May -June 2016

Nature Coast Chapter
meetings, field trips, and
activities are open to FNPS

members and the ; i Dl N .
public alike. hhemNI;eCOaStllne
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A Message from the President

S-Y.nz iL .0 Swm A.)Y

This is one of my favorite times of the year. Sonectar for the butterflies. Enjoy the spring and
is the fall, bIPRING et 0lweatheamthe exygen carttrees and plants are
Everything is popping out and we are putting inproviding us.

new plants. The plant sale was a roaring success

and we are adding to our gardens with our
native plants. What do you see when you

look out at the new growth? Bees, birds
and all kinds of wildlife. That is why we &
do this.

People may fool themselves thinking
oplant native and
wor k in the

o §liffergntly, Gardening never ends but it

Locati on: Land

Our first Native Garden Tour is around the
corner!Join us on April 24and visit seven
diverse landscapes in Pasco County. The
site owners are excited and working hard
to prepare their properties and plant lists
for the tour. We will show everyone how

4 Yyou can incorporate native plants into

= d ojounlandscahedor \earietl gurposes.

né. We know
Everyone wants to have a wildlife habitat

Community Cent er iSOgrpgssionand we see results when we sed@Some degree, because we want to give back

Land Ob6 Lakes

41), Land 06 L ak d¢he nativaberries we provide. That little
34639 in the

room. Entrance

courtyard on the tpythitds eating insects from your native
side of the

bui 1 4ebdsYnakes our day a happy one. And the
coreopsis is blooming and providing early
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B \nauvq heg or insect, and birds happ"y eating to nature what we have taken when we built

homes or businesses. This tour will show

b a ¢ hummsirgbirdregjoying the coral honeysuckle oiP€ople how we can create small as well as
i peecHoveriighoger the flowering fringe tree, or €xpansive habitats. You do not need to own a

preserve to make nature happy. You can live in
a gated community and still enjoy native plants
and keep your neighbors happy.

Message continued on Page 2

Arvilla Catharine

Karen Larsen




Meetings/Programs

Date: May 10 Date: June 14

Speaker: Prem Subrahmanyam Speaker: Lara Milligan
Program: Orchids in Our Backyard-lorida's Wild Orchids ~ Program: The Coyote in Florida

This program will introduce the audience to orchids growing The coyote is a relatively new resident to the Tampa Bay area,
wild within our great state of Florida, which is home to over and Lara will explore the life history of the coyote as well as
half the species of orchids found within the United its ability to adapt and survive in urban environments. If you
States.This presentation will cover species both common  have seen a coyote, you are not alone. Come and learn about
and rare within the state, along with scientific information, this nocturnal creature and its presence in our area.
anecdotes, and beautiful photographs of these appealing and

interesting flowers. Speaker Bio:
Lara Miller is the Natural Resources Agent for UF/IFAS
Speaker Bio: Extension in Pinellas County. She is stationed at Brooker

Florida native orchid expert, Prem Subrahmanyam became Creek Preserve in Tarpon Springs, but has ewideye-
interested in orchids at a young age and soon located nativesponsibilities. Lara works on a variety of natural resource
orchid species growing in wild areas near his boyhood homeissues with a focus on public education. Her areas of focus

in Tallahassee, Florida. This launched a journey of discoverynclude: wildlife, water, invasive species, backyard habitat, and
of Florida's amazing native orchids. He has spent some thirtyirban forestry. Before starting her current job, Lara attended
years tracking down species both common and rare within the University of Florida where she earned her Bachelors and
the wilds of Florida, including the rare and elusive Ghost  Masters degree in Natural Resource Conservation with a cer-
Orchid. He can often be found hiking out into the wild with tificate in Environmental Education.

his camera, his wife and a few of their fifteen children in tow

as photographer's assistants.

His personal goal is to educate the public concerning our To suggest a program contact Pat Kelly at
native species and advocate for their preservation before they  (352) 588 -0266 or patriciako3@gmail.com
are driven to extinction by the people of Florida.

Thank youtothe
Quail Hollow Community Association
for your generous:donationto
Nature Coast Chapter; FNPS!

Message from the President (contédd)

Get tickets at our Tuesday AprithI2eeting, or call Steve at  communities. Too much development without restoration or
81376%3131 to buy otine, or purchase on the day of the preservation kills wildlife and our beautiful environment.
event at site #1, Preferred Materials Inc., 11913 SR54, Every friend or neighbor you bring to a meeting gives us the
Odessa, FL 33556. opportunity to share our mission. Jonnie Spitler

! would also like to mention that you are a great chapter

We acquired about 40 new members in 2015 and we are
growing. Membership is important because that is how FNPS
proves to the state of Florida that we believe in the mission to
preserve, conserve and restore native plant and native plant
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Field Trips

Up Close and Personal with Florida Native Butterflies Paddle With the Manatees on the Homossasa River
MOSI BioWorks Butterfly Garden Riversports Kayak

4801 E. Fowler Ave (across from USF campus) 5297 S. Cherokee Way -8224972

Wednesday, May 11th MQSI Friday,JUne 17th

10 AM e 9:30 AM

You wondt want to miss thi sThiswlldesfyppdventure to yatch thg manategs ang cateh O
side. MOSI (Museum of Science and Industry) in Tampa. We@me glimpses of wild native shrubs growing along the river.

will browse through the outside butterfly garden, the Savageé/Ve will watch the monkeys on Monkey Island at the begin-
Garden and then go inside for the Butterfly Encounter. Thering of the trip and then paddle upstream to Homosassa

we will continue our outside adventure by visiting the HistorSprings State Park where the wild manatees gather. (We will

ic Tree Grove where you will see a tree that grew from a seé@t be entering the park.) We can have lunch at the Yardarm

that went to the moon and back as well and other trees withat Riverside Resort across the parking lot from Riversports

their roots in history. And finally a walk in the 25 acre woodd<ayak.

behind MOSI. Kristen, the only staff person with BioWorks, o . ) ]
will lead our tour. Please email field trip leader, Gail Parsons, if you plan on

attending.Gailparl@verizon.netellphone 813281412
There is no entrance fee to Outside Mosi, but there is a $5.00
parking fee per car. | suggest that we meet at Texas Longhorn
at SR56 and 175 to carpool at 9:30AM. Bring lunch or you
can purchase lunch at the OEveryt Mar ket 6. |
features fresh salads and panini wraps seasoned with fresh
herbs from MOSI's own herb garden. In addition, it has a
frozen yogurt station with an extensive toppings bar.

Please email field trip leader, Gail Parsons, if you plan on
attending.Gailparl@verizon.n€tellphone 819281412

Chapter Representative News

One of the perks of my job as Chapter Representative is thatsted in seeing what our wild and natural places have to offer!

it takes me to some interesting, often unexpected places thaeing a member of the Florida Native Plant Society offers
otherwise | might not have taken the time to visit. The annuahany benefits. For me, the best is the opportunity to expand
Retreat for the FNPS Board and Council of Chapterswas under st anding of our stateds n
held in March at Camp Kulagua in High Springs. knowledge back to my home and garden. To paraphrase a

great quotation, you can teach yourself to understand what
This neat and tidy Camp is located on a spring fed branch ofoy love in order to better conserve it.

the Santa Fe River and just south of two fascinatina
State Parks, OO0l eno a nzFlOR") NATVE © Rrake epportunides providesl by mRraberkhip inf

5 g FNPS such as Chapter field trips and travel to other
parts of Florida to see what you can learn. One
upcoming special event is the Annual Conference,
held this year in Daytona Beach. 22 guided field
trips are offered as well as speakers, workshops and

accompanying plants, many different than places
closer to home. For me, seeing Florida natives

DNIYIINOD TYANNY HL9E

right plant, right place.

PLANT SOCIETY

| andscape tours. One is bi
There are many ways to decide what the right plant signed to help those of you who are just beginning
is for your landscape. We can read books, look at web sitest he process of designing and i
and ask advice from knowledgeable people. Butnone ofthay o y561 1 be encouraged bring a s

is as much fun, or as useful, as visiting that plantinthe placie | p t o find the oright place
grows without help from humans. Observing conditions thatwhere you live, your aesthetic goals, and unique characteristics
are usually written or spoken words extends understanding gff your site. 6 HopdulietWertsee you
what that right plant really is for that place in your landscape.

Besides, ités fun to be outside, especially with others
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Nature Coast Chapter
Florida Native Plant Society
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“Native Garden Tour

Sunday April 24, 2016
10:00 AN 4:00 PM

Native plants add beauty and supply wildlife with shelter & food sources,
elements often missing in conventional landscapes. See how central Pasco
county residents have incorporated Florida Native Plants into their lives.

TOURINCLUDES

1 A one-acre native plant landscape created by a
local business.

1 Five residential native plant gardens and/or landscapes.
1 Local native plant nursery.

Tickets To purchase tickets with credit
$10 adults/$8 FNPS members card via phone, call Steve Joyce at
You will receive addresses, directions 613-767-3131 .
and a map.

You can buy tickets at full price the morning
of the event at Site #1, PMI, 11913 SR 54,
Odessa, FL 33556

For more information email naturecoastfnps@gmail.com

pasconat. veq:)Haapmérs_mit@/jtter.com/NatureCoastFNPS

www. f nps. org www. meet up. cOmue-BNaattiRNreeshaci et y/
MEE-‘-UP www. facebook. com/ PascoNativePl



http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fpasconativeplants.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGJ3hQ6FNRTiogdF3tJyiZc5v_Vmg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fpasconativeplants.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGJ3hQ6FNRTiogdF3tJyiZc5v_Vmg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fpasconativeplants.org&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGJ3hQ6FNRTiogdF3tJyiZc5v_Vmg
http://www.meetup.com/Nature-Coast-Native-Plant-Society/
https://www.facebook.com/PascoNativePlants
https://twitter.com/#!/NatureCoastFNPS
http://www.facebook.com/PascoNativePlants%0dtwitt
http://www.meetup.com/Nature-Coast-Native-Plant-Society/
http://www.facebook.com/PascoNativePlants%0dtwitt

Landscaping/Garden News

Create a-Gardende BangMNature Home

| am going to Too many humans have replaced the rity this experimerd pick two days to-
call it a habi- Urd aeaswith cities, housing develop- wards the end of May or June. Pick four
tat garden ments, malls and agriculture. These haplants: two natives, two alien/exotic/ron
' been landscaped with cheap alien plantstives. At eye level on each plant, count

that do not provide the necessities to sti®e life using the plants, the caterpillars,
tain wildlife. Only 5% of pristine naturalthe pollinators, the birds. How many are
areas remain in the USA. It is so necesmaitye native plant species? How many
Ao landscape within a food web. As theare on the alien? Stand back. Can you

umber of species decreases, the functiotice much damage done to the plants?

f the ecosystem decreases; as the numbects, which pollinate the plants which
! ; . species increase, the ecosystem funieed the birds, etc., have evolved together.
itat garden includesit dll 8 food, shelter, i increases. Why do we need an eco-

E.eztmtg anlc:'wa;ter ftor r?" crlttters flfom d system to function? Ecosystems creatdt is important to grow plants which are
; Irds to pok Inators fo ﬁrplgfors (d'zarhsservices which support humans. native to the area. These lives have
rogs, snakes, etc.) to the life under the evolved together. A native plant from

soil. All those creatures have evolved to Tennessee will not be the same native in
make the ecosystems work. They work "0 co O of>R0] O Florida, even if has the same name and is

for us who are at the top of the food AAT OUOOAT Of8 genetically the same plant. The insects and
chain. Sadly, sadly, sadly, their habitats gre the plants time frames for blooms, etc. are

being lost forever because of us. Itis up different from central Elorida. Central
to us put back what is being destroyedBugs support ecos ¥i5riti€ 9&th Fortfd &nl no® F‘foridgt he

one garden at a time. No gardenistool i ttl e things tha re diftbBnt frofh Fhe r\é’s?cﬁ‘thedcfi’untry( E. O
small. Sharon Holding, our secretary aldilson) Plants are the first trophic leve om the rest of the world. Alien species,

bookseller, won a FNPS landscaping the energy that sustains life. Plants an : ;
d for h i d tted with animal . biotic relationshi re native to their co
award for her patio garden potted with animals are in a symbiotic relationship. .+ have natural predator controls here;

native plants. Bugs recycle nutrients, provide poIIina-th t is how they can become invasive

tion, sequester calcium, which is essery :
— - . sive plants take up 1/3 of the vegeta-
to the earth, and birds eat the bugs. tion in na?ural areas P 9

7EAT AET T OETC]A bl Al Oh
AOE O$i A0 EO _QO'IA‘ member of the DC garden club picked
Ei i AR OEAI OAOR thfs gjalterpilla}rs off a plant becal_Jse they
I AGOET Ce b were eating it, then she complained she
no longer saw as many birds in her yard.
— — OMG! She just killed off a food source
When a plant is chosen to go into a gaifol’ the birds by killing off the caterpillars.
den, ask, oWhat ddhedugsarepytofthe ecosystes’. Ast pr o -
vide food, shelter, or nesting? An alienChris Parisi (speaker on native milkweeds,
exotic plant may be green in a landscap@bruary 2016) said, to paraphmse;
a plant should be more than decorativelive plant should be chewed

- People are stuck
on a concept of a
butterfly garden
which usually
consists of nectar plants AKA flowers.
butterfly garden will have larval host
plants for food for the caterpillars. A h

Continued on page 6

CREATING THE GARDEN

Set goals. Start small, one plot at a time. Is the area wet, dry, sunny, shady? Get something to drink. Peruse
the books and plants lists.

Prepping the site: Hire a young person with a strong back. Pay them to clean out the area. Provide water and
snacks. Or for a fall garden: lay down thick layers of newspaper and cardboard then cover with mulch (pine

straw and/or oak leaves are the best). Drink water and eat snacks. Peruse the books and plant lists. Wait
until fall for papers, cardboard and mulch to shade out the weeds.

Summer: peruse the books and make plant lists. Plan a budget to get plants at the fall plant sale 3 " Saturday
in October.

Planting: to be continued in the July/August or September/October newsletters.
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