
The Florida Native Plant 

Society is not a political 

organization but we do have 

a mission to conserve, 

preserve and restore native plants and native 

plant communities of Florida.   

 

An opportunity has arisen in Pasco County to 

show support for our mission. The “ecological 

corridor” being proposed by ELAMP is 

important to all of us. It will provide habitats 

for wildlife and by doing so, add to the quality 

of life for our citizens.  

 

An ecological corridor is a contiguous area of 

land where wildlife can live and move without 

developmental obstructions. Pasco County is 

beginning to develop at a booming rate and the 

Environmental Lands Acquisition and 

Management Program (ELAMP) is proposing a 

corridor to insure land is set aside for wildlife 

habitats.  

There are no ordinances or restrictions at this 

time on development to preserve wildlife or its 

habitats in Pasco County. If we do not support 

this initiative, we may end up like Pinellas 

County with NO habitats for wildlife.  

 

There is also the possibility of forming 

“mitigation banks” where developers will pay 

for areas to become preserves to replace the 

areas they are developing. You will be notified 

when the meetings are to take place and we 

look forward to your support by attending. If 

you are interested in being our representative 

speaker or making signs, let me know. We hope 

you wear your Native Plant Society t-shirt to 

show solidarity.   Let’s make a difference! 

 

So much is happening! Fall will be very busy 

and exciting for our chapter. The Florida 

Native Plant Society is proclaiming 

OCTOBER as Florida Native Plant Month. 

As a chapter we will do our part by having a 
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Monthly meetings 

are held the 2nd 

Tuesday of each 

month at 7 p.m.  

Location: Land O’ Lakes 

Community Center, 5401 

Land O’ Lakes Blvd (US 

41), Land O’ Lakes, FL 

34639 in the back meet-

ing room. Entrance is off 

the courtyard on the 

south side of the build-

ing.  

Nature Coast Chapter 

meetings, field trips, and 

activities are open to FNPS 

members and the  
public alike. 

Continued on Page 2 
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Meetings/Programs 
Date: September 8 
 
Speaker:  Peggy Gretchen 
Program:  “Landscaping & Gardening with Florida  

Native Plants” 
 
This PowerPoint presentation was created through a 
partnership of the St. Petersburg Audubon Society and 
the Pinellas Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Socie-
ty.  The goal is to provide general concepts and principles 
to consider when creating a home landscape with Florida 
native plants. These landscapes will be attractive, require 
less maintenance, support wildlife, conserve natural re-
sources, and celebrate the natural beauty and heritage of 
Florida! 
 
Bio: Peggy Gretchen is a 18-year member of the Nature 
Coast Chapter and has been a Pasco Master Gardener for 
14 years. In 2007, she won the FNPS Green Palmetto 
Award for advocacy and service in support of the FNPS 
mission. 

Date: October 13 
 
Speaker:   Jim Moll 
Program:  “Plant Nomenclature: Who Needs All Those 

Strange Names Anyways?” 
 
Those Latin names don’t always roll off our tongues nor 
are they always so easy to remember, but they do serve a 
real purpose in our gardening lives.  Discover their pur-
pose and method to the seeming “madness” behind 
those scientific names. 
 
Bio: Jim Moll received his Bachelors’ of Science degree 
in horticulture from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison and did his internship at the National Tropical 
Botanical Garden on the island of Kauai. Jim has worked 
at the Scott Arboretum of Swarthmore College and Bok 
Tower Gardens in Lake Wales Florida.  He served as 
Urban Horticulture Extension Agent for Hernando 
County for 13 years and now is the Florida-Friendly 
Landscaping Program Coordinator of Pasco County. 
Contact info: Pasco Cooperative Extension, 36702 State 
Road 52, Dade City, FL 33525,  352-518-0470 
jmoll@pascocountyfl.net  

To suggest a program contact Pat Kelly at 

(352) 588-0266 or patriciak03@gmail.com 

plant sale and workshop. The workshop is a new venture for 

our chapter and is an outreach event to educate the public 

about native plants.   

 

Not only is the state to proclaim October as FNP Month but 

we are looking to have Pasco County proclaim October as 

FNP Month. We will also be using this event as part of our 

membership drive, “PLANT ROOTS WITH US”. Check the 

other articles in this newsletter about the details.  

 

Our November meeting will be one for everyone to attend. 

We will have Anne Cox, the president of the Florida Native 

Plant Society as our guest. She is great fun and has so much to 

tell us. You will be impressed and will learn so much about 

our organization.    

 

And December! We will be having our great pot luck, but also 

a SILENT AUCTION, the proceeds from which will be 

donated to the Conservation or Education fund, whichever 

you decide at the meeting. If you are talented and would like 

to donate something of interest or have a great plant to 

donate, please let me know. I am looking for a person to 

spearhead this endeavor. Call or email me if you are interested 

in helping out. And plan to be there and have some fun! 
     Jonnie Spitler 

Message from the President (continued from page 1) 

You are invited to join the Florida Wildflower 
Foundation at its 7th annual Florida Wildflower 
Symposium featuring field trips to regional natural 
lands, educational sessions, and hands-on 
workshops at Leu Gardens.   
 
JC Cahill, experimental plant ecologist and lead 
scientist of PBS Nature series program "What 
Plants Talk About" will deliver the symposium's 
keynote address at the dinner on Sept. 25. 

SAVE THE DATE!   

FLORIDA WILDFLOWER SYMPOSIUM 

SEPT. 25-26, 2015 

LEU GARDENS, ORLANDO 

Time to get your items ready to 
donate for the silent auction at the  

December Meeting. 

 

mailto:jmoll@pascocountyfl.net
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Field Trips 
Cypress Lakes Preserve 
Saturday, September 12 
10:00 am at 32375 Cortez Blvd. 
Ridge Manor, FL 34602 
 
Join us for a quiet walk through Cypress Lakes Preserve, led 
by Jim King, Conservation Lands Specialist for Hernando 
County. The walk will be shaded and since we are starting 
early, we should avoid most of the heat. Cypress Lakes Pre-
serve is a 331 acre preserve that contains 8 natural plant com-
munities, 5 of which are designated as imperiled. These com-
munities include lakes, freshwater marsh, cypress swamp, 
bottomland hardwoods, live oak hammocks, scrub, and 
sandhills. This diversity supports many animals, including 
some that are threatened or endangered. 
 
Directions: From the west, go east on SR 50 past I-75 about 
2.2 miles, turn left on Ridge Manor Blvd. and go about half a 
mile to the first gate on the left. For those of us who navigate 
better with landmarks, go under the Withlacoochee State 
Trail, then across the Withlacoochee River, then take the sec-
ond left turn after the river onto Ridge Manor Blvd. (there is 
a brown Ridge Manor Park sign just before the turn and a 
cypress lake on the left), go to the first gate on the left across 
from the big field. Park on the side of the road and please do 
not block the newspaper boxes or the preserve gates. 
From the east, from the intersection of US 301 and SR 50, go 
west on SR 50 about 1.5 miles to the first traffic light at the 
intersection of SR 50 and US 98, turn right on Olancha Road 
and go about one half mile to the gate on Ridge Manor 
Blvd.  For landmarks, look for the Shell gas station on the 
right at the light, on the corner of 98 and 50. The gate is at 
the end of Olancha Road. Park on the side of the road and 
please do not block the newspaper boxes or the preserve 
gates. 

Bicycle ride:  Witlacoochee State Trail 
Sunday, October 25* 
10 am 
  
 
We will ride about 12 miles round trip from the main trail 
head at Ridge Manor and bike north to a rest area where 
Croom-Rital Rd. crosses the trail. You can recognize this stop 
because there is also access to the Florida Trail (hiking) there. 
We will gather at the Ridge Manor trail head after the ride, 
and those who are interested can go to lunch at Beef O Brad-
y's on Rt. 50 
  
If you are not familiar with the Withlacoochee State Trail, it is 
a wonderful bike trail that goes mostly through rural county 
and is most shaded and flat. There is very little traffic on the 
trail or on the roads that cross it. You don't need to be an 
expert biker to enjoy this, as we will go at a leisurely pace, and 
there are kiosks along the trail to stop and rest if you need to. 
  
*Please note that this is not our usual weekend following the 
meeting, but the third weekend in the month.  It is always 
safer to wear a helmet, and bring water and sunscreen.  
  
Directions: Take Rt. 50 to slightly before if you are going 
east, or slightly after if you are going west of the trail bridge 
that goes over Rt. 50 and turn north on Croom-Rital 
Rd.  Very shortly after the turn you will see the parking area 
for the trail head on your right. 

Announcing the Fall Plant Sale & Free Workshop…... 

The Nature Coast Chapter of the Florida 

Native Plant Society is having a Florida 

Native Plant Sale on Saturday, October 

17, from 10 AM to 2 PM at the Land O' 

Lakes Community Center, 5401 Land 

O'Lakes Blvd./US 41, Land O'Lakes  34639. There will be 

hundreds of quality nursery-grown plants, books for sale, and 

a Pasco Master Gardener information table.  

 

An exciting addition to this year’s fall sale will be a free 

workshop on The Art of Maintaining a Florida Native 

Landscape from 11-12:30 in the Community Center 

Building, Rm 2, to celebrate Florida Native Plant Month.  

 

Ginny Stibolt, author of several pertinent and informative 

books, “Sustainable Gardening for Florida”, Organic Methods 

for Vegetable Gardening in Florida” and longtime member of 

the Florida Native Plant Society, will present her excellent and 

educational program from her latest book “The Art of 

Maintaining a Native Landscape”. 

 

Plants native to Florida have adapted to the ecosystems in 

which they have grown all these millennia without human 

intervention. Our urban/suburban yards are only pale 

imitations of Florida's wildlands. But even in a small lot 

planted with native plants can make a significant difference in 

supporting wildlife. So many people are now planting butterfly 

and bird-friendly gardens.  

 

But planting a few native plants, even if they are the "right 

plant in the right place," is not a fairy tale where everyone (and 

every plant) lives happily ever after. The plants will have a 

Continued on Page 5 
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Chapter Representative News 

Exciting news from the Council of Chapters! We are working 

to get the month of October proclaimed Florida Native Plant 

Month. This will be both a local and statewide initiative, 

asking for Proclamations at the State and County levels. Andy 

Taylor, the new person at FNPS in charge of promotions is 

working on the state legislature. Chapters all over the state are 

having events to promote natives. Nature Coast will have our 

event to celebrate Florida Native Plant Month at our fall plant 

sale. 

 

Author and gardening expert Ginny Stibolt is holding a series 

of workshops all over the state this fall on the Art of 

Maintaining a Native Landscape, from her new book of 

the same title. Luckily for us we’re having a workshop right 

here at our fall plant sale at the Land O’ Lakes Community 

Club on October 17. Be sure to bring your friends and 

neighbors interested in native plants for an outstanding 

program. She will also be selling and signing her new book. 

 

There are two exceptional annual events this fall for native 

plant lovers. September 25-26 is the 2015 Florida Wildflower 

Symposium at Harry P. Leu Gardens in Orlando. The 

keynote speaker is J.C. Cahill, an experimental plant ecologist 

best known as lead scientist on the PBS Nature series 

documentary “What Plants Talk About.” I saw his talk at the 

2014 Conference and it was fascinating. There will be field 

trips to Central Florida's beautiful natural lands, classroom 

sessions, workshops and a plant sale with a variety of vendors. 

Visit http://flawildflowers.org/ to plan your outing, and to 

get a wealth of information on wildflowers, including a new 

native wildflower species profile on every "Flower Friday”! 

 

The fourth Annual Wings and Wildflowers Festival will be 

held Oct. 2-4, 2015 at Venetian Gardens in Leesburg, Florida. 

The Festival emphasizes the connection between winged 

creatures and native plants with programs on wildlife, birding 

and gardening for them. There are field trips, workshops and 

over 2 dozen speakers to fill a fun weekend! All the details at 

http://www.wingsandwildflowers.com/  

 

Locally, the Hernando Chapter native plant sale is Sept.19 at 

Chinsegut Hill, a beautiful place to visit. Pinellas Chapter’s 9th 

Annual Landscape tour is Sept 26, a great chance to see native 

landscapes in our area. http://pinellas.fnpschapters.org/. 

Let’s all explore the wonderful opportunities available to us in 

the world of Natural Florida!  

Julie Wert, Chapter Representative 

 PASCO COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL LANDS 

ACQUISITION AND MANAGEMENT PROGRAM AND 

ECOLOGICAL CORRIDORS  
This history and explanation of the program was written by  

Katie Mac Millen, Biological Technician Pasco County Natural Resources 
 

1999:  Several citizens and environmental groups sued Pasco County for not doing enough to protect wildlife and natural 

resources.  

 

2000:  The County agreed in a settlement to modify the Comprehensive Plan to better protect wildlife, habitat, listed species, 

and other natural resources.  

 

2002:  Contracted biologists, experts in wildlife biology and landscape ecology, delivered a wildlife habitat protection study – 

the “Glatting-Jackson” study – recommending that Pasco County protect wildlife habitat through a regional conservation 

strategy. Areas of protection included critical linkages, ecological planning units, agricultural reserve and enhanced 

safeguarding of wetland and listed species.  

 

2003:  An environmental task force, appointed by the Board of County Commissioners, used the Glatting-Jackson study to 

draft a countywide conservation strategy for the Comprehensive Plan.  

 

2004:  The Board of County Commissioners adopted the new Comp Plan policies, committing to protect wetlands, create the 

Environmental Lands Acquisition and Management Program (ELAMP), and create Critical Linkages (now termed 

Ecological Corridors) and Ecological Planning Units.  
Continued on Page 6 

http://flawildflowers.org/
http://www.wingsandwildflowers.com/
http://pinellas.fnpschapters.org/
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Mary Ellen Gotto, 2015 

Julie Wert, 2015 

 
Good morning Chairman Schrader  
and Commissioners: 
 
The Florida Native Plant Society has declared October 2015 to 
be “Florida Native Plant Month” across the state. We would be 
honored if Pasco County would issue a resolution declaring this. 
 
FNPS has 37 chapters and 3,500 members statewide and its 
mission is the preservation, conservation and restoration of 
Florida’s native plants and native plant communities. The FNPS 
Nature Coast chapter does a great job promoting the natural 
areas of Pasco County through meetings, field trips and grants 
to community organizations. 
 
Please let me know if you are interested in sponsoring this 
resolution and the process to complete as it varies by county. I 
have draft language I can provide to your staff. 
 
 
Thank you. 

Andy Taylor 

FNPS Director of Development 

Letter sent to Pasco County... 

At the first of more FNPS workgroups to come, a handful of 

members got together and brainstormed ideas to increase the 

recognition of FNPS at the state and local level, and to solidify the 

organization as one body rather than a loose connection of 

chapters. One of our ideas was moved forward to the FNPS board 

and approved in August:  The month of October will be officially 

declared “Florida Native Plant Month.” We will also designate a 

“Florida Native Plant of the Year.” Andy Taylor, Director of 

Development for FNPS, has already started promoting the event 

to local and state governments and some have already put the 

resolutions in motion.  
 

Not only is the idea of a Florida Native Plant Month and Native 

Plant of the Year a great way to introduce the public to the benefits 

of native plants, but it will provide a strong framework to promote 

the FNPS mission to preserve, conserve and restore native plant 

communities to our local and state elected officials.  It will also 

allow us to reach more people, boost membership and donations 

to the society.  

 

What does this mean to you? Most FNPS Chapters already have a 

lot of activities in October. It is a popular time for Plant Sales, Plant 

Walks and other outdoor events. We are asking that the Chapters 

promote these events as part of the FNPS “Florida Native Plant 

Month.”  For example, SNPS has a Plant Sale, a meeting and a 

camping trip already planned for October. We will submit those to 

FNPS to be promoted as part of “Florida Native Plant Month.” 

They will be promoted both locally by the Chapter, and statewide 

under the umbrella of FNPS.  If any local, county or state 

government makes a proclamation to declare October Florida 

Native Plant Month, we will also send a small delegation of 

members to the meeting to accept the proclamation.    

 

This is an exciting movement for FNPS, and to get the full benefit, 

we need you to spread the word, promote the event and join us in 

celebrating “Florida Native Plant Month.” If you would like to be 

part of the Statewide Committee to promote this event, please 

contact donna.bollenbach@gmail.com.   

 
Resolution announcement from FNPS... 

 

Resolution to Proclaim October  
Florida Native Plant Month  

PLANT SALE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!   
Set-up will begin at 8 AM. Bring wagons and 
plastic bags. Please contact Peggy Gretchen 
at herculesmpg@hotmail.com or 813-991-4812 or 
sign up at an upcoming meeting. 

much higher survival rate if you plant them properly and give 

them a good head start so they can establish themselves. Some 

will die and some may become too rambunctious.  

 

Ginny’s presentation will provide ideas and tools to 

help people who want to be more successful when 

they use more native plants. The "no-maintenance" 

landscape is a myth, but the low-maintenance 

native landscape is well within reach.  

Fall Plant Sale & Free Workshop (continued from page 3) 

mailto:donna.bollenbach@gmail.com
mailto:herculesmpg@hotmail.com
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2005:  ELAMP, a willing-seller program, was created to use a portion of the Penny for Pasco funds to: protect uplands, 

wetlands, water resources, wetland systems, natural communities, habitat for listed species, and unique natural resources; 

connect natural linkages; to expand environmental education; enhance resource-based recreation; and conserve viable 

populations of native plants and animals.  

ELAMP (continued from page 4) 

Owners may also donate property, create a life estate, or sell a 

conservation easement over their property. The latter means they are paid 

to relinquish development rights.  

  

ELAMP considers all nominations, but targets buying land in the 

Ecological Corridors, the Ecological Planning Units, and the Agricultural 

Reserve in the northeast of the county. Ecological Corridors are defined as 

stretches of natural or semi-natural land which connect existing public 

lands, such as the Green Swamp, Conner Preserve, J.B. Starkey Wilderness 

Preserve, Werner-Boyce Salt Springs State Park, etc. Their purpose is to 

maintain or recover biodiversity by providing transport for water, plants 

and wildlife as the county continues to grow.  

 

The scientific subcommittee scores lands based on natural communities; 

value of buffering; habitat fragmentation and patchiness; edge effect; 

habitat quality; disturbance; community rarity; biodiversity; 

exotic/undesirable species presence; protected and imperiled species 

presence; wetland health; wetland buffering; aquifer recharge; unique 

geologic resources; restoration potential; and long-term management 

requirements.  

 

To date, ELAMP has spent $17.2 million to protect 2,831 acres of 

preserves and conservation areas in Aripeka, Holiday, Shady Hills, Land 

O’ Lakes, Wesley Chapel, New Port Richey and a conservation easement 

in Lacoochee. Five out of nine of these lands are within the Ecological 

Corridors.  

 

The Natural Resources Division manages our preserves and conservation 

areas by prescribing burns, restoring habitat, maintaining facilities, 

removing exotic species, building and maintaining trails, monitoring 

conservation easements and developing and implementing habitat 

management plans.  

LAND NOMINATED 

Initial Environmental Lands 

Selection Committee review 

Scientific subcommittee field 

review 

Full ELASC review and voting 

Board of County Commissioners 

review and voting 

Appraisals 

Negotiation 

SALE AND PURCHASE 

AGREEMENT 

The ELAMP process: 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW  
 

The county’s new strategic plan includes a goal, “Enhance the Quality of Life,” which includes “conserve, protect and manage the 

County’s natural resources.” The strategic plan was written to provide specific direction for County programs based on public 

input and community needs. The Natural Resources Division, which administers ELAMP, provides natural resources review for 

all proposed development in Pasco County. We compare proposals with the Land Development Code, which specifies protections 

for wetlands and listed species, upholding the conservation goal, and which would specify protections for the Ecological Corridors 

if the proposed ordinance is adopted.  

 

The proposed ordinance offers property owners the right to transfer density, with increase, outside of the corridor, compensation 

in lieu of transfer, or a combination of transfer and compensation, in exchange for conserving the portion of the land in the 

Ecological Corridor. Realtors understand the appeal of homes adjacent to conservation lands, which usually command a higher 

price than conventionally-sited homes. The “Florida 2060” research report concludes that all non-conserved lands in Pasco 

County will become developed by 2060.  
 

All pertinent documents are available on-line at http://www.pascocountyfl.net/Index.aspx?NID=609.  
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Nature Coast Chapter  
 

 

Saturday, October 17 

10AM to 2PM  

 

& FREE WORKSHOP 

 

11AM to 12:30 

Given by Ginny Stibolt, longtime member of the Florida Native Plant Society 

and author of  Sustainable Gardening for Florida” and “Organic Methods for 

Vegetable Gardening in Florida.” This presentation will provide ideas and tools 

to help people who want to be more successful when they use native plants.  

 
LAND O'LAKES COMMUNITY CENTER,  
5401 LAND O'LAKES BLVD./US 41 

LAND O' LAKES 

Plant Sale Volunteers Needed 
Saturday October 17th  

Please contact Peggy Gretchen 

at herculesmpg@hotmail.com or 813-991-4812  

or sign up at an upcoming meeting. 

See page 3 for plant sale info 

 Once upon a time, it was a lovely Florida summer day.  The 

sun was cooled by clouds; the humidity was low.  What a great day 

in the garden. The day was spent weeding, dead-heading, planting 

natives plants for wildlife and beauty.  A refreshing  afternoon rain 

cooled the air.   
  

 A clean shower, a light supper, and fresh clean sheets beckon 

the gardener to a deserved rest.  Then, about 3am, the gardener 

awoke to an itchy poke. Just as the gardener turned to go back to 

sleep, another poke, enough to rouse the gardener to search the 

night clothes only to find nothing.  The rest of the night was spent 

turning, then being poked.  The bed linens were searched; nothing.   
  

 The sun lightened the eastern sky.  At last, the gardener 

couldn't take it.  Out of bed, off came the night clothes, 

nothing.  Off came the sheets, nothing.  But, there in the mattress 

cover was one biden seed, poking through the fibers.  

Moral: one [bad] seed can ruin a good night.   

mailto:herculesmpg@hotmail.com
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CHAPTER DIRECTORY 
 

OFFICERS: 

President: Jonnie Spitler   813.435.8143    jspitler1120@gmail.com  

Vice President: Mary Ellen Gotto   727.264.8701   mefgotoh@aol.com 

Treasurer: Stephen Joyce   813.767.3131    savinhillbill@gmail.com 

Chapter Representative: Julie Wert   727.863.1363    aripekajule@verizon.net 

Secretary: Sharon Holding   727.247.7367   shrnholding@gmail.com  
 
CHAIRPERSONS: 

Newsletter Editor: Karen Watrous   813.528.2368    karen_watrous@yahoo.com 
Publicity Chair: Sandra Vanno   727.376.7663    svanno@tampabay.rr.com 

Membership:  Deb Tribbey 727.857.6583    jspitler1120@gmail.com 
Refreshments: Pat Kelly  352.588.0266    patriciak03@gmail.com 
Books: Sharon Holding  727.247.7367    shrnholding@gmail.com  

Conservation Chair:  Jan Howie   727.848.7689    janicehowie@aol.com 

Program Coordinator: Pat Kelly   352.588.0266    patriciak03@gmail.com 

Field Trip Coordinator: Jan Howie   727.848.7689    janicehowie@aol.com 

Plant Sale: Peggy Gretchen 813.991.4812 herculesmpg@hotmail.com 

Landscape/Garden Consultant:  

 Annie Johnson  352.518.0545  annjohnson.eotrf@gmail.com 

Submit suggestions, articles, or photos by 

October 1 to Karen Watrous at 

(813) 528-2368 or 

karen_watrous@yahoo.com 

Chapter website: pasconativeplants.org 

E-mail: naturecoastfnps@gmail.com 

www.meetup.com/Nature-Coast-Native-Plant-Society/ 

www.facebook.com/PascoNativePlants 

twitter.com/NatureCoastFNPS 
FNPS website: http://www.fnps.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benefits of membership include: The Palmetto, our quarterly magazine, which is filled with information on 

native plants, gardening,  conservation of native habitats, etc., Sabal Minor, our bi-monthly newsletter that 

will keep you up to date on FNPS news and activities, membership in the local chapter of your choice, 

chapter newsletter, native plant gardening and landscaping information, Speakers and field trips. 

 New    Renewing 

Select Membership Category  

   Life $1000  Contributing $75 

   Donor $250  Family/Household $50 

   Supporting $100  Individual $35 

   Business $125  Student $15 

   Non-profit $50  Library $15 

Make check payable to FNPS 

Please detach and mail this form & payment to: 

FNPS 

PO Box 278 

Melbourne FL 32902-0278 
 

You can also sign up and pay with credit card at 

http://www.fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo 

Name 

Biz or Org 

Address 

City, State & Zip 

FL County Phone 

Chapter (assigned by location unless otherwise 

Email 

mailto:jspitler1120@gmail.com
mailto:MEFGOTOH@aol.com
mailto:aripekajule@verizon.net
mailto:aripekajule@verizon.net
mailto:aripekajule@verizon.net
mailto:aripekajule@verizon.net
mailto:aripekajule@verizon.net
mailto:shrnholding@gmail.com
mailto:svanno@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:svanno@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:svanno@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:svanno@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:svanno@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:svanno@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:svanno@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:jspitler1120@gmail.com
mailto:patriciak03@gmail.com
mailto:patriciak03@gmail.com
mailto:patriciak03@gmail.com
mailto:patriciak03@gmail.com
mailto:patriciak03@gmail.com
mailto:shrnholding@gmail.com
mailto:patriciak03@gmail.com
mailto:patriciak03@gmail.com
mailto:patriciak03@gmail.com
mailto:patriciak03@gmail.com
mailto:patriciak03@gmail.com
mailto:janicehowie@aol.com
mailto:herculesmpg@hotmail.com
mailto:annjohnson.eotrf@gmail.com
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fpasconativeplants.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGJ3hQ6FNRTiogdF3tJyiZc5v_Vmg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fpasconativeplants.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGJ3hQ6FNRTiogdF3tJyiZc5v_Vmg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fpasconativeplants.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGJ3hQ6FNRTiogdF3tJyiZc5v_Vmg
mailto:naturecoastfnps@gmail.com
http://www.meetup.com/Nature-Coast-Native-Plant-Society/
http://www.facebook.com/PascoNativePlants%0dtwitt
http://www.facebook.com/PascoNativePlants%0dtwitt
http://www.meetup.com/Nature-Coast-Native-Plant-Society/
https://www.facebook.com/PascoNativePlants
https://twitter.com/#!/NatureCoastFNPS
http://www.fnps.org/participate/membershipinfo
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BLAZING STAR by Peggy A. Gretchen  

  FNPS Member 
   Pasco Master Gardener 

Botanical Name:  Liatris spp. 
 
Common Name:  Blazing Star, Gayfeather 
 
Family:  Asteraceae or Compositae (Aster or Daisy) 
 
Type of Plant:  Native perennial deciduous wildflowers. Slender, herbaceous plants with narrow leaves and erect stems. The 
upper third of the stem produces a showy, elongated spike of lavender-purple to rose-purple to pinkish flowers.  Height:  2 – 7 ft., 
usually about 3 ft. tall.  Width:  Individually narrow, less than 1 ft. May form large colonies and persist in the garden by self-
seeding. 
 

How to Identify: 
Leaves:  Alternate, usually linear and slender, with lower leaves on the stem spreading and ascending, and upper leaves often 
shorter and pressed  to the stem, depending on species.  
Flowers:  Showy, 2 – 4 ft. long spikes with many tubular florets, along the upper third of the stem. Lavender-purple to rose-
purple to pinkish, sometimes white (L. elegans). Flower buds at top of stalk open first.  Flowering Time:  Late summer through 
fall. 
Fruit:  A tiny, inconspicuous achene - a one-seeded, non-splitting, hard fruit having a thin wall separable from the seed. 
 
Habitat:  From dunes and scrub to sandhills to flatwoods to open hammocks, depending upon the species. 
 
Distribution:  North and South Carolina, south to nearly throughout Florida, and west to Mississippi.  Hardiness Zones:  6 – 10. 
 
Landscape Use / Wildlife Benefit:  Excellent additions to wildflower and butterfly gardens, as well as open meadows. Most 
attractive when planted in groups. Also excellent for roadside plantings. Showy late summer to fall flowers are very attractive to a 
host of butterflies and pollinators for nectar. Try planting with goldenrod (Solidago spp.) sunflowers (Helianthus spp.), silkgrass 
(golden aster), paintbrush (Carphephorus spp.), milkweeds (Asclepius spp.), and other Florida native wildflowers. 
 
Cultivation:  Hardy and easy to grow! 
Soil:  Sandy, well-drained; slightly acidic to neutral pH. 
Light:  Full sun best. 
Water:  Dry to moist conditions, depending on species. L spicata will tolerate more moisture than most Liatris spp.. Drought-
tolerant! Irrigation not required when properly sited and established. 
Miscellaneous:  Liatris spp. appear as grass-like clumps in the spring, bloom in summer to fall, and then die back and usually 
disappear completely. Most spend the winter underground as a corm. A few spp. remain as basal rosettes of grass-like leaves. Mark 
the spot, so you’ll know where to expect them to pop up come spring! They will spread and persist by self-sown seed. Do not 
heavily mulch. Low salt-tolerance. 
 
Propagation:  Plant seeds in the fall or divide clumps in the winter. 
 
Availability:  See www.plantrealflorida.org, native plant sales, and native plant nurseries. 
 
Comment:  There are about 17 species and varieties of Blazing Star in Florida, at least 5 of which are generally available from 
native plant nurseries. They include: L spicata, L. gracilis, L. chapmanii, and two varieties of L. tenuifolia (var. tenuifolia and var. 
quadriflora). The endemic species unique to Florida include: L. garberi, L. ohlingerae, L. provincialis, and L tenuifolia var 
quadriflora (synonymous with L. laevigata) The several non-native species should be avoided.. 
 
 

References: 
Huegel, Craig N., Native Wildflowers and Other Groundcovers for Florida Landscapes, Gainesville, Florida, University Press of 
Florida, 2012. 
Nelson, Gil, Best Native Plants for Southern Gardens, Gainesville, Florida, University Press of Florida, 2010. 
Taylor, Walter Kingsley, The Guide to Florida Wildflowers, Dallas, Texas, Taylor Publishing Co., 1992. 
Trass, Pamela F., Gardening for Florida’s Butterflies, St. Petersburg, Florida, Great Outdoors Publishing Company, 1999. 
Wunderlin, Richard P., Guide to the Vascular Plants of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, University Press of Florida, 1998. 
 

http://www.plantrealflorida.org/


Nature Coast Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society 

21930 Carson Drive 

Land O’ Lakes FL 34639 

Become a member of the  

NATURE COAST CHAPTER of the Florida Native Plant Society today. 

Individual membership is only a $35 donation. 

 

ADDITIONAL BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP 

 The Nature Coastline, the bimonthly newsletter of the Nature Coast Chapter 

 The Palmetto, our quarterly magazine, which is filled with information on native plants, gardening,   

conservation of native habitats, etc. 

 Sabal Minor, our bi-monthly newsletter that will keep you up to date on FNPS news and activities 

 Native plant gardening and landscaping information 

 Local plant sales 

 Speakers and field trips 

 Annual Conference discount 

 Publications (10% discount) 

 

Join to protect the native plants and native plant communities of Florida.  

Support science-based conservation of our floral heritage and of the species that depend upon it. 


