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A Message from the President

Did you think that we are special and alone in natives in the United States is becoming so
Florida by having a Native Plant Society with a popular is that it makes us feel more American.
mission to conserve, preserve and restore We don’t necessarily acknowledge that, but we
native plants and native plant communities in do know that planting natives does attract

our state? Guess what! Almost EVERY state in wildlife and save our resources. That is being a
the United States has a Native Plant Society! good American, in my opinion.

We are not alone. There is a huge So instead of planting “Arabian

jasmine, Asian jasmine, Mexican
petunia, Island Barbados Aster,
Madagascar Palms”, think

movement across America to
encourage people to plant what is
native to their region. And all for
American and plant Natives! It is
good for the wildlife and good for
America.

the same reasons. People see the
need to promote native plant
communities to save our heritage
and allow wildlife to thrive.

If you want to learn about the

This was brought to my attention other native plant societies across
Location: Land O" Lakes when I watched a documentary on TV about America you can look up North American
Commu'nity Gt e the “Brooklyn Bridge Park” in New York. This Native Plant Society. It should be noted that
:i)nign:z‘;el_saig;d ’(:’;_Is park was planted completely with native plants Florida Native Plant SOC.iCt){ is listed twi.ce.
3 46:39 in the back I,neeting in the midst of New York City at the base of Ongce, as the state organization, and again under
room. Entrance is off the the Brooklyn Bridge. It was amazing to see all each of the 37 chapters in the state. Something
courtyard on the south that was done, encouraging people, plants and for which we should be very proud.
side of the building. wildlife to enjoy the land available. What got Plant Roots With Us

my attention was the statement made by the Jonnie Spitler

landscaper that one of the reasons planting
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Meetings/ Programs

Date: November 10

Speaker: Anne Cox, FNPS President
Program: Meet our FNPS President and Discover How
FNPS Fulfills its Mission.

Anne Cox, President of the Florida Native Plant Society
will discuss activities and initiatives the state organization
supports to fulfill its mission to promote the conserva-
tion, preservation and restoration of the native plant
communities of Florida. Members and non-members
should attend to learn more about the FNPS’s role as a
non-profit environmental organization dedicated to pre-
serving Florida’s native plant legacy through science,
education and grassroots advocacy.

Date: December 8
Program: Holiday Party

Pot-luck Dinner, Silent Auction, Cards and Calendars for
sale, Drawing for a Florida Native Tree and a surprise
gift for our members (I believe that is going to be the name
badges for members)
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Field Trips

Paynes Prairie State Park

Saturday, November 14

10 am at Paynes Prairie, La Chau Trail
4801 Camp Rd., Gainesville, FL

Carpool 8:10 am
Racetrack Gas Station
Exit 301 Rt. 50 & 1I-75

If you are like me, you have driven by Paynes Prairie on I-75
several times and wish you had an opportunity to explore this
mysterious area you see as you are rushing by. This is your
chance, and an opportunity for those who have already been
there as well. We are lucky to have as our guide, Lars Ander-
son, noted river guide and nature writer. He is the author of

Paynes Prairie: The Great Savannah: A History and Guide,
and will be a wealth of knowledge for us.

Paynes Prairie is a great grassland and freshwater marsh that
is 22,000 acres. There are more than 20 biological communi-
ties within it and 270 species of birds. In addition, there are
wild horses, remnants from the Spanish, and bison were also
introduced in the 1970’s. Bison were native to the Prairie
before the European settlement.

The hike will take between 2 and 2.5 hours, so as always,
bring water, a hat, and snacks. Considering all of the birds
and animals, you may want to bring binoculars and/or a cam-
era. Bring $5 per person entry to pay at the iron ranger at
the gate. You will need exact change. We will go some-
place for lunch before returning home.

The Nature Coastline

Brooker Creek Preserve Hike
Wednesday, December 2

4 pm

3940 Keystone Rd.

Tarpon Springs, FL.

This hike will be in conjunction with the Conservation Cele-
bration mentioned on page 6 of this newsletter. The Celebra-
tion is sponsored by the Pinellas Chapter of FNPS and will
begin at 6 pm. Members of the Suncoast Chapter are also
invited. We will meet before this and hopefully burn off a few
calories before our meal. Brooker Creek is a beautiful 8,700
acre preserve in the highly developed Pinellas County. This
big watershed has cypress swamps and domes, hydric ham-
mocks, oak hammocks and pine flatwoods. We will meet in
front of the Environmental Education Centet. From kiosk in
the parking lot, follow the trail a short way to the Center.

Directions: From the West, Keystone Rd. is a continuation
of Tarpon Rd. From the East, access Keystone Rd. from
Gunn Highway. Continue until you see the well-marked en-
trance on the south side of the road.

Directions to Paynes Prairie State Park: Take I-75 north to
exit 382. Bear right on SW Williston Rd. (331). Continue on as
it becomes Main St. and then SE Williston Rd. Make a right on
SE 4t St. (Chevron Station on corner) and bear left as it be-
comes SE 21 Ave. and then 22rd Ave. Make a right on SE 15
St. and go about 2.3 miles to where it makes a sharp 90 degtree
turn to the left. DO NOT FOLLOW THE LEFT HAND
CURVE. Instead, GO STRAIGHT onto the little road. We
will meet at the gate.



DQW j MONTH

October 2015

wi  Saturday, October 17
\NW 11am—12:30

LAND O' LAKES COMMUNITY CENTER, COMMUNITY CENTER BUILDING, ROOM 2
5401 LAND O'LAKES BLVD./US 41, LAND O' LAKES

“CHE ART OF MAIMBAINING A
FloRIDA NAGIVE JeANDSCAPE ™

Ginny Stibolt will present a free program from her latest book. Ginny's presentation
will provide ideas and tools to help people who want to be more successful when they
use more native plants. The "no-maintenance" landscape is a myth, but the low-
maintenance native landscape is well within reach.

Plus...

Fleride: Meaiive Plem® Selle

10AM to 2PM

Hundreds of quality nursery-grown plants!
Books for sale.

Pasco Master Gardener information table.

LAND O' LAKES COMMUNITY CENTER,
5401 LAND O'LAKES BLVD./US 41, LAND O' LAKES




Chapter Representative News

As your Chapter Representative, I attend meetings of the
Council of Chapters and share experiences about the activities
of other Chapters. Like the Nature Coast Chapter, most have
regular meetings, field trips, special projects, outreach events
and plant sales, all over the state. They all face similar
challenges and we hope to learn from each other about what
works well.

One common discussion involves the question of how to get
more people to attend field trips. For many of us, field trips
are the heart of our continuing commitment to FNPS. They
are opportunities to see what makes our state so special and
unique. On yard tours we can see what is working in other
member’s native gardens and visit nurseries with
knowledgeable friends. We can visit rare and special places
with the people that know and generously share their
knowledge of qualities that make them exceptional.

At the annual Conferences there are always trips to places you
might never have an opportunity to see again. Where else
would I have had an opportunity to rest in a sea of golden
pitcher plants?

From the FNPS website “Field trips are an important part of
educational outreach. They promote the mission of FNPS in
a manner no other activities can. Field trips get people out
into natural communities where they learn how ecosystems
function and begin to appreciate the beauty of the native
plants that are our heritage in Florida. It's a fact that people
must first learn to love what they will later choose to
protect.

In the hope of inspiring more members to attend the field
trips available to us as members of FNPS and the Nature
Coast Chapter, I'm offering this link to a film about a very

special field trip. This short film was the brainchild of Debra
Klein and our very own FNPS Education Committee. Take 8
minutes and be inspired by enjoying this virtual field trip
with Roger Hammer and Craig Huegel.

Florida Kissimmee Prairie Wildflower Walk on Vimeo.

Or go to https://vimeo.com /133270247 if you need to type a

link into your (or a friends!) computer browser.

Julie Wert, Chapter Representative

Conservation Chair News

Jan Howie was a speaker at the Pasco county Legislative
Delegation Meeting on Sept 29, 2015 held at Sunlake High
School. Senators John Legg, Wilton Simpson,
Representatives Danny Burgess, Richard Corcoran and
Amanda Murphy were present for this meeting,.

Jan gave a wonderful talk urging the legislators to use
Amendment 1 for what 75% of Florida Voters expect. She
mentioned protecting Florida Springs, acquiring preserves for
wildlife and urging the legislators to use scientists to decide
how the money should be spent. Jan received applause from
the audience, which was special. Thank you, Jan for being
our Conservation Chairperson and giving so much of yourself
to a great cause.

The Nature Coastline
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1 ELECTION OF OFFICERS: :
| Officers will be elected at the!
:November meeting. If anyone is:
'interested in being on the nominating
:committee or would like to run for a:
1 office, please let Jonnie Spitler,!'
1 . . 1
| President, know as soon as possible.
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Silent Auction items wanted for
Holiday Party becember 8™, 2015

If you have a talent such as photography, painting, quilting, sewing, stained
glass, yard art, or if you can find a store or restaurant to donate, or have a
beautiful native plant or garden items, please consider donating to our silent
auction.

All proceeds will go to either the Education or Conservation fund of FNPS. The winning
bidder of each item will decide. Nancy Heusted, along with Jean Nixon, has graciously
volunteered to handle the donations. Please contact Nancy at 727-515-1642, or
nancyheusted@aol.com, address 11705 Emmaus Cemetery Rd, San Antonio, to drop off
items, or list the item you wish to donate, with her.

PLANT SALE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Set-up will begin at 8 AM Oct 17th. Bring wagons and
plastic bags. Please contact Peggy Gretchen
at herculesmpg@hotmail.com or 813-991-4812.

WHAT YOU MISSED ... The September meeting program was given by our longtime Master

Gardener & Nature Coast FNPS member, Peggy Gretchen. She gave a

PowerPoint presentation on landscaping with natives. Even though it was
oriented for a more southern planting zone, Peggy gave it upgrades for our zone. The ideas were inspiring for use in our
landscapes.

September field trip - The Cypress Lakes Preserve is a 331 acre preserve with 8 plant communities: scrub, wetlands,
lakes, sandhills, oak hammocks, swamp, hardwoods. Most of the preserve has been restored and is burned regularly. It was an
easy walk through all the communities. We saw what natural Florida looks like. It felt good to stretch the eyeballs across the
plains of open habitat.

A few wildflowers were in bloom. October and November are the months to see Florida flowers. Since Cypress Lakes
Preserve is an easy drive and an easy walk, go on your own fo see Florida in bloom. There is a sign at the gate on Ridge Manor Blvd
where Olancha Blvd dead ends. Behind the sign are pamphlets designating the walks & communities.

This walk was a field trip a few years ago when the Suncoast (Hillsborough co.) chapter hosted the annual conference.
Annie Schmidt and Jim King, (our guide), were the leaders at that time. It was educational and inspiring to see how the plant
communities have changed since then. The plants have reverted to what belong there with the persistence and care of removal of
trash and invasive plants. Volunteers are welcomed to help. Thank you , Jan Howie, for organizing our field trips for the past few
years. AJ

The Nature Coastline
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Landscaping/ Garden News

Yes, Florida has a fall season. The leaves of the sycamore,
maple, winged and America elms; the plums, sugarberry,
dogwood, etc. change colors, then drop to expose interesting
barks. Watch the cypress trees turn red then become bare
only to emerge in the spring in a brilliant green.

Fall is the best time to see Florida's flowers. If you cannot go
on a field trip, visit the gardens that Nature Coast Chapter has

e  Little is more beautiful than the purple, waving blooms
of muhly grass. Brown seed heads of Indian lopsided
grass, wiregrass, the love grasses, etc. feed the birds.

e Grapevines, which provide shelter and food for wildlife
are dying back, Find a good source (my yard-any time)
and make wreaths for the holidays.

planted throughout the county. Take pride in helping to weed
and maintain them! Enjoy and appreciate Florida for what it is - beautiful in every
Walk your neighborhood to see what is where. Encourage
your neighbors to plant Florida native plants. Go into your GARDENS

own yard. Plant the flora for fauna purchased at our plant

Werner-Boyce Salt Spring State Park
8737 US Hwy 19 N, Port Richey
Gorgon's Garden is at the entrance.

sales. Enjoy what you have planted in your garden.

Here is some of what is in my yard. What is in your yard?

Regency Park Library

e Yaupon, stoppers, hollies, firebush, hollies, beautyberry, 9701 Little Road, New Port Richey
are among the woody natives that provide berries that
feed wildlife through the winter. The flowers will feed

pollinators in the spring.

Upper Pithlachascotee (Cotee) River Preserve
17135 Minneola Drive, Spring Hill

Lake Lisa
7021 Maplehurst Drive

e  Blooming in the fall are liatris, goldenrods, coreopsis, R iy

bidens, mallows, asters, genetians, carphephorus, and
many, many more.

|CUT BACK tropical (non-native) milkweed to stems of 5" for the winter months: October until March. When ’rheyl
gr'ow back in spring, the flowers and leaves will feed the local monarch population. HOWEVER, the tropical milkweed is |
1 spreading into our native areas, like the tropical blue Mexican petunia, and is becoming an non-native, invasive plant. |

Pinellas Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society’s
Annual Holiday Celebration!

Wednesday, December 2

Brooker Creek Preserve Environmental Education Center
3940 Keystone Rd, Tarpon Springs, FL 34688

6:30 — 7:30 p.m. Mix & Mingle * Refreshments * Book Signing by Craig Huegel * Silent Auction (books,
plants, crafts, holiday gift items) * Exhibits

7:30 — 8:00 p.m. Welcome * Announcements * Awards * Introduction *

8:00 — 9:30 p.m. The Importance of Native Plants by Craig Huegel & Claim Auction Items
Plants native to Florida play a special role in the landscape that is not shared by
others. Native plants create living landscapes, they have evolved to provide the
habitat needs of pollinators, songbirds and other wildlife and, when carefully
matched to your landscape conditions, they don't require the use of pesticides,
fertilizers, or additional water. Native plant landscapes also connect us to nature
and create interest that cannot be matched by so-called Florida Friendly non-
natives or by the vast majority of other non-native plants so widely used in
developed landscapes. In this program, Dr. Craig Huegel will discuss the special
roles native Florida plants provide.

The Nature Coastline



WI N G E D E LM by Peggy A. Gretchen

FNPS Member

Pasco Master Gardener
Botanical Name: Ulmus alata
Common Name: Winged Elm, Cork Elm
Family: Ulmaceae (Elm)

Type of Plant: Native, deciduous, usually medium-sized tree with a rounded crown and attractive spreading branches that are
often lined with conspicuous corky, wing-like outgrowths, hence the common name. Adds visual interest in winter, when they are
leafless. Height: 40 — 70 ft., occasionally to 100 ft. Width: 30 — 60 ft.

How to Identify:

Bark: Grayish to red-brown, shallowly furrowed, very attractive. Strong branches, usually with corky, wing-like outgrowths.
Diversity in branch sizes and branch forks makes for good nesting.

Leaves: Alternate, simple, lanceolate ((lance-shaped) with acute (pointed) tips, small, usually 1 — 2.5 in. long, less than 1.5 in.
wide, double-toothed along the margins, typically asymmetrical near the base. Sometimes turn yellow in the fall.

Flowers: Tiny, reddish-green, bell-shaped, inconspicuous clusters, mostly before leaves appear. Flowering Time: Late winter —
eatly spring.

Fruit: Rounded, brown, haity, winged, flat and wafer-like, '/ - 1/3 in. long, called a samara. Abundant small dry seeds which
ripen in late spring (late March).

Habitat: Moist to wet hammocks. Rich, dry woods and bluffs, fields, and disturbed sites.
Distribution: Virginia south to central Florida (Pasco County) and west to Texas. Hardiness Zones: 6 - 9

Landscape Use / Wildlife Benefit: A very attractive, neat and clean, erect, medium-sized shade or ornamental specimen tree
useful for home landscapes, as well as along streets, roadsides, sidewalks, and parking lots. Excellent tree for a small space.
Provides good shade from spring to fall. Its deciduous nature allows for more sun in winter and winged branches provide visual
interest. Provides excellent cover , nesting, and food for wildlife. The seeds are eaten by songbirds and small mammals in late
spring. Good seed production every 2 — 3 years. The late winter - early spring flowers attract a variety of small pollinators — a good
food source for migratory songbirds heading north.

Cultivation: Hardy!

Soil: Prefers moist, fertile, organic, with pH 5.0 — 7.0 (acidic to neutral), but adapts to or tolerates many soil conditions, including
poor, sandy soils and mildly alkaline soils.

Light: Full sun — partial shade.

Water: Prefers moist conditions / sites. Thtives best and grows larger in moist conditions, but is very adaptable to dtier sites.
Drought-tolerant. Flood-tolerant.

Miscellaneous: Moderately fast-growing. Life span less than 100 years. Little salt-tolerance. Relatively free from pests and
diseases. Roots should be protected with 3 — 4 in. of mulch. Relatively wind-resistant and fire-tolerant.

Propagation: By sced.
Availability: Readily available at Florida native nurseries and plant sales. See www.plantrealflorida.org!

References:

Haehle, Robert G. and Joan Brookwell, Native Florida Plants, Houston, Texas, Gulf Publishing Company, 1999.
Huegel, Craig N., Native Plant I.andscaping for Florida Wildlife, Gainesville, Florida, University Press of Florida, 2010.
Nelson, Gil, Best Native Plants for Southern Gardens, Gainesville, Florida, University Press of Florida, 2010.

Nelson, Gil, Florida’s Best Native .andscape Plants, Gainesville, Florida, University Press of Florida, 2003.

Stibolt, Ginny, Sustainable Gardening for Florida, Gainesville, Florida, University Press of Florida, 2009.

Wunderlin, Richard P., Guide to the Vascular Plants of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, University Press of Florida, 1998.
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CHAPTER DIRECTORY

OFFICERS:

President: Jonnie Spitler 813.435.8143 jspitler1120@gmail.com
Vice President: Mary Ellen Gotto 727.264.8701 mefgotoh@aol.com
Treasurer: Stephen Joyce 813.767.3131  savinhillbil@gmail.com
Chapter Representative: Julie Wert 727.863.1363  aripekajule@verizon.net
Secretary: Sharon Holding 727.247.7367 shrnholding@gmail.com
CHAIRPERSONS:

Newsletter Editor: Karen Watrous 813.528.2368 karen_watrous@yahoo.com
Publicity Chair: Sandra Vanno 727.376.7663 svanno@tampabay.rr.com
Membership: Deb Tribbey 727.857.6583 jspitler1120@gmail.com
Refreshments: Pat Kelly 352.588.0266 patriciakO3@gmail.com
Books: Sharon Holding 727.247.7367  shrnholding@gmail.com
Conservation Chair: Jan Howie 727.848.7689 janicehowie@aol.com
Program Coordinator: Pat Kelly 352.588.0266 patriciak03@gmail.com
Field Trip Chair: Gail Parsons 813.920.2730 gailpar1@verizon.net

Plant Sale: Peggy Gretchen 813.991.4812  herculesmpg@hotmail.com

Landscape/Garden Consultant:
Annie Johnson 352.518.0545 annjohnson.eotrf@gmail.com

Chapter website: pasconativeplants.org
Submit suggestions, articles, or photos by nG E-mail: naturecoastfnps@gmail.com

December 1 to Karen Watrous at www.meetup.com/Nature-Coast-Native-Plant-Society/
(813) 528-2368 or www.facebook.com/PascoNativePlants
karen_watrous@yahoo.com ME@:‘"UP

twitter.com/NatureCoastFNPS
FNPS website: http://www.fnps.org/
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Florida Native Plant Society Membership Application

Benefits of membership include: The Palmetto, our quarterly magazine, which is filled with information on
native plants, gardening, conservation of native habitats, etc., Sabal Minor, our bi-monthly newsletter that
will keep you up to date on FNPS news and activities, membership in the local chapter of your choice,

[ New [0 Renewing

chapter newsletter, native plant gardening and landscaping information, Speakers and field trips. SelecF Membership Category o
[ Life $1000 [ Contributing $75
[ Donor $250 [0 Family/Household $50

0 Supporting $100 [ Individual $35
[ Business $125 [ Student $15
BizorOrg O Non-profit $50 O Library $15

Name

Address

Make check payable to FNPS

Please detach and mail this form & payment to:
City, State & Zip FNPS

PO Box 278

Phone Melboutrne FL 32902-0278

FL County

Email

You can also sign up and pay with credit card at

- - http://www.fnps.org/patticipate/membershipinfo
Chapter (assigned by location unless otherwise requested)

The Nature Coastline
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Become a member of the
NATURE COAST CHAPTER of the Florida Native Plant Society today.

Individual membership is only a $35 donation.

Join to protect the native plants and native plant communities of Florida.

Support science-based conservation of our floral heritage and of the species that depend upon it.

ADDITIONAL BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP

e The Nature Coastline, the bimonthly newsletter of the Nature Coast Chapter

e The Palmetto, our quarterly magazine, which is filled with information on native plants, gardening,
conservation of native habitats, etc.

e Sabal Minor, our bi-monthly newsletter that will keep you up to date on FNPS news and activities
e Native plant gardening and landscaping information
e Local plant sales

e Speakers and field trips

e Annual Conference discount

e Publications (10% discount)
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Nature Coast Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society
21930 Carson Drive
Land O’ Lakes FL 34639
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