

Additional Details:   
https://www.plantrealflorida.org/plant-communities/detail/sandhills-zone-9
https://www.fnai.org/PDFs/NC/Sandhill_Final_2010.pdf

FNPS 2023 Conference

42nd Annual Conference
Virtual: April 28-30, 2023

Field Days: Three Weekends in May
Don't miss Florida’s premier event focusing on the preservation, conservation and restoration of our natural lands,
ecosystems, and local communities.  The 2023 Conference will be a two-day virtual conference on the last weekend in
April and several Conference Field Days throughout the state on different weekends throughout May.  The theme is
"Adaptations." 

Location Details: 

Naples May 6-7 by Naples Chapter
Tallahasee May 14-15 by Magnolia and Sarracenia Chapters
Sanford May 19-21 by Cuplet Fern Chapter

Registration is now open!  Click here to register.

Additional Details:   
Conference Home Page:   https://www.fnps.org/conference/2023
Past Conferences:  https://www.fnps.org/conference/past

Featured Photo

        
Photo taken by Karen Wright in her Pollinator Garden

The zebra longwing butterfly (Heliconius charitonius), the official Florida state butterfly, is found throughout Florida in
hardwood hammocks, thickets and gardens. The zebra longwing butterfly is characterized by long black wings with
distinctive thin stripes and a slow, graceful flight. A fun fact: It makes a creaking sound when alarmed. Zebra longwings
feed on nectar and pollen. UF says they are the only butterflies known to eat pollen. 

We'd love to see your photos featuring Florida natives!  There's a lot of natives to love in Florida so share your pictures
of native plants, insects, birds, etc. to our Facebook page and maybe it'll be a future photo of the month.  

Native Plant Profile
Common Name:    Eastern Redbud
Botanical Name:   Cercis canadensis
Family:                   Fabaceae (Pea or Bean) or Leguminosae

Type of Plant:  Native, small to medium, single or multi-trunked, deciduous tree or large shrub. This attractive perennial
with interesting heart-shaped foliage and showy pink to magenta spring blooms has a wide-spreading rounded to vase-
shaped crown. It is relatively fast-growing, but relatively short-lived. The lifespan is less than 30 to 50 years, with
specimens older than 30 years being rare; and the lifespan is shorter further south in its natural range.

Height: 15 – 30 ft., rarely more. 
Width: 20 – 35 ft., wider if in the open; narrower in the understory.

How to Identify:
Bark: Brown and smooth when young, becoming darker reddish-brown or dark gray, rough and scaly, with splits/fissures
that reveal an orange color at maturity. 
Leaves: Deciduous. Alternate, simple, entire, and petioled. Blade is broadly ovate to cordate (heart-shaped) with a
pointed apex, usually palmately veined, 3-5(6) inches long and wide. In the fall, foliage may turn bright yellow.
Flowers: Showy, profuse,1/2 inch, light pink to rosy pink to magenta (pink-purple), rarely white, borne in small clusters of
4-8 within the leaf axils and directly along the trunk, lateral branches, and across the crown, before or as new leaves
appear. Each individual flower is butterfly-like in shape (pseudopapilionaceous) with an upright central or banner petal,
two lateral wing petals, and 2 lower keel petals, which is typical of members of the pea family.
Vary in color intensity from tree to tree and flower to flower, as well as within a single bloom. Usually appear on previous
year’s wood, sometimes on new wood. Blooms when quite young. May not bloom as well in the extreme southern end
of its range. Depends upon long-tongued bees for pollination. Flowers are edible.
May be eaten raw, boiled, pickeled, or fried.
Flowering Time: Late Winter – Early Spring. February – March. Usually long-blooming, for 2-4 weeks, dependent upon
temperature.
Fruit: An elliptic-falcate (sickle-shaped), flat, smooth, 2-4 inch long pod (legume) which contains 10 seeds or more,
green turning brown when ripen in summer to fall. Appear in conspicuous clusters which persist into winter. Young pods
are edible and seeds may be roasted.
Habitat: Frequent in mesic (moist) upland hardwood hammocks. Also, bluffs, secondary woods, and fields.
Distribution: Panhandle, North Florida, south to Central Florida (west central peninsula) to Hillsborough and Polk Cos.
Nearly throughout the eastern U.S., into Canada, and west to Texas, New Mexico, and into northern Mexico.
Hardiness Zones: 4 – 9B. In Florida, 8A – 9B.
Landscape Use / Wildlife Benefit: One of our most beautiful and one of the earliest trees to bloom in the spring, along
with flowering dogwood and flatwoods plum. With its showy spring flowers and interesting foliage, Redbud is an excellent
ornamental specimen tree or when planted in small groups for greater spring flower display in both residential and
commercial landscapes. It may be used in a mixed shrub border. In central Florida, it is best used in shady landscapes
as an understory planting or in naturalistic settings beneath a deciduous canopy of taller trees. Plant on the sunny side of
a tall, deciduous tree where it will have plenty of sun to bloom and grow, but won’t get heat stressed in summer. Its
somewhat weak and brittle wood make it more susceptible to wind damage if grown in the open. UF/IFAS does not
recommend use as a street tree due to low disease resistance and relatively short lifespan. Redbud provides excellent
wildlife value. The foliage provides food for many caterpillars, as well as browsed by deer. It is the larval host plant for the
Henry’s Elfin butterfly (a Hairstreak) and the Io moth. It provides abundant early season floral resources in both nectar
and pollen for many butterflies and bees and other insect pollinators. The seed pods are not widely eaten by most
wildlife, although the seeds may be eaten by birds, primarily ground birds such as mourning doves.
Cultivation: Very adaptable and easy to establish.
Soil: Prefers well-drained with consistent moisture, fertile, organic soils. Adapts to most any, including drier and poorer
sandy sites. Does not tolerate wet soils. Prefers neutral to mildly acidic soils, and will adapt to alkaline, calcareous soils.
Light: Full Sun – Partial Shade. Full sun in the northern part of its range or with supplemental irrigation further south as
needed. Partial Shade is best in the southern part of its range. Will not bloom as well if given too much shade during the
winter and early spring and best planted under deciduous trees. Do not use under evergreen shade.
Water: Moist – Dry. Prefers moist. Tolerates occasional brief periods of flooding, but not consistently wet. Drought
tolerant when well established, but will benefit and look better when it receives some irrigation during hot, dry weather. 
Miscellaneous: Low maintenance once established. Not salt-tolerant. Fire resistant. Not highly wind resistant and
benefits from a protected location. Young trees are the easiest to transplant and survive best when planted in the spring
or fall. Plant 10 or more feet apart. Susceptible to stem canker. Remove diseased branches as soon as noticed. Leaf
spot during wet weather and verticillium wilt can be a problem. Healthy trees with good structure and airflow will suffer
less from fungal attacks. To keep the structure of your Redbud strong, prune to reduce the length of lateral branches. U-
shaped crotches are evidence of good structure, but remove V-shaped ones to prevent breakage and damage to tree.
Propagation: Primarily by scarified and stratified seed. Also, by grafting. If planting seed directly in the ground, be sure
to use fully ripened seed. The seeds have a hard, impermeable coat. To crack open, place seeds in a cup, pour boiling
water on them, and let them stand for about 24 hours. Then, follow with cold, moist stratification by refrigerating for 5
weeks or more.
Availability: See www.plantrealflorida.org! Widely grown commercially and often available at native plant nurseries and
native plant sales. Knowing the provenance or geographic origin of your plants or seeds is especially important before
you buy. Be sure to buy/use only those plants or seeds from local seed stock for best results. Even plants grown from
north Florida seed stock may not perform well further south. Native nurseries will typically collect seed from
local populations to ensure optimal performance in your area. There are many cultivars of Eastern Redbud on the
market, including white-flowered forms, most of which are not available or used in Florida. Remember, the provenance is
key!

Profile Created By: Peggy A. Gretchen, FNPS Member, Pasco Master Gardener Volunteer
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Outreach Event
 

The Nature Coast Chapter helped spread awareness about the necessity for yard to yard native plants at the Florida
State Fair alongside Doug Tallamy.  This turned out to be another great outreach event where we were able to educate
the public about our mission.

 

Websites & Contact Info:                                                         

Homegrown National Park:  https://homegrownnationalpark.org/
Doug Tallamy's Hub: https://homegrownnationalpark.org/tallamys-hub-1

                                                       

February Field Trip
We had a great turnout at the February Field Trip to the Aripeka Sandhills that included members from the Nature Coast,
Hernando, and Citrus FNPS chapters.  Shout out to Valerie Anderson (FNPS Directory of Communication and
Programming) for leading us on a nice hike through the trails while stopping to look at plants along the way to share her
knowledge, making sure to point out which ones are edible and just as important, NOT edible.  Check out the pictures
below of a few of the plants we identified on the walk. 

Join us on our next field trip to join in the fun!

   

Join Nature Coast Chapter
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