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A Message from the President
It’s Spring: Time to Weed and Plant

My husband, Rob, suggested the title for we look for when we take field trips and

this message but I was not sure about using many of us have in our own landscapes be-
Monthly meetings are the term “weed” as it may be considered an cause they serve a purpose to Florida’s wild-
held the 2nd Tuesday offensive word to native plant enthusiasts. life and environment besides being beauti-
of each month at 7 p.m. But truthfully, in every garden, landscape ful.

and flower pot we will find the weeds we do

not want so we can plant the wonderful Of course, there are many non-native and

4
Land O’ Lakes native plants that we do want. even invasive weeds that move into our

Community Center
y landscapes. These are the weeds that should

5401 Land O’ Lakes Blvd be removed. Pick up the list of invasive

(US 41)
Land O’ Lakes, FL 34639

weeds at one of our meetings. Having a
native wildflower book, such as Walter Tay-
lot’s, “Guide to Florida Wildflowers”, will

In the back meeting
help with pictures and descriptions about

room. Entrance is off the
courtyard on the south
side of the building.

the wildflowers that serve our wildlife.

When we see native bees, birds, insects and

/ other wildlife in our landscape, we know it

, “" h » is alive and well. So, plant those wildflowers
Fl—eal:amErigerdﬁ Sp. ( v

this spring and watch life surround you.

We also know that one petson’s weed is And speaking of planting, we had one of
someone else’s wildflower. As a Master the most successful plant sales ever. I want
Gardener, I took a course about weeds and to thank all the volunteers. So many of you
acquired books on the subject. Some of our came out to help that the job was casy and
native wildflowers are in those books. Our fun and the public received lots of attention
lovely Gaillardia is mentioned in one book and education and left with beautiful plants
as a weed, as well as toadflax and violets, for their landscapes. Thank you.

among others. These are wildflowers that

Continued on Page 2

The mission of the Florida Native Plant

Society is to promote the preservation,
conservation, and restoration of native
plants and native plant communities of

ol cepems Frank Galdo Diana Kelly
Florida. Dawn Giel Jackie Hughes




Meetings/ Programs

Cogongrass Treatment
Cost-Share Program

Speaker: Mona Neville

May 8

7 PM

Cogongrass (Imperata cylindrica) is an invasive, non-
native grass which occurs in Florida and several other
southeastern states. It is considered to be one of the
"Top 10 Worst Weeds in the World”. The Cogongrass
Treatment Cost-Share Program’s primary objective is to
reduce the spread of cogongrass to new areas by helping
private landowners control or eradicate existing infesta-
tions.

Speaker Bio: Mona Neville grew up in Wesley Chapel,
graduated from Land O’ Lakes High School and re-
ceived her bachelor’s degree in forestry management
from the University of Florida. She began her career
with the Florida Forest Service Withlacoochee Forestry
Center, as a state lands forester. In January 2016 she had
the chance to return to her roots and became the forest-
er for Pasco County, stationed in the forest service’s
Dade City office.

Cogongrass

President, from Page 1

On another note, please renew your membership. Our
mission is important and can only grow with member-
ship. You can renew on line at fnps.org or at our monthly
meeting. Bring friends to the meetings and encourage
them to join.

Thank you for being Nature Coast Chapter members of
the Florida Native Plant Society.
Jonnie Spitler, President

The Nature Coastline

What is a Seed Orchard and
What Does it Do?

Speaker: Bob Lindemuth

June 12

7PM

The presentation will describe the purpose of and man-
agement of a seed orchard with examples based on the
Florida Forest Service’s Munson and Withlacoochee
Seed Orchards.

Speaker Bio: Bob was born and raised Pennsylvania,
graduated from Penn State University with a B.S. degree
in Forest Science and an M.S. degree in Forest Biomet-
rics at the University of Maine. He has worked for the
Florida Forest Service from 2010 to the present and is
currently Senior Forester in charge of the Withla-
coochee Seed Orchard. His expertise is in land manage-
ment and invasive species identification and control.
Bob is also co-chair of the Nature Coast Cooperative
Invasive Species Management Area, a volunteer position
held since 2015. His hobbies are spending time in the
woods and history.

We are sorry to announce the
passing of one of our dearest
members

Ma rLng Swmullen

She was a mewmber of the Na-
ture Coast Chapter sinee 1996.
Butterfly gardening was her
specialty. Marilywn gave talks
to groups and volunteered for
our events. She will be sorely
missed.




Field Trips

Saturday, May 12

Native Garden at Morean Art Center & Chihuly
720 Central Ave

St. Petersburg, FL

10 AM

NoO FIELD TRIP IN JUNE

Send information & your photos to
Gail Parsons to post on Facebook:
gailpar1@verizon.net

A unique field trip. Bruce Turley of Wilcox Nursery and
Landscape created this native garden at Chihuly (across
the street from Morean Arts Center). Bruce will meet us
on site and give us a personalized tour. After the tour

& Cheryl McAloon for the website:

we will visit the Morean Art Center to view the works
cherylmcaloon@me.com

of Aripeka's own, Leslie Neumann. In the Center's own
wortds: “In her third solo show at the Morean, artist and

environmental activist Leslie Neumann presents a brand
new body of work which focuses on the beauty of na-
ture vs. our troubling current events.” Entrance to Mo-

Deadline for next
newsletter is June 1

Send to karen_watrous@yahoo.com

rean Art Center is free.

Lunch at 4t Street Shrimp Store -1006 4th St N
Bring water and snacks.

Leader: Gail Parsons 813-928-1412 cell

gailpar] @verizon.net

N

s o

April 28, 2018
Oam-3pm

Crews Lake
Wilderness Park

16739 Crews Lake Drive
Spring Hill, FL 34610

TO VOLUNTEER:

sign up at the chapter
meeting on April 10 or
call Julie at 727-863-1363
or email her at
aripekajule@verizon.net

The Nature Coastline

NATURE COAST CHAPTER NEEDS
YOUR HELP!

Help celebrate Earth Day by volunteer-
ing to spread the word about native
plants and their value in their place on
our planet.

In the shade of the live oaks we’ll help
sell plants, give out information show
the enthusiasm we have for native
plants.

Bring a wagon if you have one. Help in
the morning or afternoon, or stay all
day!

Crews Lake is a beautiful Pasco County
treasure and the event has something
for everyone. Go to the Compost Hap-
pens Workshop or learn about rain bar-
rels. Recycle your electronics, shred
documents and get rid of hazardous
waste and unwanted medications.

Adopt a pet, release a ladybug and
meet an alligator. Bring kids for crafts,
activities and educational events.

Save a few minutes for a stroll through
the Park!
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The Florida Native Plant Society’s

3Sth Annual Conference
66 2 ? 9”9

May 17-20, 2018 at the Miccosukee Resort in Miami
500 S.W. 177th Avenue, Miami, Florida 33194

ou will be delighted by mind-expanding experiences,

tempted by sumptuous meals (including vegan, vege-

tarian, and gluten—free) and amazed by the networking
and social opportunities. As always, we will offer an abun-
dance of presentations and workshops:

e 2 days of amazing field trips

e Workshops on landscaping, edibles, rare plants and con-
servation and more!

e Cutting-edge science

e Current issues

e Conservation, restoration and Citizen Science

e Climate-wise landscaping

o A special research track for High School students to pre-
sent their research

e Advocacy opportunities

e Native plant vendors

e Artwork created by local Elementary Schools on the
theme "What Restoration Means to Me"

Reserve your rooms now at a special rate using the Florida
Native Plant Society Reservation Code: Call 305-925-2555
and use code GNPS518 or book online and use code
80516FLNA at Miccosukee.com and click "online reserva-
tions" in the upper right corner. Just make any corrections to
the rate (adding the group code) in the "Special Requests"

box on your reservation page.

*The cutoff date for the FNPS Group Rate at Miccosukee is
May I, 2018.

Deluxe King = $99 + taxes

Deluxe Double Queen = $99 + taxes (supply is running low)
Deluxe King Suite = $129 + taxes

Deluxe Double Queen Suite = $129 + taxes

Thanks to the local nurseries who
provided us with beautiful plants for the
Spring Plant Sale.

Karen's Wiloflowers

www.karenswildflowers.com

RAINBOW'’S END NATIVE PLANTS

www.renativeplants.com

CYPRESS ACRES NURSERY
813-406-3313

WINE & CHEESE PARTY
The Mulhollands
15410 Stonecreek Lane
Tampa, FL 33613
(813) 962-7020 %
Sunday April 22, 2018
From 1:00 pm 0 5:00 pm

Cell: (813) 367-7842

End of Spring Sale

Saturday, June 9th
9AM-2PM

Dave Barnard
Cypress Acres Nursery
8632 Ehren Cutoff
Land O’ Lakes

(813) 406-3313
1954barn@gmail.com

There are more than 130 species of native plants in the
yard. An identification list will be provided that shows
what and where they are located.

Free you dig” native plants - we have spades and bags.

It's a party, mostly outdoors, rain or shine, so dress casu-
ally. There is seating outside under a canopy and also
under shade trees. If you need more information call the
Mulhollands.

$EE NATIVE PLANTS IN SUBURBIA: ONE WAY TO
DO IT WITHOUT A LAWN



https://miccosukee.webhotel.microsdc.us/
https://miccosukee.webhotel.microsdc.us/

Off the Porchh

\/\/6 have an evening ritual of sitting on the porch
and observing nature. The porch is covered

but not screened, and from it we are able to observe
plants and animals going about their lives. Just within
the last few of months, we moved off the porch, onto
the lawn. And just recently, we started bringing a pair of
binoculars and birding books with us. And just by getting
off the porch, we discovered the joys of birdwatching!

Our birdwatching habitat. Bench in foreground.
Birdbath & fence in background (left).

The bench is under a laurel oak, about 50 yards from a
bird bath. The area in between is grass and “weeds.” We
watch the birds peck around on the ground, and bathe
in the birdbath. A picket fence and a dead pokeweed
provides a place to perch between dips.

Want to have birds in your yard but not
sure what plants to use?

Find out what native plants attract birds in your
area: https://www.audubon.org/native-plants

Just type in your email address and zip code and
click search. Select one or more plants. A list of
birds (for your area) that are attracted to those
plants is delivered to your inbox.

For instance, a Beautyberry, Callicarpa americana,
common in Pasco County, may attract Cardinals
& Grosbeaks, Chickadees & Titmice, Crows &
Jays, Mockingbirds & Thrashers, Orioles, Thrush-
es, Vireos, Waxwings, Wood Warblers, and
Wrens!

Bluebirds and doves are
frequent visitors, as are a
multitude of unknown (to us)
little birds. Some of these are
shades of gray. Most have
various patterns of black and
white patterns on their wings
and many have yellow mark-
ings. It’s fun to try to identify
them. Is that a palm warbler or
a wood warbler? | know | saw
an American goldfinch!

American goldfinch
commons.wikimedia.org

Spring is here and our native plants are growing. What a
perfect opportunity to explore the needs of wildlife,
including birds! Here are some online birding resources
recommended by Gail Parsons, a veteran birder:

http://www.audubon.org/birding/identifying-birds

http://www.audubon.org/apps

http://floridabirdingtrail.com/

http://www.fosbirds.org/florida-bird-list.html

Here’s one that I've also found helpful:

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/

Karen P. Watrous

Shirley Denton


http://www.audubon.org/birding/identifying-birds
http://www.audubon.org/apps
http://floridabirdingtrail.com/
http://www.fosbirds.org/florida-bird-list.html
https://www.audubon.org/native-plants
http://www.audubon.org/bird-family/cardinals
http://www.audubon.org/bird-family/cardinals
http://www.audubon.org/bird-family/chickadees-and-titmice
http://www.audubon.org/bird-family/crows-magpies-jays
http://www.audubon.org/bird-family/crows-magpies-jays
http://www.audubon.org/bird-family/mockingbirds-and-thrashers
https://www.audubon.org/bird-family/blackbirds-and-orioles
http://www.audubon.org/bird-family/thrushes
http://www.audubon.org/bird-family/thrushes
https://www.audubon.org/bird-family/vireos
https://www.audubon.org/bird-family/waxwings
http://www.audubon.org/bird-family/wood-warblers
https://www.audubon.org/bird-family/wrens

~ Friday, February 16
Richloam Tract of the Withlacoochee State Forest
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OFFICERS:

President: Jonnie Spitler 813.435.8143 jspitler1120@gmail.com
Vice President: Mary Ellen Gotto 727.264.8701 mefgotoh@aol.com
Secretary: Julie Wert 727.863.1363 aripekajule@verizon.net
Treasurer: Stephen Joyce 813.767.3131 savinhillbill@gmail.com

Chapter Representative, Field Trip Chair & Facebook Administrator
Gail Parsons 813.920.2730 gailpar1@yverizon.net

CHAIRPERSONS:

Newsletter Editor: Karen Watrous 813.528.2368 karen_watrous@yahoo.com
Publicity Chair: Sandra Vanno 727.376.7663 svanno@tampabay.rr.com
Membership: Deb Tribbey 727.857.6583 bdtrib@hotmail.com

Library Chair: Sharon Holding ~ 727.247.7367 shrnholding@gmail.com
Refreshments: Rebecca Dance 813.929.9882 rstarrdance@aol.com
Conservation Chair: Jan Howie 727.848.7689 janicehowie@aol.com
Program Chair: Pat Kelly 352.424.2224 patriciakO3@gmail.com
Plant Sale Coordinator: Peggy Gretchen 813.991.4812 herculesmpg@hotmail.com
Volunteer Coordinator: Jean Nixon giginixon@gmail.com

Landscape Consultant: Annie Johnson 352.518.0545 annjohnson.eotrf@gmail.com
Website Coordinator:  Cheryl McAloon  813.928.7724 cherylmcaloon@me.com
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COMMON PERSIMMON

By Peggy A. Gretchen
FNPS Member
Pasco Master Gardener
Botanical Name: Diospyros virginiana
Common Name: Common Persimmon
Family: Ebenaceae (Ebony)

Type of Plant: Native erect, straight-trunked, medium-sized, deciduous tree with an oval crown, spreading branches,
brightly colored fruit, and attractive, dark, blocky bark. Usual Height: 30 - 60 ft. Width / Spread: 15— 30 ft.

How to Identify:

Bark: Dark brown-black. Divided into small rectangular blocks on mature trees, which is very attractive, especially in
winter when leafless.

Leaves: Alternate, simple, margins entire, ovate to elliptic, pointed tips, glossy dark green above, pale green and hairy
below, to about 6 in. long. Prone to leaf spot (fungal). Yellow or reddish fall color.

Flowers: Small, creamy whitish to yellowish to greenish, bell-shaped, inconspicuous and borne in small clusters on males
ot solitary on females in the leaf axils. Male and female flowers borne on separate trees (dioecious). Fragrant and attracts a
variety of pollinating insects. Flowering Time: Spring

Fruit: Several-seeded, globose, green turning orange when ripe, fleshy, 1 — 2 in. in diameter berries, which mature in the
late fall on female trees. Need a nearby male tree to pollinate female trees in order to get persimmon fruits. Persimmon
fruits are edible. Hard and bitter to sour when unripe, usually until first frost, then very soft and sweet when very ripe —
must be soft and mushy and bright orange. Sweetness will vary from tree to tree. Generally not as sweet as commercial
varieties. May be used in a variety of recipes, including ice cream.

Habitat: Common in the understory of sandhills, flatwoods, and both mesic (moist) and hydric (wet) hammocks. Also in
old fields, fence rows, and road edges.

Distribution: Eastern U.S. Southern New England west to Ohio, south to and neatly throughout Florida, except the
Keys, and west to eastern Texas. Hardiness Zones: 4 — 10

Landscape Use / Wildlife Benefit: An adaptable, easy to grow, deciduous tree for both understory or open, sunny
areas. May sucker to form thickets. Use in naturalistic landscapes or plant where can be controlled. Plant both male (at
least one) and female trees if persimmon fruits are desired. Fruits can make a mess, so plant the females away from walk-
ways and high traffic areas. The fruits provide food for both humans and wildlife. The flowers provide nectar for bees
and other pollinators.

Cultivation: Very adaptable and easy to grow!

Soil: Any — from dry, poot, sandy soils to wet, fertile, organic soils, Acidic to alkaline. Prefers moist, well-drained.
Light: Full sun to partial or light shade. If you want lots of fruit and vivid fall color, give it plenty of sun.

Water: Performs well in quite dry to moist conditions. Tolerates brief flooding. Drought-tolerant once established.
Miscellaneous: Tendency to sucker. Difficult to transplant due to large taproot. Long-lived to at least 100 years. Good
salt tolerance. Highly wind resistant. Fire resistant.

Propagation: By stratified seed, root cuttings, or suckers.

Availability: Florida native plant sales and nurseries. See www.plantrealflorida.org!

References:

Haehle, Robert G. and Joan Brookwell, Native Florida Plants, Houston, Texas, Gulf Publishing Company, 1999.

Huegel, Craig N., Native Plant L.andscaping for Florida Wildlife, Gainesville, Florida, University Press of Florida, 2010.

Lantz, Peggy, Flor1da s Edible Wild Plants, Gainesville, Florida, Seas1de Publishing, 2014.

Nelson, Gil, Florida’s Best Native Landscape Plants, Gainesville, Florida, University Press of Florida, 2003.

Osortio, Rufino, A Gardener’s Guide to Florida’s Native Plants, Gainesville, Florida, University Press of Florida, 2001.

Stibolt, Ginny, Sustainable Gardening for Florida, Gainesville, Florida, University Press of Florida, 2009.

Tobe, Dr. John D. et al., Florida Wetland Plants An Identification Manual, Tallahassee, Florida, Florida Department of
Environmental Protection, 1998.

Wasowski, Sally, with Andy Wasowski, Gardening with Native Plants of the South, Dallas, Texas, Taylor Publishing Co.,
1994.

Wunderlin, Richard P., Guide to the Vascular Plants of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, University Press of Florida, 1998.

Wunderlin, Richard P. and George R. Kish, Native Florida Plants for Drought- and Salt-Tolerant l.andscaping, Sarasota,
Florida, Pineapple Press, Inc., 2013.




Chapter website:
Chapter E-mail:

FNPS website:

COMMON PERSIMMON

Wunderlin, R. P., B. F. Hansen, A. R. Franck, and F. B. Essig.
2018. Atlas of Florida Plants (http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/).[S.
M. Landry and K. N. Campbell (application development), USF
Water Institute.] Institute for Systematic Botany, University of
South Florida, Tampa.

6£9¥€ 1A ST .O PUE]

JATI(] UOSI®Y) 0CG1T

SIITATIS TONEBIIqN FIII[SMIN

£19120G 1UB[J 2ANEN] ePHO[] oY Jo 3deyD) 1sL0D) a1meN



http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fpasconativeplants.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGJ3hQ6FNRTiogdF3tJyiZc5v_Vmg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fpasconativeplants.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGJ3hQ6FNRTiogdF3tJyiZc5v_Vmg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fpasconativeplants.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGJ3hQ6FNRTiogdF3tJyiZc5v_Vmg
mailto:naturecoastfnps@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/PascoNativePlants%0dtwitt
http://www.facebook.com/PascoNativePlants%0dtwitt
http://florida.plantatlas.usf.edu/

