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Monthly meetings 

are held the 2nd 

Tuesday of each 

month at 7 p.m.  

Location: Land O’ Lakes 

Community Center, 5401 

Land O’ Lakes Blvd (US 

41), Land O’ Lakes, FL 

34639 in the back meeting 

room. Entrance is off the 

courtyard on the south 

side of the building.  

Nature Coast Chapter 

meetings, field trips, and 

activities are open to FNPS 

members and the  
public alike. 

Francisco Cuin 

Deborah & Bradley Spacone 

Mabel Galbreath 

Mary George 

Susan Gravestook 

Carol Vanek 

Outreach to Reach Out… 

Every person who lives in Florida or visits Flori-

da should be aware and familiar with the Florida 

Native Plant Society even if they are not part of 

the 3700 members that be-

long to our organization.  

If people learn the name 

“Florida Native Plant Soci-

ety”, then the next step, 

which is for people to care 

about nature and protect our 

environment, will become a 

more natural progression. 

Let’s not be Native Plant “snobs”! We want 

EVERYONE to know and care about our mis-

sion whether or not they choose to belong. 

Then we can introduce and educate folks about 

the necessity of planting and protecting native 

plants to keep nature and society as we know it, 

alive and well.   

There are also some serious misconceptions 

about our organization. I recently talked to a 

horticultural group who had heard of FNPS but 

immediately spoke with disdain that we promot-

ed weeds.  Listening to them, it was obvious 

they had no understanding so having a brochure 

available hopefully gave them a better under-

standing of our mission. Every member of our 

chapter should have at least ten brochures avail-

able to use when interacting with people. Keep 

them in your car, home, purse, or on your desk. 

At our next meeting, I hope there are 

no FNPS brochures left on the table! 

We have some great OUTREACH 

opportunities coming up to promote 

the Florida Native Plant Society. We 

will be at the Upcycle Festival in 

New Port Richey on November 

12th manning a table and selling 

plants.  

We have accepted an opportunity to have a dis-

play at the Florida State Fair in February. 

That will be a first for us. We will be in the Hor-

ticulture building and we will not only have the 

opportunity to reach out to the public, but show 

the horticulture societies the importance of di-

versity.  

In April 2017 we will be represented at the 

Earth Day event in Crew’s Lake Park.  

My goal for 2017 is to reach out to as many 

people as possible to make the name “Florida 

Continued on Page 2 
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Meetings/Programs 

Date: November 8 
 

Speaker:  Arnie Rutkis  
Program:  Creating Winter Interest in the Landscape  
 

This lecture will focus on ways to increase aesthetics in Flori-
da winter landscapes by using long season plantings and add-
ing plants with structural characteristics such as berries, 
branching, unique habit and interesting foliage, color and 
textures. The ecological functions these plants give us will be 
discussed. Other ideas such as water features, hardscaping art 
and mulch options will be presented.  
 

Speaker Bio: Arnie went to school for sculpture but ended 
up as a landscaper to make ends meet.  He is currently self-
employed as a Sculpture/Landscape designer and works with 
Wilcox Nursery.  He works on garden projects that are like 
sculptural interactions with the land; exploring landscape 
ecology, native plant communities and creating architecture in 
the garden. 

To suggest a program contact Pat Kelly at  

(352) 588-0266 or patriciak03@gmail.com 

Message from the President (cont’d) 

Native Plant Society” familiar so folks begin to understand 

the need to conserve, preserve and restore native plants 

and native plant communities of Florida. If you know of 

events where we should participate, let me know. 

I would like everyone to participate in some way to reach 

out to the public, whether it is as a volunteer manning a 

table, doing artwork or handling materials, or speaking to 

groups. 

And Thank You for being a member of our Nature Coast 

Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society. 

     Jonnie Spitler 

“End of the Season” 

Plant Sale 
 

Saturday, November 12th 

9AM-2PM. 

 

CYPRESS ACRES NURSERY 
8632 Ehren Cutoff 

Land O’ Lakes 

813-388-3111 

dbarnard5@tampabay.rr.com 

Holiday Party 
December 13th 

 

Pot-luck Dinner 

Drawing for a Florida Native Tree 

Gift Ideas for sale: books, Florida natives photos 

in cards, calendars and prints 

 Election of Chapter Officers  

 will be during the  

 November meeting 

 

 President, Vice President,  

 Secretary, Treasurer, and  

 Chapter Representative  

 

If you are interested in running, email the Nominat-

ing Committee (Karen Wright) before the November 

meeting. She will add your name to the roster. 
 

jwrigh15@tampabay.rr.com 

mailto:dbarnard5@tampabay.rr.com
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Field Trips 

Fall Wildflowers at Citrus Tract of Withlacoochee  
State Forest  
4399 East Trail 10, Inverness, FL 34452 
  
Friday, November 11th 
10:00 AM  
 
Meet at the Holder Mine campground. Lunch in Inverness.  
Bring water and snacks 
 
Please email field trip leader, Gail Parsons, if you plan on  
attending. gailpar1@verizon.net 

Conservation Chair News 

The citizens of the northeast corner of our County have under-
taken a bold decision to fight what seems like the inevitable 
development happening throughout our County.  They are 
attempting to have an Overlay put in place that will provide 
some protection from new subdivisions, strip malls, roads and 
other commercial growth that would forever change the char-
acter of where they live. The Overlay is bounded by Rt. 52 to 
Hernando County, and from the Green Swamp to Bellamy 
Brothers Blvd, and it would stipulate that zoning would remain 
the same or only be down zoned.  Currently, for the most part, 
the highest zoning in the area is one residence per acre, with 
most of the land in the overlay zoned at 1 per 5 acres or 1 per 
10 acres.  Julie Wert and I were given a tour of the area, and it 
is rural and lovely, with rolling hills and beautiful vistas. 
  
The group proposing the Protection, Northeast Pasco Con-
cerned Citizens, began their effort to keep their area beautiful 
when a 40,000 unit development was approved in 2003 for 
Pasadena Hills, between Dade City and Zephyrhills. When the 
group objected to this, they were told by Pasco County that to 
keep their area rural, they needed an Overlay in place and the 
ordinances to create it.  It is the job of the County staff to draw 
up the ordinances, and just like with the Ecological Corridors, 
this process does not happen quickly. 
  
There are 4 areas in the Overlay, 1 is the North East Rural 
Protection Area, 2 is the Rural Transition Area, 3 is the Rural 
Character Area, and 4 is the Rural Neighborhood Protection 
Area. The Transition Area is to serve as a transition between 
more urban development and the North East Rural Protection 
Area. Currently, the owner of a large property in the Transition 
Area, the Ft. King Ranch, has decided he wants to take his 
property out of the overlay plan as he has plans to develop an 
urban area with a school, fire station, commercial area, 1,278 
housing units and a new road. To withdraw from the Overlay, 
he will need an amendment. It seems that if an Overlay is to 
offer any real protection, allowing this would be questionable. 
  

Just this summer, The Board of County Commissioners ap-
proved the first ordinance of the Overlay that regulates resi-
dential matters. This was an important vote, but like what hap-
pened with the Ecological Corridors, the ordinance provides 
less protection than in its’ original version because of compro-
mises with landowners’ desires. Nevertheless, progress has 
been made.  The next ordinance to be drawn up will concern 
commercial development in the Overlay, and this could be 
contentious as well. Stay tuned for future developments. 
  
The final draft of the residential ordinance is available on the 
Pasco County website (www.pascocountyfl.net). To access 
this, type in Planning and Development on the left of the 
page. On that page click on Long Range Planning, and 
on the left, and you will find NE Rural Protection Over-
lay. 

 Jan Howie, Conservation Chair 

NORTH EAST PASCO RURAL OVERLAY: Protecting the Area they Chose to Live 

Mini Workshop at Brooker Creek Preserve 
3940 Keystone Rd, Tarpon Springs, FL 34688  
 
Friday, December 3rd 
9:00—10:00 AM Hike 
 
This field trip is in conjunction with the Native Plant Holi-
day Mini-Workshop hosted by Nature Coast, Pinellas Sun-
coast, and Citrus Chapters of FNPS and Friends of Brooker 
Creek Preserve. See page 4 for details of the Workshop.  
 
Please email field trip leader, Gail Parsons, if you plan on  
attending. gailpar1@verizon.net 
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Chapter Representative News 

FNPS Meets the Wild West…. 
 

After months of anticipation, the location of the 2017 Annual 

FNPS Conference has been announced. For the first time in 

many years, it will not be held in an urban area. Instead we will 

be guests of the Westgate River Ranch Resort, an upscale re-

sort in the heart of Florida, south of Lake Kissimmee.  

 

A huge array of accommodations will be available ranging from 

lodge rooms, to glamping (camping in air conditioned tepees 

and cabins), right down to primitive camping. Costs will be 

reasonable and comparable to a hotel, including rooms with 

kitchens. There are also more expensive options, such as luxury 

teepees, cottages and cabins, but these are not part of the 

FNPS block or rooms. All meals and socials will be onsite. And 

yes, coffee and alcohol are available! The lodging rates will be 

good for 3 days before and 3 days after the conference, so 

members can take advantage of the venue’s other activities, 

such as airboat rides, fishing, horseback riding, hayrides, 

swamp buggy rides and more.  

 

Best of all, the area has many, many field trip opportunities 

most of which will be new to the Conference. The Ranch is 

situated on 1700 acres overlooking the Kissimmee River, sur-

rounded by conservation lands and state parks. For a look at 

what will be available, including what glamping looks like, click 

here: http://www.fnps.org/conference/2017. Teepee, anyone? 

 

 

Many people ask what Nature Coast does with the money we 

make from dues and plant sales. In the past, we’ve remanded 

our portion of dues to FNPS to go to the general operating 

fund. This year we decided to take our dues and donate to spe-

cific funds. 

 

Nature Coast’s Board chose to donate $1500 for a new award, 

the Dan Austin Award for ethnobotany, in memory of Austin, 

a founding member of Florida Native Plant Society and a fre-

quent contributor to the Palmetto. Awards are for research on 

Florida native plant species or communities with a hu-

man/plant connection. Topic examples include mycology, tax-

onomy, botany, demographics of medicinal plants, medicinal 

chemistry, human effects on soil and economic importance of 

plants. Each year there are funds, grants will be awarded up to 

$1500. 

 

There are also Conservation and Research grant opportunities 

that the Board can look at closer to the Conference. Nature 

Coast also supports the Conference every year. We give grants 

for native gardens within Pasco County, on public property. 

Recently we donated the printing of the post cards sent out to 

new and renewing members. Our work and money is support-

ing the mission of conservation, preservation and restoration 

of native plants and their communities. Thank you, members! 

Julie Wert 

 Native Plant Holiday Mini Workshop  
At the Brooker Creek Preserve 

Saturday, December 3, 2016 9 am to 2 pm 
 

Registration is required.  
To register, please visit Eventbrite https://

www.eventbrite.com/e/native-plant-holiday-celebration-
tickets-26568804008  

Free Admission with registration, Public Invited 

Agenda 

9:00 a.m.  Hike 

10:00–11:30 a.m. 
Auditorium: Intro to Plant Identification with James Steven-

son of UF/IFAS Pinellas Extension 

Classroom: Using Native Plants in the Landscape, some Ba-

sics of Designing and Maintaining the Natural Landscape with 

Bruce Turley of Wilcox Nursery 

 

11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.  

 Lunch in the auditorium and porch: Lunch will be a potluck- 

bring your favorite side dish! 

 

12:30 p.m.–2:00 p.m. 
Auditorium: How Roots Work with Dr. Craig Huegel – plus 

a hike 

Classroom: Designing Your Natural Landscape, a Hands-on 

Primer with Bruce Turley of Wilcox Nursery, Limit 20- bring 

several drawings of your yard, pencil and paper. R.S.V.P to 

Katy, kroberts9130@gmail.com for a space. 

Gazebo: Grapevine Wreath making with the Friends of 

Brooker Creek. Free to FNPS members, $15 for non-

members. 

http://www.fnps.org/conference/2017
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/native-plant-holiday-celebration-tickets-26568804008
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/native-plant-holiday-celebration-tickets-26568804008
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/native-plant-holiday-celebration-tickets-26568804008


Zebra Swallowtail (Eurytides Marcellus) by John Lampkin 

What’s black and white 

and red all over? No, it’s 

neither a newspaper nor 

an embarrassed zebra, it’s 

a Zebra Swallowtail!  

Well, maybe it’s not red 

all over, but the stunning 

tri-color pattern and long 

tails make this Florida 

flapper unforgettable and 

unmistakable, even for the sub-novice butterflier.  

 

Long tails do not predict a long proboscis at the other 

end of the bug. The tongue is surprisingly short, propor-

tionally several times smaller than some of our grass 

skippers. This translates to Zebras favoring shallow-

throated flower species like Spanish needles, Bidens 

alba, as in the pic above. 

 

Zebra host plants are pawpaws in the genus asimina. 

Farther north the forty-foot-tall common pawpaw tree is 

used. Here in central Florida common pawpaw doesn’t 

grow but there are several other lower-growing asmina 

species for Zebras to choose from. One that abounds in 

our mesic pine flatwoods is Netted Pawpaw, Asimina 

reticulata. Wanting nothing but the best for their hatch-

lings, females oviposit only on the tender young leaves 

and only one egg per branch because mom knows that 

given the opportunity, her lovable little larvae are canni-

bals!  

 

Leaves like these (right) ap-

pear abundantly only in the 

spring unless the pawpaw is 

defoliated, and here the Zeb-

ra has an unlikely ally, the 

Asimina leaf-rolling cater-

pillar, Omphalocera mun-

roei. One often sees dead 

brown pawpaw leaves rolled 

together, sometimes cover-

ing an entire plant. When the 

leaves are unrolled, the cat-

erpillar is revealed. These 

moth caterpillars eat the 

tougher older pawpaw 

leaves, forcing new summer 

and fall growth that the Zeb-

ra caterpillars need for the 

second brood. Zebra caterpillars munch on pawpaw 

flowers as well as leaves, so it pays to unfold every 

flower to see what is hidden inside. You might find a 

Zebra caterpillar like this: 

Zebra caterpillars molt 

through several instars be-

fore pupating, usually on 

the pawpaw plant itself.  

 

Zebras themselves do not 

pollinate pawpaws but bee-

tles do and a study at Archbold Biological Station found 

at least five species. I myself have thus far found and 

photographed two of those 

on pawpaw. Here is a pair of 

Emerald Flower Scarabs 

Trichiotinus lunulatus. In 

spite of the color variation, 

they are the same species. 

And here is the Dark Flower 

Scarab, Euphoria sepul-

chralis. 

 

These chunky beetles are like 

klutzy flying tanks but some-

how enough pawpaws get 

pollinated so that some bear 

fruit.  

 

I had kept my eye on this morsel, waiting for it to ripen 

for a taste, but some other critter snarfed it down before 

it was ripe. That’s possibly a good thing for me since 

reportedly it nauseates some people, can cause a rash 

when handled and the seeds 

contain a depressant. On the 

other hand that can’t be right 

since there is an annual three-

day September pawpaw festi-

val in Albany, Ohio. Presum-

ably, attendees don’t go there 

to lose their lunches, scratch 

each other and get depressed! 

 

For my little pawpaw, hopefully some fertile seeds 

found their way through some digestive tract to some 

bare soil. Just in case, Netted Pawpaws have a backup 

plan—they also spread by underground stems. 

Every butterfly species has a story to tell, often a sur-

prising and complex one that is satisfying to discover 

and document—the Joy of Butterflying! 
John Lampkin 
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This is a compendium of a week in mid-August 
2016. 
 It is 4:30am. In the southeastern 
sky, Orion is just over the treetops. 
 “I am going to look around at all 
the flowers, and look up at the hectic 
trees.  I am going to close my eyes and 
listen.”  Anne LaMott 
 Half an hour before first light, the 
frogs sing their good night song to the 
sunrise. The birds take up their song as 
stars fade into light. Sandhill cranes pull 
Helios’ chariot into the sky. 
 At 7am, the opening backdoor lets 
the dogs out. Hummingbirds fly from 
the Simpson Stopper (Myrcianthes fra-
grans) planted as a hedge along the east 
side of the house. A branch heavy with 
fruits hangs over the walk. The cardinals 
have eaten so many of the berries, the 
branch has lifted to be able to walk un-
der it. 
 At 8am, a golden silk orb weaver/ 
banana spider (Nephila clavipes) is 
weaving her web between the mailbox 
and a limb. Her back legs feel the bot-
tom strands as she pulls the golden silk 
from her spinnerets. She builds a barrier 
web around where she sits for protec-
tion from predators. A smaller male 
hasn’t found her yet. A ‘neon spider’ is 
building her nest above the golden orb. 
Two other spiders with red legs and 
bodies that look like tiny drops of silver 
occupy the bottom part of the golden 
threads. (On one of her shows, Martha 
Stewart, the still living M.S., received a 
pashima (long shawl) made of glowing 

golden orb silk.) On the way to the mail-
box, a baby bunny, not much bigger 
than my fist, was in the grasses. 
 9am – Pairs of cardinals, red wings 
blackbirds, titmouses, doves, wrens, etc. 
fuss to have the feeders restocked. On 
the bench where I watch one of the 
feeders, I munch roasted unsalted pea-
nuts. They are a treat for me, the ‘peanut 
gallery’ (dogs: Boomer, Rudy, Pooh, 
Daisy), squirrels and woodpeckers. At 
my feet, peanut papers and bits of nuts 
move toward the undergrowth. Ants 
carrying pieces 50 times larger than their 
bodies are collecting food. Is it a sign of 
weather of winter? Woodpeckers et al 
avians call and answer through the trees. 
They say: “Move away from the feed-
ers!” A hummingbird hums a firebush. 
 As the day warms, so does other 
life. Lizards lizard about the plants. the 
garden starts to fly. Zebra longwings 
emerge from the corky passionvine. 
Swallowtails: giants, palamedes, eastern 
blacks, spicebushes, very big eastern 
tigers, come for the nectar and their 
larval food plants. Whites: giant south-
erns, checkereds, and sulphurs: cloud-
lesses, sleepy oranges, orange barreds, 
daintys, look for their food. Skippers 
drink from the asters. Red Admirals 
appear. Painted ladies and white pea-
cocks drop to the grasses. (The native 
plants are working. The info is from 
Gardening for Florida Butterflies by 
Pam Traas and Florida Butterfly Gar-
dening by Marc Minno. Both are on the 
book sale table.) 

 This miracle happened mid-
morning, March, 4 years ago. Back then 
I had taken the honeybee year long 
course at USF Botanical Garden. [The 
course is still offered.] It was 10:30am; I 
was checking my beehive on the drive-
way. 20 feet up the hill between the bee-
hive and the windbreak of trees and 
shrubs was a brown object. It looked 
like a grocery bag. Upon closer inspec-
tion, it was a young red shoulder hawk 
who had grabbed a black racer snake 
larger than it could handle. The snake 
had immobilized the hawk by wrapping 
itself around the hawk’s wings, body and 
neck. (If I went for a camera, the dogs 
would have gotten them both. All you 
have is a story to read.) Nearby were two 
sticks. With one, I held down the head 
of snake. With the other, I attempted to 
unwrap the snake. With each attempt, 
the snake constricted. The hawk‘s 
tongue was protruding; its eyes were 
glazing. 10 to 15 minutes of heavy 
breathing passed before the snake real-
ized it was not being harmed. It released 
its coils and slithered into the under-
growth.  Thankfully, no neighbors are 
near. Off came my shirt; I used it to 
carefully cover the still hawk. I placed 
the bird in my lap to feel for a heartbeat. 
As I gently held the wild bird, the reali-
zation came to me: it can rip out my guts 
with its talons. Minutes passed. Unex-
pectedly, the hawk flew straight off my 
lap. Unfortunately, I had sat about 7 feet 
in front of a tree. The hawk caromed off 
the tree, fortunately to safety. That even-

Landscaping/Garden News 

Dr. Alan R. Franck  

An Overview of Botany Research at USF Herbarium  

 Dr. Franck explained what a herbarium is, what it does, 
its importance and what his job is.   

 Animals have been documented in prehistoric cave art, 
but not plants; when animals were domesticated, then 
plants began to be documented in art, pottery.  

 In past history of Florida 1500 years ago, papaya seeds 
were found. Is it a native? 

 Paper has an important place in the documentation of 
plants from hand written books to the printed page. 

 In 1532, the first herbarium was founded. 

 Today, the books by Richard Wunderlin and Bob Hansen, 

of USF, document the plants of Florida.   

 Herbarium collections come from universities and pri-
vate citizens. 

 Dr. Franck does an accurate and reliable identification of 
thousands of plant species a year.   

 He treats those only reproducing outside of cultivation.   

 His record of plants helps with restoration projects, like 
the one in South Florida’s Pine Rocklands at Zoo Miami.  
Our chapter’s holiday auction donation helped with this 
restoration (see Palmetto, vol. 33, number 1).                                                                               

 The herbarium is available for view on the website:  At-
las of Florida Plants with links at  
florida.plantatlas.usf.edu.      

WHAT YOU MISSED – September meeting 

DAILY MIRACLES   
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Landscaping/Garden News (cont’d) 

ing, as I went to the mailbox, a hawk 
landed on a near fence post. We made 
eye contact for a few moments until it 
flew into the woods. I took it as a “thank 
you”. 
 Sometimes I come across snakes: 
banded waters, tiny ringnecks, black 
racers, hognoses, yellow rats, blue stripe 
ribbons, green garters, even shy coral 
snakes and scarlet kings, sunning them-
selves or checking the frog tubes. Frog 
tubes create habitat for the native frogs 
and are a good way to capture the infa-
mous invasive Cuban frogs. With perse-
verance, it took 4 1/2 years to get rid of 
the Cuban tree frogs. The native frogs 
returned. To make frog tubes, use half 
an 8 foot (4’) tube of water-quality PVC 
pipe, 1 ½-2 inch diameter. Bury enough 
in the ground to anchor. They are by 
windows and doors. At night, the out-
side lights are off to lessen light pollu-
tion. From inside, it is fun to watch the 
native green frogs cross the windows to 
dine on bugs attracted by the inside 
light. I check the doors’ jambs so a frog 
or a gecko lizard isn’t flattened when I 
go and come in from outside at night. 
 A shadow of a sandhill crane, a 
hawk, a vulture flies over the grass. The 
dogs chase it. 
 About noon, while mowing, I came 
upon a 7” gopher tortoise lunching on 
grasses at the edge of the property. Last 
week, another larger gopher tortoise 
made a new domed hole. An armadillo 
hole will be round. The holes fit the 
body shape of the inhabitant. The go-
pher tortoise was at the entrance of its 
hole with a fresh dirt apron. Eggs of the 
gopher tortoise are laid in the soft dirt of 
the apron, so never walk on it. By law, 
25 feet around the hole is protected, so 
please do. (A friend, who lives in the 
middle of Clearwater, planted her yard 
with native plants.  A gopher tortoise 
found it and has lived there many years, 
a miracle itself.)  
 Boomer has been with me for a 
year. He is a curious, very smart, 3 year 
old Irish retriever or golden setter, de-
pending on the time of day. Something 
caused him to stick his nose under the 
bushes. With a yelp, he ran to me with a 
bloody nose. What was it? A gopher 
tortoise was backed under the shrub. 
 A pilated woodpecker knocks on a 
snag (dead tree) to signal for a mate. 
 Weather report – The Spanish moss 

blows towards the distant thunder. It 
forecasts the dark clouds may not come 
this way. It is Florida. 50% chance of 
rain means it either rains on you or it 
doesn’t. 
 Late, late in the afternoon, chimney 
swifts (Chaetura pelagida) swoop over 
my roof, dining on insects, especially 
mosquitoes. At sunset, dragonflies are 
the next shift. Many species of dragon-
flies control the insects in my garden. 
Different species fly at different times 
throughout the day. One time I was 
wearing a red flowered “Hawaiian” shirt. 
A dragonfly landed on a red flower on 
my shoulder then proceeded to eat its 
prey. dragonflies, use small flowered 
plants in the garden. These attract small 
bugs the dragonflies eat. A water source, 
like a water garden in a wading pool, 
gives them a drinking place. (Brooker 
Creek Preserve offers an interesting day 
course on dragonflies.) 
 A hummingbird clearwing moth 
(Hemaris thysbe) dances in the dusk 
from evening flowers to vines. Moths 
are as important food sources in the 
garden as are butterflies. They are fed on 
by the night critters: animals, frogs, bats. 
 Half an hour after sunset, bats come 
out of the sabal palms and the Spanish 
moss for their breakfast of mosquitoes. 
The frogs begin their warm-up for a 
night of songs. Owls: screeches, great 
barreds, call to one another.  Sometimes 
they gather to laugh at the punchline of 
the cosmic joke. Japanese proverb;” 
Time spent laughing is time spent with 
the gods.” (Another neighbor in Pinellas 
put a screech owl box up in the tree in 
his front yard.  Every year, screech owls 
returned to make a family.) 
 Evening: As the stars appear, some 
seem to fly through the trees. Some flash 
from the ground. These are fireflies. 
Florida has over 50 species of Lampyri-
dae. Each species is identified by its 
flash. Fireflies are rarely seen these days 
due to habitat destruction and herbi-
cide/pesticide spraying. The higher a 
male flies, the more virile he is, therefore 
a better mate. (Humans are the only 
species where the female has to attract 
the male. We are also the only species 
which take the biggest and best out of a 
species leaving the weakest to be breed-
ers. Other species “cull the herd”; they 
leave the best and strongest to strength-
en a species.) 

 Most species are being lost due to 
man’s destruction of the habitat needed 
to sustain diversity of life. A few years 
ago, Nature Coast chapter had a speaker 
[thank you Pat Kelly] whose concept 
was to leave the back 8-10 feet of your 
property un-mown. Fireflies lay their 
eggs on grasses, preferably near water. If 
you have an HOA, get on the board. 
Convince them to leave 8’-10’ around 
any water source, lake, pond, retention 
pond un-mown for habitat. It will also 
protect the water source from polluting 
runoff of chemicals: herbicides, pesti-
cides, fertilizers. With perseverance, fire-
flies and other species may have a habi-
tat to come home to. Miracles can hap-
pen; miracles do happen. 
 I thought my neighbor’s house was 
on fire. I grabbed binoculars and a flash-
light to see the path. The orange light 
was growing. It was domed, not vertical 
like flames. It was the orange August full 
moon rising. 
 11pm. A swim in the pool cools me 
before bed. I float on my back and drift 
into the stars. The midnight train rum-
bles and whistles in the distance. The 
owls and the frogs sing me to sleep. 
 “Every day we are engaged in a mir-
acle which we don’t even recognize: a 
blue sky, white clouds, green leaves, the 
black curious eyes of a child – our own 
two eyes. All is a miracle.”  Thich Nhat 
Hanh 
 Cygnet is flying in the summer tri-
angle over us. 
 All the wildlife (snakes, frogs, bees, 
pollinators, butterflies, birds, mammals 
& animals) are in my yard because it is 
not sprayed with herbicides or pesti-
cides, or even fertilizers. It has been 
planted to attract wildlife. Unlike 
‘typical’ [big box] landscape plants, is 
there any native plant that does not ben-
efit wildlife?  
 

If you plant it, they will come,  

one garden at a time. 

 

Thank you, native plant people,  

for a wild life. 

 

May your new years be filled with  

daily miracles. 

 

Grow America. Plant native plants.   

Annie 
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Interviews starting in 
January? First inter-
views: our president, 

Jonnie Spitler and, our 
VP, MaryEllen Gotto. 

Florida Butterfly Gardening by Marc Minno,  
Gardening for Florida Butterflies by Pam Traas,  
Florida’s Fabulous Insects by Mark Deyrup,  
Florida’s Fabulous  Reptiles and Amphibians by Peter Carmichael,  
Florida’s Fabulous  Spiders by Edwards & Marshall,  
Birds of Florida by Pranty, Radamaker & Kennedy.    
And all the native plant books. 

BOOKS   

GARDENING TIP  

When planting new plants in my garden, I leave the pots next to the plant. After planting, I know 

where the new plants are therefore which ones need to be watered. I rinse the pots to clean them 

over the plants, toss them out of the garden as the plants get watered. By the time each pot is 

rinsed and each plant is watered, the pots are dry, ready to stack. The pots can be recycled to grow-

ers by bringing them to the meetings or the plant sales. 

POSSUMHAW HOLLY 

Shirley Denton, 2000 

Landscaping/Garden News (cont’d) 
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POSSUMHAW HOLLY 
By  Peggy A. Gretchen 

 FNPS Member 
 Pasco Master Gardener 
Botanical Name:  Ilex decidua 
Common Name:  Possumhaw Holly 
Family:  Aquifoliaceae (Holly) 
 
Type of Plant:  Native deciduous large shrub or small tree. Usually multi-trunked with smooth pale gray bark. Useful as a speci-
men (female) or as an understory planting.  Height:  25 – 30 ft., usually 10 – 15 ft.  Width:  up to 20 ft. Rarely colonizes. 
 

How to Identify: 
Leaves:  Alternate, simple, 2 – 3 inches, dark green above and paler below. Blades widest at or above the middle 
(elliptic to ovate), tapered toward the base. Leaf margins with shallow blunt teeth, often revolute (rolled backward or 
downward). 
Flowers:  Very small, greenish white, 4 petals, in small axillary clusters. Male (stamens) and female (pistils) flowers on 
separate plants – dioecious. Flowering Time:  Spring. 
Fruit:  Showy red, sometimes orange or yellow, 1/3 in. drupes (fleshy fruit with one seed  that is surrounded by a hard 
covering). Borne in early fall throughout winter and into spring on female plants only. Need males in the area to polli-
nate. 
 
Habitat:  Floodplain forests and moist upland woods. 
 
Distribution:  Eastern U.S., mostly coastal plain and Mississippi basin, North Florida and Central Florida.  Hardiness 
Zones:  5 – 9. 
 
Landscape Use / Wildlife Benefit:  Possumhaw Holly is a prolifically fruiting deciduous holly especially useful as a 
beautiful specimen female small tree or large shrub. Need both male and female species. Pollinator species include 
male possumhaw holly, as well as other native hollies. May also use as an understory planting or in small groups. 
Showy berries provide fall and winter interest in the landscape, as well as food for songbirds and small mammals. 
 
Cultivation: 
Soil:  Any, except saline. Prefers organic. 
Light:  Full sun to partial sun.. 
Water:  Prefers moist. Tolerates average to wet. Fairly drought-tolerant once established. Water well during the first 
year. 
Miscellaneous:  Prune to shape. Not salt-tolerant. Numerous cultivars are available, both abundantly fruiting females 
and pollinator male specimens, such as ‘Red Escort’. Use only Florida grown plants to ensure best flowering and fruit-
ing, as well as general success. 
 
Propagation:  By fresh seed, scarified (optional) and double-stratified seed, and semi-hardwood cuttings. 
Availability:  Not often commercially available in Florida. 
           See www.plantrealflorida.org! 
Comment:  Possumhaw Holly is similar in appearance to the more widely used and available native evergreen Yaupon 
Holly (Ilex vomitoria). 
 
References: 
Huegel, Craig N., Native Florida Plants for Shady Landscapes, Gainesville, Florida, University Press of Florida, 2015. 
Huegel, Craig N., Native Plant Landscaping for Florida Wildlife, Gainesville, Florida, University Press of Florida, 
2010. 
Nelson, Gil, Best Native Plants for Southern Gardens, Gainesville, Florida, University Press of Florida, 2010. 
Taylor, Walter Kingsley, Florida Wildflowers, A Comprehensive Guide, Gainesville, Florida, University Press of Flori-
da, 2013. 
Wasowski, Sally, with Andy Wasowski, Gardening with Native Plants of the South, Dallas, Texas, Taylor Publishing 
Co., 1994. 
Wunderlin, Richard P., Guide to the Vascular Plants of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, University Press of Florida, 1998. 
 

http://www.plantrealflorida.org/
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